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CRASH SPARKS DELAYS AS COMMISSIONER’S M6 PROBE IS DUE 



Clearing up after the M6 crash involving a lorry in February 


DRIVERS faced more delays on the M6 af¬ 
ter a crash left two lanes closed. 

A HGV and a car collided on the south¬ 
bound carriageway between junction 10a 
and 10, with delays stretching back to Junc¬ 
tion 11. 

The incident happened around 9.45am on 
Tuesday, but was cleared by 11.30am. 

A 50-year-old man, the driver of the car, 
was taken to Walsall Manor Hospital com¬ 
plaining of neck and back pain after having 
to be cut free. 

A spokesman for West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service said: “We were called at 
9.46am and a single ambulance attended. 
The original caller said the vehicle was on 
the hard shoulder facing the wrong direc¬ 


tion after colliding with an HGV. There was 
damage to the passenger side of the car al¬ 
though admittedly not very much.” 

The crash came as West Midlands Police 
and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson 
announced he would be holding a second 
hearing into a motorway crash that led to 
the M6 being closed for 24 hours. 

Mr Jamieson will review what progress 
has been made after he made a series of 
recommendations following an inquiry this 
year. The original hearing on March 18 fol¬ 
lowed the 24-hour closure of the M6 follow¬ 
ing a fatal crash on February 4 which was 
estimated to have cost the region millions 
of pounds and left people distressed and 
stranded. 


The hearing was not asked to look into 
the circumstances of the incident which 
tragically led to the loss of a life nor to ap¬ 
portion blame, but to examine what action 
could have been taken by the authorities, 
including police and Highways England, to 
mitigate the delays more effectively. 

The hearing, next Tuesday, will be to re¬ 
view the progress made since March. 

Mr Jamieson said: “Delays like we saw 
on February 4 following a fatal crash on the 
M6, cost the economy in the West Midlands 
millions of pounds with people and goods 
not able to get to where they were needed. 
Ultimately those delays cost money, jobs 
and inconvenience people. They also poten¬ 
tially impact on public safety.” 


Claims made that new fees have led to a drop in trade 


PARKING ROW 
OVER CHARGES 


BUSINESSES have hit out at council chiefs and 
claimed new parking charges brought in across 
Sandwell have led to a drop in trade. 

Council chiefs have been criticised by firms who say that 
by introducing charges to the council car park, staff were 
now parking in town centre car parks, therefore taking spac¬ 
es previously used by customers. Kevin Onions, director of 


the Independent Mortgage Ad 
Street, is leading the rally cry. 

In a letter sent in to the council 
complaints department, he high¬ 
lighted how large numbers of council 
staff were now using Low Town car 
park and Albert Street car park, in¬ 
stead of the council’s own formerly 
free car park, despite them now both 
being the same price. 

Mr Onions said: “The reason for 
this is that although it’s the same 
price, they have to walk over the road 
bridge from the staff car park to the 
Council House, but they don’t from 
the public car parks. 

Solution 

“It is ridiculous. You go into the 
staff car park now and there’s lots 
of spaces, but in the public car parks 
if you are trying to get a space past 
25 past eight in the morning, you are 
not going to.” He also thinks he has a 
solution to the problem. “I know the 
council needs the revenue and I’m 
not suggesting they scrap the charges 
completely. 

“Even if they just made the staff 
car park 25 per cent cheaper it would 
encourage them to park there again.” 


ice Bureau on Birmingham 

Report by Judith Hawkins 


Also seeing the impact is Bair- 
stowes estate agents, also on 
Birmingham Street. Sales team 
member Karen Hughes said: “It’s 
an absolute nightmare. They sud¬ 
denly just all turned up and there 
was nowhere for any of the staff to 
park. Instead we have to park fur¬ 
ther away and walk in.” 

Councillor David Hosell, cabinet 
member for highways and environ¬ 
ment, said: “Staff like everyone 
else have to pay to park in all the 
council car parks in Oldbury. 

“Shoppers can use short stay 
parking for up to two hours on 
streets in the town as well as hav¬ 
ing the option of other private car 
parks. 

“So far we haven’t had any other 
complaints about long stay parking 
in the town centre car parks since 
the new system was introduced. We 
will continue to monitor the situa¬ 
tion to make sure we have the right 
balance between long and short 
stay parking in the town.” 


Julie flies to support of Air Ambulance 



Julie Walters CBE is to become an ambassador to the Air Ambulance Charity 


SIX-TIME Bafta and Golden 
Globe award-winning actress Jul¬ 
ie Walters is the latest celebrity 
from the world of television and 
film to become an ambassador 
to the Midlands Air Ambulance 
Charity. 

Julie, who hails from Smeth¬ 
wick, will help raise awareness 
of the charity’s lifesaving work in 
its 25th anniversary year. 

She will join a host of stars 
from the worlds of sport and 
entertainment who have agreed 
to become ambassadors, includ¬ 
ing the likes of former Top Gear 
presenter Richard Hammond, 
former FI racing drivers David 
Coulthard and Nigel Mansell and 
Harry Potter actor James Phelps. 

Julie has a particular affinity to 
the lifesaving work of the charity, 
not only is she from the Midlands, 
but before her glittering career 
as an actress she was a nurse at 
Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth 
hospital. Julie has won two Bafta 
Film awards and four Bafta TV 
awards, as well as a Bafta Fellow¬ 
ship in 2014. 

She said: “I am absolutely de¬ 
lighted to support and help raise 
awareness of the lifesaving work 
of the Midlands Air Ambulance 
charity in its 25th anniversary 
year as part of #AIR25.” 


TRAFFIC 

Cameras ensnare 
10,000 motorists 

ALMOST 10,000 drivers were snared by 
average speed cameras in just five months 
during a major roadworks scheme on the 
M6. 

Cameras were switched on as the speed 
limit on the stretch heading south between 
junctions seven and eight was cut to 
40mph - but thousands of drivers chose 
to ignore the restricted limit and were left 
facing fines. 

Lanes were narrowed and the speed 
limit brought down between Great Barr 
and the M5. 

The limit was slashed as a safety pre¬ 
caution as vehicles were guided across the 
carriageway by yellow markers, travelling 
much closer together than normal. 

TRANSPORT 

Airport set for a 
Christmas rush 

ABOUT half a million passengers are 
expected to take flights from Birming¬ 
ham Airport as they travel to a variety of 
destinations over the busy Christmas 
period from the popular transport hub. 

This comes hot on the heels of an¬ 
other record-breaking month for the 
West Midlands gateway. 

Nearly 780,000 passengers travelled 
through the airport in November, giving 
an increase of 12.5 per cent compared 
to the same month last year - equiva¬ 
lent to 86,550 more people. 

COUNCIL 

Register office to 
get a freshen-up 

THE stamp of approval has been given by 
Sandwell Council’s deputy leader, Syeda 
Khatun, to give the register office a fresh 
coat of paint. 

Councillor Khatun joined staff at Grade 
ll-listed Highfields House to see first-hand 
how the make-over is turning the building 
from pink to ivory. The building in West 
Bromwich High Street has been home to 
Sandwell’s registrars since 1991. 

Councillor Syeda Khatun said: “We felt 
it was time for a change. The new ivory 
colour will freshen the building up and 
complement the wonderful gardens for all 
those happy couples on their special day.” 
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Former pub scheme sparks planning row 



Hadley Hall, in Smethwick 


A PLANNING row has erupted over the 
former Barleycorn Pub in Smethwick, 
which is now a banqueting hall. 

Developers have flouted planning reg¬ 
ulations on the locally listed building by 
cladding the outside in aluminium - ig¬ 
noring planning policy which told them 
to keep historic brickwork as it was. 

The locally listed building building 
now known as Hadley Hall has a prom¬ 
inent position off Bearwood Road at the 
junction of Dawson Street. After the 
council’s initial refusal for permission 
to convert the pub in 2010, the change 
of use went through on appeal. 


An application to clad the building in 
aluminium panels was then refused by 
the council this August, but the work 
has begun anyway. 

A further revised application for the 
cladding due this week, was also recom¬ 
mended to be denied. 

In their report to the planning com¬ 
mittee which met yesterday, Wednes¬ 
day, the planning officer states: “The 
proposal does not respect the historic 
and architectural significance of the 
local listed building, in fact it has the re¬ 
verse effect of causing substantial harm 
in that it materially alters the existing 


facades of the building from a brick con¬ 
struction and changes its appearance to 
industrial.” 

The report also adds: “The 20th Cen¬ 
tury Society has stated that the build¬ 
ing’s locally listed status reflects its 
significance as a fine exemplary of a 
modern public building in the style of 
EB Musman (many of his design being 
listed), and are the most lauded pubs of 
the interwar period.” The planning of¬ 
ficer also highlights that the applicant 
has not provided any written evidence 
that the fabric of the building is failing 
and cannot be repaired. 


watchdog says care 
firm needs to improve 


A CARE service provider which 
looks after hundreds of older 
adults in their own homes has 
been to improve by the Care 
Quality Commission. 

Inspectors found that staff at Tipton 
Home Care Limited failed to arrive at 
the homes of patients on a number of 
occasions - because staff were down to 
cover two shifts at once. 

The care home, on Bloomfield Road, was 
criticised for the way the service is led. In¬ 
spectors also found issues with staff rotas 
and medicine records. It was rated by Care 
Quality Commission inspectors are ‘requir¬ 
ing improvement’ across the board - which 
covers safety, care and leadership. 

The service provides care for adults of 
all ages including dementia patients, those 
with learning disabilities, mental health 
conditions, physical disabilities and sen¬ 
sory impairments. Tipton Home Care pro¬ 
vides care for 338 people in total who across 
the Black Country in Tipton, Wednesbury, 
West Bromwich, Yew Tree Walsall, Great 
Barr and Dudley. 

Timely 

The inspection report states: “The ser¬ 
vice was not well-led because people could 
not consistently contact the office by tele¬ 
phone on a timely basis when needed and 
did not receive support on a timely basis.” 

An inspector said: “Care staff were ex¬ 
pected to be at two people’s homes at the 
same time. We found evidence of this on 
all the care staff rotas we looked at. This 
would therefore result in care staff rushing 
or being late to their next call as travelling 
time was not being accounted for within 
their rotas.” 

Officers were told that this was not the 
case but evidence was found on care staff 
rotas leading to a breach of regulation 17 of 
the Health and Social Care Act 2008. 

Medicine records have also been criti¬ 
cised due to a number of unexplained gaps 
where it was unclear as to whether med¬ 
icines had been given. Officers from the 
CQC found that the records didn’t have 
identified dates as to when the amount and 
times medicines should be given. Officers 
provided the service 48 hours notice due to 
the manager often being out of the office. 

The care firm declined to comment. 


Dashing through the park - Santas 


Red and white abounds as hundreds take part in the big Santa Dash around Sandwell Valley Park 


A TIDE of Father Christmases 
descended on a Black Country’s 
beauty spot as a Santa Dash at¬ 
tracted 700 participants. 

The Sandwell Valley Country 
Park event is only in its second 
year but proved a huge hit. 

It attracted all types from keen 
runners to those seeking a bit of 
fresh air. 

The rain clouds failed to ruin the 
fun for those walking, jogging or 
running around Swan Pool. 

Cathy Ferriday, one of the or¬ 
ganisers at Mytime Active, said: 


“It was incredible to see so many 
people from families to those with 
dogs to others with children. 

“From what I could tell everyone 
had a really good time.” Mytime 
Active has organised the event, 
supported by Sandwell Leisure 
Trust and Sandwell Council, as a 
fun way for residents of all ages to 
get active and enjoy themselves at 
Christmas. 

For £5 participants who signed 
up had the choice of walk, jogging, 
or gently strolling the 2km route. 

The event started with a mass 


Christmas-themed warm-up be¬ 
fore the dash got underway around 
11am on Saturday. 

Lisa Newey, 44, from Tipton, 
took part with her mother, auntie 
and friends. She said: “It was bril¬ 
liant. Even on the walk there it 
was surprising how many people 
stopped to say what are you doing 
and why are you dressed that way? 

“The dash itself was great and 
really well organised.” 

Rupi Lai, 34, a presenter at 
Radio Sandwell who hosted the 
event, said it was ‘amazing’. 



Get on with 
Brexit, say 
MPs based 
in region 

“GET on with it!” - that was the mes¬ 
sage from Black Country MPs who say 
it is time for the Government to push on 
with its Brexit plans. It comes after Par¬ 
liament voted overwhelmingly in favour 
of Theresa May’s plan to trigger Article 
50 by the end of March 2017, following 
support for a Labour motion calling for 
scrutiny of her Brexit proposals. 

Labour’s deputy leader Tom Watson 
said the vote showed that the vast ma¬ 
jority of MPs were committed to respect¬ 
ing the result of the EU referendum. 

“At this stage it would be very diffi¬ 
cult for the Government to show the full 
details of its plans, but it is quite rea¬ 
sonable to expect them to show the basic 
outline, such as how our businesses will 
trade in Europe, how workers’ rights 
will be protected,” he added. 

The West Bromwich East MP said it 
was now time for the Government to 
‘press on’ with its plans for Brexit. 

“The most important thing is that we 
have now got to the position where MPs 
can debate the issues around our exit 
from the EU while still respecting the 
will of the people,” he said. “That is the 
way our democracy should work.” 

Labour’s Walsall North MP David 
Winnick, said: “It is time for them to get 
on with it. It has now been made per¬ 
fectly clear that the Government must 
stick to its deadline on Article 50. There 
is now no excuse for it to be broken. I 
voted for it without hesitation, but as 
a party we were right to insist on the 
Government’s plans being put to Par¬ 
liament.” 

Cabbie jailed 
for teen attack 

A TAXI driver who raped a teenager af¬ 
ter picking her up from a night out has 
been jailed for 10 years. 

Ihsanullah Sarfaraz, of Newmar¬ 
ket Way, in Hodge Hill, Birmingham, 
was hailed by his 
18-year-old vic¬ 
tim and a friend 
in Hurst Street, 

Birmingham. The 
33-year-old dropped 
her friend at home 
but then drove the 
teenager to a se¬ 
cluded spot and 
subjected her to a 
horrendous attack. 

At court he ad¬ 
mitted sexually assaulting the 18-year- 
old on October 23. 

Inspector Ian Ingram, from the Public 
Protection Unit at West Midlands Po¬ 
lice, said: “This was a total betrayal of 
trust; the teenager and her friend quite 
rightly thought they would be safe when 
they took a taxi home from a night out. 

“He has now been put behind bars for 
a very long time, he will be placed on the 
sex offender register for life. I would also 
like to take the opportunity to commend 
this woman’s bravery for coming for¬ 
ward and throughout this investigation. 

“I hope today’s sentence will bring her 
some comfort as she continues to recover 
from her ordeal.” 



Ihsanullah Sarfaraz 
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People are 
taking the 
train more 
frequently 

THE number of people catching 
trains across the Black Country and 
Staffordshire has increased by nearly 
seven per cent in the last year, new 
figures reveal. There were 20.375 
million ‘entries and exits’ at stations 
across the region in 2015/16, up from 
19.081 million the year before. 

Of the region’s 33 train stations, 
just three saw their overall visitors 
decline during that time. According 
to the estimates of the usage by the 
Office of Rail and Road, Cannock sta¬ 
tion was visited by 221,124 people in 
2014/15 but a total of 220,290 travel¬ 
lers over the last year. 

Cannock could benefit from £76m 
work which will see electrification of 
the Chase Line, which runs from Ru- 
geley to Walsall. That should be com¬ 
pleted by December 2017. 

Meanwhile Wolverhampton rail¬ 
way station, which is operated by 
Virgin Trains, saw 4.746m visitors 
in 2015/16 - an increase of 5.6 per 
cent from 2014/15’s total of 4.495m. 
Dudley’s busiest station, Stourbridge 
Junction, saw an increase to 1.434m. 
It rose from 1.323m and showed an 
8.3 per cent rise. 

Rowley Regis, which was the busiest 
in Sandwell, was used by 1.015m pas¬ 
sengers after 921,116 people used it 
in 2014/15. People using Walsall rose 
to 1.404m from 1.303m in 2014/15 - a 
7.7 per cent increase. 

Steve Wright from independent 
campaign group Railfuture said: “We 
are very enthusiastic about rail in the 
West Midlands and it is generally ac¬ 
cepted that it is growing more quickly 
than anywhere else in the country. 

“We are looking forward to the next 
franchise. That may see some signif¬ 
icant improvements in (journey) fre¬ 
quency.” 

Children Treasure 
tickets for show 

GENEROUS businesses sponsored 
theatre tickets to allow deprived chil¬ 
dren to see Treasure Island. 

Nearly 200 children aged seven to 
16, from areas with particularly high 
deprivation will get the treat. The 
show is to be held at Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre. 

The ticket sponsorship has been 
provided by Gateley, Catalyst Corpo¬ 
rate Finance, Pinsent Masons, The 
Rigby Foundation and Gowling WLG. 

The Rep’s fundraising manager Ra¬ 
chel Cranny said: “We are extremely 
grateful to our Christmas sponsors for 
their support. The Rep believes that 
all children and young people should 
have the chance to experience live 
theatre. By partnering with local busi¬ 
nesses we can give them exactly that. 

“As a registered charity we rely 
on the positive and generous finan¬ 
cial support of individuals and busi¬ 
nesses.” 

The Christmas production of Treas¬ 
ure Island runs at the theatre until 
January 7. 


'Feisty' Brum-born Nell dies at 107 





Nell, with one of her birthday cards 


ONE of Dudley’s oldest residents who 
has lived through the First and Sec¬ 
ond World Wars and was just three 
when the Titanic sank has died at the 
age of 107. 

Miss Ellen ‘Nell’ Cook died at 
Gower Gardens Care Home in Hale¬ 
sowen. Nell’s family paid tribute 
to her as an ‘extremely strong’ and 
‘wonderful’ lady. 

She was born in Digbeth, Birming¬ 
ham, on March 26, 1909, to parents 
Amelia and Arthur Cook. Nell, who 
had lived in Halesowen for the last 
25 years, grew up in a back-to-back 


house in Birmingham and lived there 
with her mother, father, two brothers 
and three sisters. At the front of the 
building was a shop and the back was 
where the house was. “She lived with 
eight of her family in the house,” said 
Nell’s niece Dianne Hall, 69, from 
Halesowen. Her house was on Mose¬ 
ley Street. 

Nell had outlived all her siblings, 
Dianne said. She had two nieces, two 
great-nephews, one great-great niece 
and one great-great-nephew. 

She never married or had any chil¬ 
dren. “Nell used to class herself as an 


‘unclaimed treasure’,” Dianne said. 

“She put her longevity down to two 
spoonfuls of sugar in her tea and hav¬ 
ing plenty of salt on her food. She was 
extremely strong and fiesty.” 

Her funeral will be taking place at 
St Margarets Church, in Hasbury, 
tomorrow, Friday, at 1pm. Nell left 
school when was 12 and worked at a 
company in Birmingham called Black- 
ham and Powell, where she made 
cardboard boxes. Nell retired when 
she was in her 60s but took up selling 
wool at Rackhams store in Birming¬ 
ham for a time. 


Emergency camp may 
be set up for travellers 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Drinks advice as 
medics kept busy 

WEST Midlands Ambulance Service 
experienced a large increase in emer¬ 
gency calls over the weekend, with 
many alcohol-related. 

Paramedic Peter Bowles said al¬ 
most 3,500 calls were made to the ser¬ 
vice on Saturday by midnight. 

And 600 calls were also made in 
next four hours up until 4am on Sun¬ 
day. He asked the public to be careful 
when drinking this Christmas. 

Mr Bowles tweeted: “Almost 3.5k 
calls to @OFFICIALWMAS by mid¬ 
night & 600 by 4am! #CCTU felt the 
pressure but got stuck in. #knowyo- 
ur limit.” 

“We would ask you this Christmas 
please, don’t have one (drink) that is 
one too many. 

“Look after your friends. Have 
water, and alternate drinks between 
water and have some food before you 
go out as well. And enjoy yourselves 
this Christmas period.” 

Man is killed 
in hit-and-run 


A HOLDING site for travellers could 
be set up in Smethwick to help the 
council move illegal camps on fast¬ 
er. 

The transit site for caravans could be 
in the Black Patch area, although sites in 
Tipton and Oldbury are also being consid¬ 
ered. 

The idea has been hatched after Sandwell 
Council saw a 20 per cent rise in traveller 
camps which has cost £250,000 this year alone 
in clean-up and legal bills. 

It would mean the council could bring new 
police powers into force enabling it to move 
camps on within 24 hours like neighbouring 
Walsall Council. Sandwell was one of many 
to suffer repeated and an increased number 
of illegal encampments this year, which led to 
many councils looking again at their policies on 
travellers. 

This included caravans frequently pulling 
up at Black Patch park, where Charlie Chaplin 
is famously reported to have been born into a 
gipsy community. 

The council has also launched a crackdown 
on persistent fly-tipping in the Black Patch 
area, putting up fencing and installing CCTV. 

Additional 

A council report said: “The council is also 
required to consider identifying ‘acceptable’ 
temporary stopping places for those wishing to 
camp.” It goes on to suggest the identified site, 
referring to ‘the possible creation of a transit 
site within the Black Patch area’. 

“Such a site would enable additional police 
powers to be brought into effect to move trav¬ 
ellers on more quickly,” it states. 

Council cabinet members will now carry out 
a visit of the site.A transit site is a specifically 
built site, much like a permanent site, with 
hard standing, electric hook up and a bath¬ 
room, but those pitching there are not allowed 
to stay beyond a defined period, usually some¬ 
where between 28 days and three months. 

However nearby residents expressed concern 
at the move. Rob Wilkes, from Perrott Street, 
said: “It’s not something I would want to see 
if I looked out my window. If there is no other 
alternative what can you do.” 

Azad Imran, also from Smethwick, said: “I 
hope they don’t cause issues in the park be¬ 
cause we don’t want that. It could be worrying 
because who knows what would come next if 
we have this one site.” 


New life for Shane in 10st loss 



Looking at an image of himself weighing 30 stones earlier this year, is Shane Bissell, of Wednesbury 


SWAPPING sugary drinks for wa¬ 
ter, takeaways with healthy good¬ 
ness and no exercise to almost 
daily exercise is one man’s new 
lifestyle - resulting in him losing 
over 10 stone in five months. 

Shane Bissell, of Wednesbury, 
aged 25. weighed over 30 stone 
but decided it was time to lose 
weight after being given the re¬ 
petitive nudge from his nan and 
the birth of his son. 

Since starting Slimming World 


in June, Shane has lost 10st6 and 
was nominated Mr Sleek by his 
fellow members at the Slimming 
World club in Stone Cross. 

“My nan pushed me to lose 
weight by joining a weight club 
but I really didn’t want to go 
but it’s the best thing I’ve done. 
The first four weeks I joined 
were absolutely terrible, I found 
it really hard. In the first week 
I lost 11 pounds straight away. 
I started playing tennis with my 


friend Jake and we started going 
swimming a few times a week at 
Wednesbury leisure centre. 

“My parents and my nan were 
really worried about my health 
but now its improved drastically, 
everything is on the rise really.” 

Shane is a scaffolder for Inter¬ 
serve and hopes to reach his goal 
weight of 18 stone. 

He said: “I don’t feel like I’m on 
a diet anymore and I don’t feel like 
I’m just healthy eating. I was the 


A PEDESTRIAN was killed in a hit- 
and-run crash outside a West Mid¬ 
lands greyhound racing stadium. The 
man was struck by a van outside the 
Perry Barr Greyhound Racing Stadi¬ 
um in Aldridge Road, Birmingham. 

The driver of the van ran off. Po¬ 
lice are appealing for the driver of 
the white Transit-style van to come 
forward. The incident happened at 
6.25am on Saturday. The victim has 
not been named yet but his family 
have been informed and are being 
supported by specially trained officers. 

Sgt Alan Wood, from the collision 
investigation unit, said: “I would 
appeal for the driver or anyone who 
knows who it might be, to do the right 
thing and call us on 101.” 

Sex assault 
arrest is made 

A SCHOOLBOY aged 16 was sexually 
assaulted in a van after being offered 
a lift by the driver. Police said the boy 
was approached in Kent Street, Bir¬ 
mingham, on November 30, and was 
then driven to a nearby location and 
assaulted. 

A 55-year-old man was arrested 
over the weekend following a CCTV 
appeal which included pictures of the 
van. West Midlands Police said he 
was being questioned on suspicion of 
kidnap and serious sexual assault. Of¬ 
ficers have also recovered a silver van 
which is being forensically examined. 

Pop legends all set to 
Squeeze in city gig 

VETERAN pop group Squeeze begin 
their Join The Dots UK tour next year 
in Birmingham. The band, which is 
working on a new album, will be sup¬ 
ported by top rhythm and blues group 
Nine Below Zero. 

Tickets are on sale for the concerts 
including the show in Symphony Hah 
on October 7. The bans are famous for 
hit songs including ‘Cool for Cats and 
‘Tempted’. 
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Specialists in Authentic Vegetarian 
& Non Vegetarian Dishes 


1 kilo Vegetable Pakora £5 
Sheesh Kebab 50p 
100 Samosasfor £20 
Curries from £3 
Vegetable Samosa 25p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 


CATERING 
SERVICES 
for all 
functions 
large or small 


287 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4DR 

0121 429 9998 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 

www.chandigarhcatering.com 


Value for Money at 



Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at BowjanglesJewellery 
www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


'THE COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS' 


KITCHENS I BATHROOM S I BEDRO OMS # 

www.idealhomecare.co.uk 







2. Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
J. FREE home design service, we listen to you and 


4 ‘ of f es ! 9n ’ 100s ofdoors - worktops, tiles, 

but do not worry, we 



including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating. 



I 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 388 3737 3 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

iOEaLHomEcarE 


r r 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER ^ ft 
RHODES i 

WEATHER-forecasting terms. Remind 
me again. Are dribs and drabs wetter than 
spits and spots? 

THE Government’s £10 Christmas bo¬ 
nus arrived in 1.2 million bank accounts 
this week. If this piffling handout, un¬ 
changed since 1972, were scrapped I bet 
99 per cent of recipients would not even 
notice. Yet it would free up tens of millions 
of pounds which could be spent on nurses 
and carers for those who really need help. 
All it takes is political will. 

DID you begin losing the will to live as 
you followed the Supreme Court hearing 
into Brexit? That’s how it is with lawyers. 
I’ve covered hundreds of court cases and 
heard many barristers and judges doing 
their stuff. You get the impression they are 
paid by the word. There are honourable 
exceptions but, as a rule, lawyers simply 
adore delivering long, intricate screeds 
punctuated with many sub-clauses and 
endless references to obscure precedents. 
There were times, as the dissection of 
Brexit plumbed depths of mind-scream¬ 
ing intricacy, when the nation would have 
gladly settled for the judges deciding the 
future of Brexit by electing one of their 
number to toss a coin. Heads, we’re out. 

BANK of England governor Mark Car¬ 
ney says millions of jobs could be lost as 
a result of automation and robots. This 
news is greeted as a nightmare. Which is 
odd because the last time it came around, 
it was regarded as a dream. In the 1930s, 
automation promised an end to mankind’s 
drudgery. Columnist, Phil Hickman, once 
told me the 
dream of the 
pre-war years 
was that peo¬ 
ple would have 
to work only 
a few hours 
per week “and 
we’d spend the 
rest of our time 
writing poet¬ 
ry and making mandolins and 
suchlike.” It never happened. The Second 
World War came along and kept every¬ 
body busy for six years. The following 
decades were spent recovering. Today the 
prospect of jobs being taken by machines 
fills us with dread. But why? I bet the an¬ 
swer is that the jobs we do today, mostly in 
warm, clean offices, are far removed from 
the dirty, back-breaking labour of yore. 
Work gives us status and colleagues. We 
don’t want it to end. If the age of the robots 
is coming, we will have to make them our 
servants, not our masters, and find new 
ways of keeping ourselves occupied. An¬ 
ybody want a mandolin? 

THIS is hardly a scientific survey but our 
local corner shop sold 40 books of stamps 
in a single day, which is apparently out¬ 
standing even for the time of year. Could 
it be that Christmas cards are regaining 
lost ground? Surely it was only a matter 
of time before people realised that a mul¬ 
tiple-address Xmas email doesn’t really hit 
the spot. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Doosan Babcock to lose 25 staff 


ENGINEERING group Doosan Bab¬ 
cock is to cut almost 500 jobs across 
its UK sites - including nearly a fifth 
of the workforce at its site in Tipton. 

The company, which employs 
around 3,800 people across the UK, 
said the bulk of the positions affected 
are in management, back-office sup¬ 
port services and at the machining 
and assembly facility in Renfrew, 
Scotland, which is to close. 


But it has also hit its Birmingham 
New Road facility in Tipton, which 
is the company’s major apprentice 
training site with up to 100 trainees 
working there on an average day. 
Doosan is cutting 25 jobs from the 
130-strong workforce at Tipton. 

The site is also home to the larg¬ 
est welding school of its kind in the 
UK, but a Doosan spokesman said 
the training centre would not be af¬ 


fected by the job cuts. Instead they 
will come from other departments at 
the Tipton site, which include pro¬ 
curement, logistics, resource man¬ 
agement and support services for 
Doosan Babcock’s 60 other sites. 

A total of 470 jobs are at risk in the 
current round of job cuts and a con¬ 
sultation has started with affected 
staff. Doosan said 800 people are em¬ 
ployed at its Renfrew site with 270 of 


the workforce to be involved in the 
consultation process. 

Other Doosan UK sites are in New¬ 
castle, Cumbria, Yorkshire, Bristol 
and Crawley. 

Doosan, which provides services to 
the energy, pharmaceutical and pet¬ 
rochemical sectors, said it foresees a 
“long-term downturn in certain mar¬ 
ket sectors which mean the current 
position is unsustainable”. 


Group which helps 
blind faces £35k cut 


Report by Judith Hawkins 


A GROUP which supports 
1,300 blind and visually im¬ 
paired people in Sandwell 
is facing a potential cut of 
£35,000 in council funding, 
as the cash-strapped au¬ 
thority looks to make sav¬ 
ings. 

Options presented to Sandwell 
Visually Impaired (SVI) in a consul¬ 
tation document from the council 
include cutting the funding over a 
period of time, which has been de¬ 
scribed by the group’s chair Tony 
Averis as ‘a nail in the coffin now or 
a nail in the coffin later’. 

The consultation has raised 
concerns among the disabled com¬ 
munity, including for well-known 
fundraiser ‘Blind Dave’ Heeley, 
who said the potential loss of this 
support would leave people as ‘pris¬ 
oners in their own homes’. 

Also being reviewed is the future 
funding for Sandwell Deaf Commu¬ 
nity Association (SDCA). 

Mr Averis says the organisation, 
which currently operates from very 
small premises on Dagger Lane, 
were pleased to have been offered 
larger accommodation in West Bro¬ 
mwich Town Hall by the council. 

However this offer has now come 
with the news that the council is re¬ 
viewing whether they can continue 
the same level of funding. 

“It’s like they are giving with one 
hand and then slapping us down 
with the other,” he added. 

‘Blind Dave’ Heeley said: “I’m a 
member of Sandwell Visually Im¬ 
paired, and I know that they provide 
a lot of information that helps peo¬ 
ple. Without this they are prisoners 
in their own homes.” 

Councillor Ann Shackleton, cab¬ 
inet member for social care, said: 
“As we try to deal with the biggest 
budget cuts in our history, we are 
seeking views on the proposals for 
future funding arrangements. We 
will welcome feedback from anyone 
with an interest in SDCA and SVI.” 

People have until December 19 to 
take part in the consultation process 
at www.sandwell.gov.uk/consulta- 
tions 


Flower power thanks to crocuses 



Hady, Huda, Harun and Layla plant bulbs at the West Bromwich church grounds 


A COUNCIL estate in West 
Bromwich is to be blooming 
lovely following the plant¬ 
ing of 5,000 crocuses. 

Lyng Community As¬ 
sociation teamed up with 
West Bromwich Rotary and 
green-fingered residents 
to plant crocuses in the 
flowerbed at Turks Head 
Lane Park and around the 
Church of the Good Shep¬ 
herd with St John. 

Plants were also given 
to local residents to put 
in their front gardens and 
hanging baskets to create 
a sea of purple across the 
Lyng estate. 

West Bromwich Rotary 
generously donated the 
crocuses as part of Rotary 
International’s nationwide 
Purple4Polio initiative 
which is helping to rid the 
world of polio. 

Local Rotary clubs are 
working with the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Brit¬ 
ain in Bloom community 
groups, such as the Lyng 
Community Association, to 
brighten up local commu¬ 
nities and transform public 
spaces by planting crocuses. 

More than six million 
purple crocuses are being 
planted across the country 
as purple represents the col¬ 
our of dye which is placed on 
the little finger of a child on 
mass immunisation days. 

Rachel Jennings, the 
LCA’s community develop¬ 
ment officer, said: “We were 
pleased to support the cam¬ 
paign which will really help 
to brighten the estate.” 

Bill Elliott, immediate 
past president of West 
Bromwich Rotary, said the 
project will have a lasting 
effect. “We’re planning to 
become more involved with 
LCA and to support its gar¬ 
dening club.” 


Facilities 
improve at 
GP practice 
in revamp 

A LOCAL GP practice has been re¬ 
vitalised with a new modern revamp 
of their buildings meaning they can 
offer improved access and facilities to 
patients. 

Lodge Road 
Surgery, in 
Smethwick, ad¬ 
vised by NHS 
Sandwell and 
West Birming¬ 
ham Clinical 
Commissioning 
Group (CCG), 
has been work¬ 
ing over the past year on the improve¬ 
ments. 

The new modern, light and airy feel 
to the practice has not only improved 
the environment for patients, but also 
allowed the number of appointments 
available to rise, as the renovations 
saw the old waiting area turned into 
several additional consulting rooms. 

Dr Raminder Sawhney, a GP from 
Lodge Road Surgery, said “Our prac¬ 
tice is delighted with the improve¬ 
ments that have been made to the 
building which will ultimately benefit 
both patients and our staff. 

External 

‘We have been able to extend the 
building and provide more treatment 
rooms, a light and modern waiting 
area for our patients as well as provide 
suitable office accommodation for our 
admin team.” 

Dr Viney K Jhanjee and Partners 
applied for a grant from NHS England 
to part fund the improvements to the 
buildings. This has meant the surgery 
has been able to not only modernise 
the external structures but also build 
in features such as a server room for 
the computer systems. 

Prof Nick Harding OBE, Chair of 
NHS Sandwell and West Birmingham 
CCG, said, “We are continually look¬ 
ing for ways in which we can support 
our member practices to improve ac¬ 
cess for patients in the local area.” 

Lodge Road Surgery has also im¬ 
proved facilities for its staff as well as 
the patients. The work on the prac¬ 
tice was fully completed on Monday 
November 28. The Surgery is open 
Monday - Friday, between 8am and 
6.30pm. 

Matches ban for 
Aston Villa yob 

A VILLA fan who launched himself at 
visiting Baggies fans during the trou¬ 
ble-hit game between the clubs has 
been banned from seeing matches for 
three years. 

West Midlands Police has secured a 
Football Banning Order against Gary 
Tucker, aged 27, for his involvement 
in disorder which dated back to 2010. 

This included the cup game on 
March 7 last year. 

The order was secured at Birming¬ 
ham Magistrates Court and Tucker 
was also ordered to pay £2,000 costs. 





Affordable 

Wi ndows 

f — 


Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
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People are 
taking the 
train more 
frequently 

THE number of people catching 
trains across the Black Country and 
Staffordshire has increased by nearly 
seven per cent in the last year, new 
figures reveal. 

There were 20.375 million ‘entries 
and exits’ at stations across the region 
in 2015/16, up from 19.081 million the 
year before. 

Of the region’s 33 train stations, 
just three saw their overall visitors 
decline during that time. According 
to the estimates of the usage by the 
Office of Rail and Road, Cannock sta¬ 
tion was visited by 221,124 people in 
2014/15 but a total of 220,290 travel¬ 
lers over the last year. 

Cannock could benefit from £76m 
work which will see electrification 
of the Chase Line, which runs from 
Rugeley to Walsall.Meanwhile Wol¬ 
verhampton railway station, which 
is operated by Virgin Trains, saw 
4.746m visitors in 2015/16 - an in¬ 
crease of 5.6 per cent from 2014/15’s 
total of 4.495m. Dudley’s busiest sta¬ 
tion, Stourbridge Junction, saw an in¬ 
crease to 1.434m. It rose from 1.323m 
and showed an 8.3 per cent rise. 

Rowley Regis, which was the busiest 
in Sandwell, was used by 1.015m pas¬ 
sengers after 921,116 people used it 
in 2014/15. People using Walsall rose 
to 1.404m from 1.303m in 2014/15 - a 
7.7 per cent increase. 

Steve Wright from independent 
campaign group Railfuture said: “We 
are very enthusiastic about rail in the 
West Midlands and it is generally ac¬ 
cepted that it is growing more quickly 
than anywhere else in the country.” 


Help at hand for 
paying water bills 

HARD-UP families in the Black 
Country could get financial help to 
pay their water bills over Christmas 
and the New Year. 

The Severn Trent Trust Fund 
(STTF) is running its Big Difference 
Scheme to help those struggling to 
pay water bills by saving an average 
of £250 per customer. 

The scheme, offered by Severn 
Trent Water and STTF, aims to help 
people during the festive period when 
they are in danger of letting debt get 
out of control and start with a clean 
slate in 2017. Kim Wootton, opera¬ 
tions director at STTF, said: “With 
continuing economic uncertainty, 
higher prices in the shops and the 
cost of Christmas looming, people will 
be struggling to pay all of their bills.” 

Rag 'n' Bone Man 
set for city date 

BRITISH blues singer-songwriter 
Rag’n’Bone Man is to perform in Bir¬ 
mingham after his debut album is re¬ 
leased early in the new year. 

He will be at the 02 Institute in 
Digbeth on April 24. 


Video’s virtual stroll through hospital 



A view of the hospital’s reception area 


A NEW video has revealed how the 
inside of the Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital will look when the £350 
million building opens its doors to 
patients. 

The video also includes interviews 
with those involved in the ‘super hos¬ 
pital’, set to open in Smethwick in 
2018. It pans through artist’s impres¬ 
sions of the site, including the emer¬ 
gency department reception and the 
main entrance. 

Speaking in the video, Dr Sarb 
Clare, lead clinician and consultant 
in acute medicine, said: “It’s the 


culmination of over 10 years of hard 
work by our management and our 
clinicians. Together we’re bringing 
two acute sites, Sandwell Hospital 
and City, where if you are acutely un¬ 
well you will be seen by some of the 
best doctors in the world. The beauty 
of this place is that you will be seen 
seven days a week.” 

The new hospital will have 670 
beds and 15 operation theatres, as 
well as brand-new diagnostic equip¬ 
ment. Its A&E will replace emer¬ 
gency care facilities at City Hospital, 
while Sandwell’s General’s A&E will 


become an urgent care centre. Dr 
Clare added: “Midland Met will be a 
real leader on how healthcare should 
be run, and will set the pace and be a 
real example to the rest of the United 
Kingdom.” 

The hospital is being delivered 
through a Public Private Partnership 
under a 30-year concession contract. 

Also on the latest video is Raffaela 
Goodby, director of organisation 
development at Sandwell and West 
Birmingham NHS Trust, who high¬ 
lighted how the hospital will result in 
the creation of more homes and jobs. 


Aldi in revised plans 
hope for town store 


ALDI have resubmitted revised 
plans for a new store off Queslett 
Road in Great Barr, after their pre¬ 
vious proposals were heavily criti¬ 
cised. 

The supermarket chain decided to with¬ 
draw its application for the 1,140 sq m 
store in Great Barr, which were set to be 
rejected by planners after being described 
in the officer’s report as a ‘visually poor 
development’ and concern over its impact 
on surrounding roads. 

Now a new application has been submitted 
for the same site, with several amendments the 
applicants hope will address the issues raised 
by Birmingham City Council planners. 

In their new design and access statement 
the developers state: “The revised application 
addresses the comments received from the pre¬ 
vious application and provides further justifica¬ 
tion for the store.” 

They continue: “The City Highways team 
has stated that it will not allow access to the 
store from Queslett Road due to the likely 
adverse impact on traffic movements and in 
terms of highway safety. 

Flourish 

“Therefore access can only be obtained from 
Old Horns Crescent and specifically at the lo¬ 
cation shown on the application drawings to 
accord with Highway design criteria. 

“Creating a suitably level development plat¬ 
form requires the use of a retaining structure 
on Queslett Road frontage. However, this can 
be achieved using a system that allows green 
plants to grow and flourish, creating a more 
subtle street scene. 

“The scale of the retaining wall has been 
reduced from the previous scheme and this 
has enabled the creation of a substantial land¬ 
scaped area.” 

The previous application was also criticised 
for the level of compensation being provided to 
the nearby Queslett Nature Reserve, which is 
a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINC). 

In their new plans they state that Aldi and 
their design team have met with the Friends 
of Queslett Nature Reserve to discuss the op¬ 
portunity of providing enhancements, which 
are itemised in the plans including bat boxes, 
hedgehog habitats, information boards and log 
seating. 



Discrimination fears from Sikhs 


SURtf 


Sandwell Councillor Preet Gill, at the council house, with the survey on Sikhs that has been published 


A NATIONAL survey of 4,500 
Sikhs shows one in five have expe¬ 
rienced discrimination and one in 
nine feel parliament fails to effec¬ 
tively represent them. 

Sandwell Councillor Preet Gill 
had a key role in organising and 
distributing the questionnaire. 

The cabinet member for public 
health and protection in Sandwell 
has worked with The Sikh Net¬ 
work on the survey which is the 
largest and most comprehensive 


of its kind. The poll, managed by 
the network, questioned 4,500 
Sikhs in the UK, conducted on¬ 
line in written questionnaires and 
face-to-face interviews. 

Councillor Gill said: “I wanted 
to get involved with the survey as 
it’s really important we capture 
what people’s experiences are. 

“Sandwell has a real diverse 
community in my ward, St Paul’s, 
including a high Sikh population 
and the figures are quite shocking. 


In Sandwell we’re making sure 
that our third party racial abuse 
reporting centres are the right 
ones and staff are trained to prop¬ 
erly. There’s also not a single Sikh 
member of parliament or House 
of Lords therefore the community 
don’t feel engaged with parlia¬ 
ment and politics.” 

The survey also found that 
two-thirds of Sikhs were born in 
Britain and nine out of 10 describe 
their nationality as British. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Jessica to present 
festive concerts 

COMEDY actress Jessica Hynes will 
be the presenter for four Christmas 
concerts by the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The CBSO is performing in Sym¬ 
phony Hall on December 16, 18 and 
19. There are performances at 7.30pm 
each day and a 3pm matinee on the 
Sunday as well. The concerts also 
feature the CBSO Choruses and will 
feature seasonal music old and new 
including many carols. Tickets can be 
booked on 0121 780 3333. 

Jessica is best known for her TV 
work on Spaced and Twenty Twelve. 

Adding up for 
finding talent 

SCHOOLS from across a Black Coun¬ 
try town battled it out in a mathemat¬ 
ics contest. The semi-final of the Na¬ 
tional Young Mathematicians’ Awards 
took place at an Explore Learning 
centre in Oldbury. 

The annual event, organised by tu¬ 
ition provider, Explore Learning, and 
the NRICH Project at the University 
of Cambridge, aims to challenge the 
country’s brightest young students. 

Around 500 schools took part in the 
first round. Adam Tindle, of Explore 
Learning Oldbury said: “It was an ab¬ 
solutely fantastic day.” 

Scout in abuse 
had Villa links 

ASTON Villa is the latest club to be 
part of an investigation in the sex 
abuse in football inquiry. The club has 
links to a former scout who was jailed 
for abusing boys in the 70s and 80s. 

Ted Langford, who has since died, 
was jailed for three years in 2007 for 
abusing four young players. He is said 
to have managed a feeder club. 

In a statement Aston Villa said: 
“The club co-operated fully with the 
authorities during the investigation at 
that time.” 

Little Mix reveal 
extra Brum gig 

LITTLE Mix have announced an ex¬ 
tra Birmingham date for their forth¬ 
coming 2017 tour. 

The girl group is to perform at at 
Birmingham’s Genting Arena next 
October as part of their Glory Days 
tour. 

The new date, October 13, will 
mean that the girls will take to the 
stage four times in the city with dates 
for an October 17 evening show and 
October 18 for a matinee and evening 
show already announced. 

Solo Boden at hall 

THE former lead singer of folk group 
Bellowhead is playing in Birmingham 
on a solo tour in the new year. 

Jon Boden, who also plays the fid¬ 
dle, will appear at Birmingham Town 
Hall on May 14 on his Painted Lady 
tour, which marks the 10th year re-is- 
sue of his solo album, with tickets £23. 



Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 


GJuSO 000 020© 


CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK fireplacefactorydirect 


BEARWOOD VETERINARY 

Supercali-fragilisticexpi- 


halitosis? 

could be a sign of dental disease. 



Bad breath 

Autumn dental offer! 


1-2 Lightwoods Road, Bearwood 
Birmingham, B67 5 AY @©G 


•It] 

bearwoodvets.co.uk 


Terms and conditions - offer does not include any tooth extractions or pain 
relief. Offer valid Oct 1st - Dec 31st 2016. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Puncture? 
It wheely 
should not 
be so hard 

I SUPPOSE it was inevitable, following 
last week’s rant about the disruption 
caused by pothole repairs, that I would 
immediately come a cropper by driving 
over one. 

So it came as no surprise that two days 
later I had a puncture caused by a big 
pothole in a country lane just around the 
corner from the roadworks in Seisdon I 
had been complaining about. 

Changing a wheel in the pitch black 
and driving rain is never pleasant, and it 
did feel as if this normally quiet road sud¬ 
denly became a magnet for most of the 
traffic in Staffordshire. 

And why do modern car manufactur¬ 
ers make everything so complicated? At 
home, I have got a 40-year-old car, with 
the spare wheel held in place by a nut 
and bolt. However, in the new car, the 
spare is held in place by some crane-like 
contraption featuring a spring-loaded ca¬ 
ble and a set of instructions resembling 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

Was there really anything wrong with a 
nut and bolt? If it is a struggle for me, how 
hard must it be for a distressed old-age 
pensioner? 

And then we come to the wheel-brace. 
Again, in the not-too-distant past, a 
wheel-brace was a simple bar with a 
spanner on the end. Then there are the 
telescopic ones, which give you a bit 
more leverage, and that is fine. But this 
is the first time I have ever seen a self-as¬ 
sembly wheel-brace, in two parts, with yet 
more unintelligible instructions. Doesn’t it 
say something about the modern world 
when even a wheel-brace needs assem¬ 
bly instructions? 

While struggling to work all this out, 
a very nice chap called Steve Beard 
stopped to help. He too was bamboozled 
by the spare wheel crane, but after a lot 
of patient studying, he worked it out and 
the spare was liberated. 

The experience taught me a lot about 
my fellow road users; some also offered 
to help, others impatiently tweaked their 
horns. One even complained that Steve’s 
headlights were too bright. 

It also taught me that in the quest for 
ever-greater sophistication, sometimes 
we solve a problem that never actually 
existed in the first place. 

□ □□ 

WHILE I love to hear from readers, it 
was with great sadness that I read the 
letter from a gentleman in Stourbridge 
whose wife had her purse stolen at the 
check-out of a well-known retailer. 

He points out that the thief was clearly 
caught on CCTV, but nobody was moni¬ 
toring it. 

I can only say that it is very sad that 
such things go on in our community, and 
I hope the footage was handed over to 
police. And if the police are unable to 
identify the offender, please email me a 
picture. I’m sure one of our readers might 
be able to help. 




Sleigh boat to China? Well not quite, it’s Dudley Caverns 


You’d better watch 
out, Santa’s in town 



As the momentum gathers for 
the big Christmas Countdown, 
TOM OAKLEY looks at where 
we’ll find Santa this year 


HO! HO! HO! The countdown to 
Christmas has started which 
means Father Christmas is busy 
getting gifts ready for all the boys 
and girls on his ‘nice’ list. 

Despite this, Santa always makes time 
in his busy schedule to visit these same 
children. 

You know how the song goes: He sees you 
when you’re sleeping, he knows when you’re 
awake... 

And thankfully he’s also conveniently lo¬ 
cated his grottos across the West Midlands this 
festive season, so there are plenty of opportu¬ 
nities for you to see the man himself. 

In the Black Country, the Dudley Caverns 
offer something a bit different with their 
grotto underground. Children are invited to 
travel by boat along an illuminated journey to 
see Santa and his elves. There will be carols, 
hot drinks, mince pies and seasonal entertain¬ 
ment. For details visit www.dudleycanaltrust. 
org.uk. 

Ranging 

Elsewhere in the town, families are invited 
to visit Santa in his grotto set within the Dud¬ 
ley Zoological Gardens. It is open every day up 
to Christmas from 10am until 3.30pm with 
prices ranging from £4.50 for children’s tickets 
to £8 for adults. 

The Black Country Living Museum is host¬ 
ing Santa hunts. In Stourbridge, the Bonded 
Warehouse is offering a boat ride down the 
canal before visiting Santa’s Grotto in the 
warehouse. 

Trips will run on December 17, 18 and 22, 
with tickets available to book by contacting 
Heidi Barratt on 01384 395216. 

With an allocated time slot to see Santa at 
the West Midlands Safari Park, you will be 
greeted by one of his helpful Elves who will 


show you to the sleigh where you will be mag¬ 
ically transported to the North Pole. 

While Santa’s Grotto is a decorated log cabin 
with it’s own Christmas tree, festive fireplace 
and of course a seat next to Santa himself. It is 
open everyday up to and including Christmas 
Eve, with tickets ranging from £5 to £21. 

More information is available by visiting 
w ww. wmsp. co .uk/santa- safari/ 

At Sandwell Park Farm you can visit Santa 
in his grotto, receive a gift and write him a 
letter as part of Sandwell Council’s Christmas 
in the Valley celebrations. 

You will also be given the chance to meet his 
reindeers and other animals at the farm. 

Christmas in the Valley runs until Decem¬ 
ber 24 with extra activities scheduled for 
weekends. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for lei¬ 
sure Councillor Richard Marshall said: “This 
is our first Christmas at the Valley event and 


we want to make it a great one for kids and 
families.” 

Book online at www.sandwell.gov.uk. 

In West Bromwich, a grotto will be at New 
Square Shopping Centre until Christmas Eve. 
Entry to the grotto is £5 including a gift from 
Father Christmas. 

Old Square Shopping Centre in Walsall also 
has a grotto open until Christmas Eve. Open¬ 
ing times are subject to change and residents 
are asked to keep an eye on the centre’s Face- 
book page. 

Continuing his tour of the West Midlands, 
Santa will also visit Cadbury World to spread 
chocolate, gifts and Christmas cheer. 

The chocolatiers will be working as hard as 
elves to create a Christmas chocolate master¬ 
piece - last year they made a 3.5ft chocolate 
Santa. 

Visit cadburyworld.co.uk/whats-on/winter 
for more information on dates and times. 



Christmas chocolates at Cadbury World 



Visitng Santa at West Midland Safari Park 


While he is in Birmingham Santa will also 
visit the grotto at the Bullring Shopping Cen¬ 
tre. 

In Staffordshire, people are being urged to 
bring their family along to Santa’s Grotto at 
Birches Valley. 

The Grotto is housed in a beautiful log cabin 
and set in the picturesque surroundings of 
Cannock Chase. 

Santa’s real reindeer can be found close by, 
grazing in their forest enclosure. 

All children who visit Santa will receive 
their very own real Christmas tree sapling to 
take home and plant, plus a small gift. 

Tickets cost £10 per child and adults have 
free entry to the Grotto with a paying child. 

Children under one-year-old with a paying 
sibling can go in for free as long as they don’t 
want a gift. 

The grotto is open this weekend and next 
but is closed during the week. 


Sandwell 

~ageuK 

We are moving! 

From 1st November we will be based at: 

Office 49, Pure Offices, Broadwell Road, Oldbury 

We will be delivering Information and Benefits Advice 
across the borough at a location near you - call for details. 
We will still be delivering our other services as usual. 


To find out more please contact us: 0121 500 1860 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk info@ageuksandwell.org.uk 

Registered charity number 1080517 




EVERYTHING YOU NEED UNDER ONE ROOF! COMPETITIVE PRICES! COME & HAVE A LOOK! 


Carrots 10kg £6.00 
Elephant Medium Flour £10.99 
Salaam Rice 20kg £15.99 
Coke 6 x 2ltr £6.50 



sir Milk 2ltr 79p 

Wilja Potatoes £5.99 
Onions 25kg £5.99 
Pre Pack Potatoes 20kg £5.99 
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NOT ONLY SPECIALISTS IN 
FRESH FRUIT & VEG ALSO 
STOCK LEADING BRANDS LIKE 
EAST END, HEERA& KTC 


WIDE SELECTION OF FRESH ASIAN 
VEGETABLES IN STORE EVERY DAY! 


SUPPLIERS TO CHIP SHOPS & 
WHOLESALERS 
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May not Remaining true to vote result 


I HAVE always had doubts about the PM’s 
promise to get us out of the EU, especially 
when you consider she was one of the Re¬ 
main supporters and now has around 75 
per cent of Cabinet members supporting 
the Remainers. 

Also we have David Davis, whose sole 
task is to get the UK out of the EU saying 
that the UK may consider continuing pay¬ 
ing the EU billions just to stay in the single 
market. To compound the backsliding, he is 
in favour of still allowing migrant workers 
into the UK. What a turnaround, and what 


a slap in the face for all who voted to get us 
a clean break from the EU. 

Another Remainer, the chancellor, says 
that we may have to make more compro¬ 
mises to be rid of the EU membership. The 
level of trust for 17,400,000 people, in May, 
is now at zero. She had many opportunities 
to get Article 50 in place, but has contin¬ 
ually stalled and now we are embroiled in, 
and dependent on, judges deciding our fate. 
So much for democracy! 

R SAUNDERS 
Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Art always in firing 
line when cuts come 


Passenger 
bag return 
thank you 

ON Tuesday, November 29, 
I boarded the 89 bus which 
was travelling from Cape 
Hill. 

When I got off in London¬ 
derry Lane, because I had a 
lot of shopping bags, I didn’t 
notice I’d left my handbag 
on the bus. 

I couldn’t get into my 
home as everything, phone, 
cards, purse, keys, were in 
the bag. 

A neighbour rang the 
West Midlands depot, they 
contacted the driver who 
said it had been handed to 
him. 

Whoever it was, I can’t 
thank them enough for 
being so honest to do this. 

It’s not often you meet 
such kindness and courtesy 
these days. 

Once again can I offer 
my heartfelt thanks to the 
depot for being so helpful, 
but especially to the decent, 
honest person who found 
my bag. 

From a grateful OAP, 
thank you. 

MRS JEAN JUKES 

Milton Road 

Smethwick 


I HAVE been following the 
story regarding the funding 
cuts that appear to be im¬ 
minent concerning the New 
Gallery in Walsall. 

I am always surprised 
that the powers-that-be 
feel that the arts have little 
bearing on our lives. When 
therefore belts have to be 
tightened, the arts in all 
its form is first in the firing 
line. 

It would be interesting to 
ask people how much influ¬ 
ence some form of art has 
had during their lifetime. 
Words placed in a certain 
way within the context of 
a narrative can be life af¬ 
firming. Music, sounds of 
voices singing together 
bring grown men to tears. 
The sight of young children 
having their first encounter 


with pieces of sculpture, 
great canvasses of paint or 
collage opens new doors. 

Art creates debate. In a 
world where interaction ex¬ 
ists on social media, Skyped 
images or in languages 
created by text and e-mail 
(somewhat ironic as this has 
been sent by e-mail) we need 
to be able to look, see, feel 
touch, smell and comment 
and debate our experiences. 

Taking away the spaces 
where the public can en¬ 
gage and make judgements 
of works seems to me like 
shutting the door on some¬ 
thing that is part of our cul¬ 
ture part of how we perceive 
the world by seeing, hearing 
and touching how others see 
it. 

DR B DAKIN 

Tividale 


Freedom of 
Press plea 

WOULD you kindly print 
this letter regarding the ap¬ 
peal in the Press over Sec¬ 
tion 40 of the Crime Courts 
Act 2013.1 duly went online 
to voice my concerns, the 
following is a brief outline. 

We are in a minority, as a 
nation, regarding freedom 
of the press, we must in¬ 
sure that the journalists can 
print the truth whether it’s 
political or not. 

They must have no re¬ 
strictions on their report¬ 
ing. The state should have 
not any intrusions; the jour¬ 
nalists must print without 
intimidation or threats of 
imprisonment. Politicians 
and so-called celebrities 
must not be allowed to gag 
the Press. I will defend the 
rights of any man or woman 
to have their say. We have 
as a nation shown the world 
about freedom of speech and 
justice, we must not lose 
these values. 

MR R F GOODHALL 
Wordsley 

FA’s concerns 
not for victims 

I LISTENED with horror at 
the allegations coming out 
of football, but even more 
abhorrent were the FA’s 
fears of financial repercus¬ 
sions rather than for the 
well-being of victims. 

It seems lessons still ha¬ 
ven’t been learnt, we’ve 
seen the same denial in the 
Jimmy Savile scandal, and 
it took years for the truth 
to come out, and once again 
the victims were denied 
their day in court by the 
establishment putting their 
financial interests first. 

The nagging question is 
where are our children safe? 
S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 
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3 HOUR 
Installation 


SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


KITCHENS 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £ 149.00 

from / 

INSTALLED £ 299 . 00 * 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION I WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 



Fully Installed inc. 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 
Shower seat. Grab Rail, 
Shower valve 
Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall 
Panels. 



INSTALLED 

from 

£ 1895 . 00 * J 



SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in 
bath, Thermostatic 
bath/shower mixer, 
bathing seat tiling or 
easy clean wall panels 

INSTALLED 


from , 

£ 2995 . 00 * 



• Over 50 displays in store < 
1 Long established business 1 


Large showroom- free parking 
Quality installers 


1 Free no obligation survey 


‘Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 



70cl 

£10.99 


Jim 

71 
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Fascias / Guttering 


Building Work 


Misted-up Units 




ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH 

I ,&c e0F 


m m mm a ■ m m m Established over 20years ■ ■ ■ 

:; Window Warehouse Ltd 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com'' 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


toe imm & u 

KNOW AS 

““ Nisalo< 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERS 

FROM 14TH DECEMBER 2-01-6 - 1ST JANUARY 20X7 
WE OPEN 6.00 AM-1-0 PM EVERY DAY 



Webb’s Walled Garden Gift 

Christmas decorations and gifts 
Excellent quality fresh Christmas trees 

National Garden Gift Vouchers available 
• Fabulous Gift Shop stocking • Bomb Cosmetics. 

• Gisela Graham giftware Roger La Borde cards 

0121 4294445 www.webbswalledgarden.com 

64-66-68 Three Shires Oak Road Bearwood B67 5BU 

Opening times - Mon-Sat 9.30am - 6pm 
Wed - 9.30am - 4pm Sun - 10.30am - 3pm 
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Deputy Mayor Councillor Susan Downing with the Safer 6 team in Oldbury, in front of the council’s Youth Bus at Civic Square 


THE results are in for the Saf¬ 
er 6 campaign’s fifth week, 
which had a special focus on 
Oldbuiy. 

Tackling speeding, cleaning up 
grot spots and promoting safety 
and crime prevention were among 
the week’s key activities. 

The council, fire service and police, 
together with councillors, health and 
probation services and community and 
voluntary groups, all support the six- 
week Safer 6 campaign. 

Deputy Mayor Councillor Susan 
Downing, Oldbury town lead member 
Councillor Suzanne Hartwell and cab¬ 
inet member Councillor Steve Trow 
officially launched the week’s activ¬ 
ities at an information roadshow in 
Oldbury Civic Square. Lots of services 
were there, including the fire service, 
police and the council’s Youth Bus. 

Tobacco 

Trading standards officers brought 
along the tobacco education unit and a 
sniffer dog to raise awareness of illegal 
and counterfeit alcohol and cigarettes. 

Volunteers from Sandwell Crime 
Prevention Panel gave out 110 home 
security packs, 26 cycle marking kits, 
47 mobile phone security packs and 
160 door cards. 

Key activities during Week Five in¬ 
cluded police, neighbourhood officers 
and local councillors who held speed 
watches in all four wards - Bristnall, 
Langley, Oldbury and Old Warley. 
Broken down, the areas covered in¬ 
cluded Kingsway, Tame Road and 
Grafton Road where they checked 304 
vehicles, of which 21 were speeding. 
Police sent warning letters to these 


motorists. Meanwhile, council prop¬ 
erty intervention officers visited 36 
empty private homes, to check they 
were secure and continue looking at 
ways to get them back into use. 

Fire crews carried out 60 ‘Safe & 
Well’ visits, offering fire and road 
safety advice, checking whether peo¬ 
ple had smoke detectors and promot¬ 
ing health and well-being. They also 
talked to customers at Asda about 
chimney safety. 

Fire crews held a car safety event at 
Oldbury Fire Station, advising on oil 
and water, tyre safety and children’s 
car seats. Police held an advice surgery 


at Londis, Langley, and a safer travel 
operation in Oldbury town centre; and, 
together with trading standards of¬ 
ficers, carried out checks on traders in 
vans. Offenders doing unpaid Commu¬ 
nity Payback worked with the coun¬ 
cil’s estates team to clear more than 
2.5 tons of rubbish and debris from 
overgrown and rubbish-strewn sites in 
Blakeley Hall Road, Beeches Road and 
Birmingham Road. 

Council neighbourhood officers, 
councillors and Tipton Litter Watch 
held a litter pick in the Holcroft Street 
area, collecting 17 bags of litter. Neigh¬ 
bourhood officers and the DECCA 


(drug education, counselling and con¬ 
fidential advice) team ran sessions for 
young people about drugs and alcohol 
at Bleakhouse and Oldbury libraries. 

Neighbourhood officers worked 
with the Friends of Tividale Park and 
Tividale Gurdwara Guru Hargobind 
Sahib Ji to install bat and bird boxes 
on trees. 

Partners visited Whiteheath Medical 
Centre to raise awareness of domestic 
violence and help available, and neigh¬ 
bourhood services, IRiS and Sandwell 
Women’s Aid promoted a range of 
services at Alfred Gunn House, Harry 
Price House and Hackwood House. 



Speed watch operation in Grafton Road 


Council officers gave advice and 
distributed leaflets about scams and 
rogue traders to tenants in Lancaster 
House and held a crime prevention 
surgery at the Queensridge Court 
extra care housing scheme. 

Neighbourhood services and an¬ 
ti-social behaviour team officers held 
walkabouts and door-knocking across 
the town. Also during the week, the 
council started work in Oldacre Road 
to create a parking area for residents. 

Public health and protection chief, 
Councillor Preet Gill, said: “It’s great 
to see lots of different organisations 
working together to respond to issues.” 


Megan helps 
hospital hit 
milestone 
for project 

AN 18-year-old from Quarry Bank 
has become the 1,000th patient re¬ 
cruited at Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital to a project that is looking 
to transform the diagnosis and treat¬ 
ment of rare diseases and cancer. 

The recruitment 
of Megan Wood to 
the 100,000 Ge¬ 
nomes Project 
signalled the mile¬ 
stone for the dedi¬ 
cated team. 

The national in¬ 
itiative - the first 
of its type in the 
world - is working 
to decode complete 
sets of genetic information to help sci¬ 
entists and doctors understand more 
about specific conditions. 

Megan has been cared for by the 
hospital since she was two, when she 
was diagnosed with systemic onset ju¬ 
venile idiopathic arthritis and, later, 
interstitial lung disease. She hopes 
the project could help with more tar¬ 
geted and personalised treatment. 

The Halesowen College student ex¬ 
plained: “It can be really frustrating 
at times because my condition can 
mean I can’t do everyday things like 
my friends. I’m hoping that by taking 
part it might lead to more of an expla¬ 
nation on what causes the problems.” 

Since its launch in the summer of 
2015 Birmingham Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal has been a supporter of the project 
that will make the UK the first coun¬ 
try to introduce this technology into 
its mainstream health system. 

The hospital is one of 18 NHS 
Trusts within the West Midlands 
Genomic Medicine Centre, collaborat¬ 
ing to deliver the programme across 
the region. Further details can be 
found at www.westmidsgmc.nhs.uk 



1 ,OOOth patient 





Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give RYDALEa 
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Cleaning 1 
Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 


Conservatories 
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Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 9,17 
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Blackheath 


5!30pm 








































Your usual collection date 


Christmas collection date 


Monday 26 December 


Tuesday 27 December 


Tuesday 27 December 


Wednesday 28 December 


Wednesday 28 December 


Thursday 29 December | 


Thursday 29 December 


Friday 30 December 


Friday 30 December 


Saturday 31 December 


Monday 2 January 


Tuesday 3 January 


Tuesday 3 January 


Wednesday 4 January 


Wednesday 4 January 


Thursday 5 January 


Thursday 5 January 


Friday 6 January -T- 


Saturday 7 January 


Friday 6 January 


Collections will return to normal from Monday 9 January 2017 


Garden waste collections are having - 
a break for the winter. There will be 
no green bin collections from 
5 December until 24 February. 

r One day 
later than 
usual 


Sandwell S6PCO 


Metropolitan Borough Council 


www.sandwell.gov.uk/binday 


The tip at Shidas Lane, Oldbury, 
is open 8am-4pm every day. The only 
days it will close are Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 


Sleigh laden at Haden 
as Santa in stop-off 


'• F 0 »z Leather Styles 

i 0121 ssz 1 


SANTA cleared his busy 
schedule to stop off at Haden 
Hill House Museum’s grotto. 

Museum staff have been work¬ 
ing with Cradley Heath Creative 
on a number of projects through¬ 
out the year including the grotto 
and many other activities. 

Among Santa’s special attractions, 
the community group has helped to 
set up a special tree which is located 
outside the museum, littered with 
handmade messages to loved ones that 
have died. 

People of all ages gathered at the 
museum to write their personal heart¬ 
felt messages to those that are missed 
throughout the festive season. 

Alison Hyatt, visitor services officer 
for Haden Hill house museum, said: 
“The Cradley Heath Creative came 
and hanged all of the 30 messages on 
the mulberry tree which sits right in 
front of the museum. It looks abso¬ 
lutely lovely and it’s something very 
different to what we’ve been involved 
with before. 

Reaction 

“We seem to be getting the same 
reaction from a lot of our visitors as 
I’m sure it’s an unusual thing to come 
across but also something that’s lovely 
to read. The messages are all unique 
but most of them are wishing merry 
Christmas to people that are sadly no 
longer with us.” 

Cradley Heath Creative have 
worked on a number of different ac¬ 
tivities with the museum, at the end 
of November the group put on a tree 
dressing activity where people were 
invited to come along and decorate old 
lampshades with jewellery and beads. 

The community group is committed 
to bringing arts and cultural events to 
Sandwell. 

Visitors can look at the tree located 
outside the museum in Haden Hill 
park until the end of December. 


62 Rounds Green Road, Oldbury, R69 2RD 


SERVING OLOBURY FOR 20 YEARS 


SERVING THE BLACK COUNTRY SINCE 1978 


4 Wfi 
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Great selection ol colours anJjt y lesljlff y] 

jriell v^slaff.^PalWilke^SloTrbTm 


Incredibly lielpful in helping me complete my 
degree". (Sofia Clarke, Birmingham University) 


| ALL SIZES CATERED 
j FOR - BIG AND SMALL 


now for Christmas 


lkther Look w 'itoWyfliiitt 
i handbags i finfliei'TOieepsImi 


2 FOB £35 


Catherine Melnik and Mike Shackleton, dressed up as Father Christmas 

Fatal injuries 

AN inquest has opened into a man who 
died after a tank exploded at his work¬ 
place causing him multiple injuries. 

Raymond Wyman, from Pensnett, was 
working ad-hoc at KTC Edibles Limit¬ 
ed, in Heath Road, Wednesbury, when 
the incident happened on October 31. 

Mr Wyman had been working at the 
top of the four metre tank which used 
to be used by former site owners Capa- 
ro to store methanol in, Black Country 
Coroners Court heard. He had been 
using an oxy propane cutting torch 
and methanol was still inside the tank 
- causing a suspected ignition of the 
methanol and then an explosion. 

Mr Wyman was taken to Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham 




l We stock a wide | 
* range of Leather & 
I Shermslrin .lanketS 


f. 


in tank blast 


<1 Christmas Opening Times 
. Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Sun 11am-4pm 


REAL BOFFALO 
HYDE BELT 
RETAIL £19.99 


FOR 


£35 


00 


OR 


GU FOR LIFE! 
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Carer John hits the heights to raise 
£1,000 for family of cancer victim 



Roman Bajerowski, who died at 35 


A KIND-HEARTED caregiver com¬ 
pleted a thrilling skydive in memory 
of a much-loved colleague who passed 
away after a short battle with cancer. 

John Howell, from Home Instead 
Senior Care Dudley, took on the 
adrenaline-fuelled challenge to raise 
more than £1000 to support the family 
of Roman Bajerowski. 

Roman, who was a father of three, 
from Tividale, died in February after 
being diagnosed with lung cancer less 
than a year before. 

Despite recovering from his initial 
diagnosis, later that year it came back 
along with skin and bone cancer. 

Exhilarating 



Justina Bajerowski and daughter Laura seen with carer John Howell 
as he presents a cheque for £1000 after his skydive 


John was supported at Tilstock Air¬ 
field on September 2 by Ian and Julie 
Williams, owners of Home Instead 
Senior Care Dudley, as well as fellow 
caregivers. 

After completing the Skydive John, 
he said: “I can honestly say it was the 
most exhilarating thing I have ever 
done and believe it or not, I’m already 
planning on doing another. Go try it 
yourselves, it really is magic.” John 
handed the cheque over to the Baje¬ 
rowski family last week and is contin¬ 
uing to collect in sponsor money from 
family, friends and work colleagues to 
support Roman’s family. 

Justina Bajerowski, who looks after 


their three children - Natalia, 12, Is¬ 
rael, eight and Laura, two - spoke of 
her love for Roman. She said: “We 
never gave up hope. He appeared to be 
doing well after recovering from his 
original diagnosis but then we discov¬ 
ered he had cancer on his spine. It was 
no age at all for us to lose him - he 
was only 35. 

“He was such a wonderful person 
inside and out. When he fell ill I would 
go and give him a kiss every night and 
before he passed away he told me to 
tell the children that he loved them. 

“He absolutely loved his job and the 
elderly people he visited loved him too 
as he was passionate about care and 


really helpful. 

“Everyone at Home Instead has 
been amazing. They are so supportive 
to me they are like a second family and 
I’m so thankful for everything they 
have done for us.” 

Roman and Justina were originally 
from Poland, making to the move to 
the Midlands 11 years ago. 

Julie Williams, owner of Home In¬ 
stead, said: “Every one of our caregiv¬ 
ers are chosen for their exceptional 
qualities. Kindness, compassion and 
a caring nature are qualities that are 
essential when supporting our clients 
and John has certainly demonstrated 
his exceptional qualities.” 



New Market Hall, 

Kings Square, West Bromwich - 
Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas 
(including Christmas Eve) and 
Sunday December 18th 
Re-opens 28th December 2016 

West Bromwich High St Market 

- Open Monday to Saturday 
(including Christmas Eve) 
and Sunday 18th December 
Re-opens 28th December 2016 

Pi 


Great Bridge Market, 

Town Centre Car Park 


Wednesdays and Saturdays 


m 


Wednesbury Market, 

Adjacent to Morrisons Tuesdays 
(Brie a Brae), 
Fridays/Saturdays (General Goods), 


Oldbury Market, 

Adjacent Sainsbury’s 


Mondays,Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 


All Markets are closed on 
25th,26th and 27th December 
plus 1 st & 2nd January 201 ™ ■ 
For details of opening timesfl V| 
contact the Markets Manager* 


on 0121 553 3074 



_ 


\8 Sandwell 


Fireflies Nursery - sparkinc 
off your youngster's potentia 

Commercial feature 

Opening in January is a nursery 
which can really ignite your 
child’s potential - Fireflies 
Nursery, which has spaces 
available for youngsters aged 
three months to five years. 

Fireflies takes a whole child approach 
to childcare and their practitioners work 
together to meet all intellectual, social, 
emotional behavioural needs for each 
child individually. 

We have a experienced management 
team that delivers outstanding care. 

We are also still recruiting skilled 
people to join our team. 

With the history of the renovated 
fire station, which is our base in 
Smethwick, the nursery has a 
wonderful history to keep alive and 
move forward into the future. 

We offer a caring environment, 
healthy nutritional meals, structured 
educational play as well as free choice 
of play and learning activities, regular 
parent meetings to keep parents/ 
carers informed. 

We also have a large outdoor play 
area and the converted fire station 
also gives a large, brand new indoor 
facility with areas designated to babies, 
pre-school and also a fantastic sensory 
room. 

Our open day is Saturday, December 
17, from 10am to 3pm at Station House, 

11A Barrett Street, B66 4SE so please 
come along and see Santa also meet 
the management team and have a look 
round to reserve your child’s place as 
we open the doors in January 2017. 

If you are interested in a place contact 
us 0121 565 2210 or email info@ 
firefliesnursery.co.uk 



Station House, the nursery’s base in Barrett Street, Edgbaston 



Part of the brand new indoor facility A whole child approach to childcare 
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BARGAIN PRICES ON 
CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 
TO SUIT YOUR BUDGET 



Add an extra ■ 
dimension to 
your home 
with a stunning 
conservatory sa i 
or orangery. 
Affordable luxury 
can be yours. 

Contact us now 
for your quotation. 
Written quotations 
on request. 


Tel: 01902 917095 • 07884 187830 


ADDITIONAL OFFER: 

Now is the time to buy quality windows at AFFORDABLE PRICES!! 

6 Flat PVCu Windows at Only £1,200 5 sided Bays from ONLY £800 


Prestige Windows, Doors and Conservatories Ltd. 

Unit 3 Romney House Industrial Estate, Wolverhampton Street, Darlaston WS10 8UB 


FENSA 

Registered Company 


Reader 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 


EMMERDALE 
STUDIO EXPERIENCE, 


Leeds & York 



Departing Saturday 14 January 2017 


Quote Code: GPG496 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to The Emmerdale Studio Experience on 
Saturday 

✓ Free time in Leeds and York 


2 days, by coach 

£ 119 - 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01524 37500 


ROYAL ASCOT 

on Ladies’ Day 
& Oxford 



Departing Wednesday 21 June 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 
miles of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Windsor Enclosure at Royal 
Ascot on Ladies’ Day, with coach transfer 
(ticket upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ A visit to Oxford 


2 days, by coach 

only £169 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Pilot and Titan explore strange new worlds in Respawn and EA’s Titanfall 2 - and try to survive in them 


Video game titans 
battle it out with 
action franchises 


GAMERS have a better than ever choice 
of action games after the major companies 
surpassed themselves by literally unleash¬ 
ing their big guns in readiness for the sea¬ 
son of goodwill - and console carnage - to 
all men (and women!). 

Several of the top titles are sequels but, 
reversing the usual trend of diminishing re¬ 
turns, these games actually improve upon, 
or at least match, the originals. 

Titanfall 2 is the follow-up to 2014’s mul¬ 
ti-award winner Titanfall and places you 
back in the thick of the action as a pilot in 
the galactic civil war between the Militia and 
the IMC. You can call upon a Titan, a hulk¬ 
ing cross between a Transformers-like robot 
and a walking tank. 

The single player campaign is shorter but 
more exciting than the original, with you as 
rookie pilot Jack, trapped behind enemy 
lines on a hostile alien planet after a mission 
goes badly wrong. 

It is in multi-player that developers 
Respawn have really pulled out all the stops 
with strange new worlds, more powerful 
weapons and bigger, better Titans for when 
the robots get ready to rumble. The whole 
experience has been upgraded. The rock¬ 
et-powered grappling hook is likely to be a 
favourite innovation, letting you soar through 
the sci-fi landscapes like Spiderman. 

Steampunk 

Dishonored 2 takes fans of 2012 stealth 
hit Dishonored back to Dunwall and the 
Empire of the Isles. It’s 15 years after the 
events of the original game and Empress 
Emily Kaldwin is now ruling with the help of 
her father Corvo Attano, Dishonored’s hero. 
She is usurped by a witch-like aunt and you 
must then choose to play as Emma or Corvo 
for the rest of the game. 

It’s an action-packed sequel with new 
supernatural abilities to discover and use, 
set in a superbly realised pseudo-Victorian 
steampunk world. Is it better than the orig¬ 
inal? Maybe not, but it matches it for thrills 
and imagination. When a game was this 
popular, more of a good thing is welcome. 

Battlefield 1 is actually a prequel, going 
back to the First World War to reboot the 
popular war game franchise. Most non-gam¬ 
ers probably think you have to suspend your 
maturity as soon as you press play on a 
Battlefield or Call Of Duty game. But, amid 
all the slaughter, Battlefield 1 actually has 
thoughtful moments. Just moments. 

In the first scenes, when you wake up 
again and again in the trenches, over¬ 
whelmed by the Kaiser’s hordes, the game 
drives home the message that many sol¬ 
diers didn’t stand a chance. One skirmish 
ends with you facing a lone German soldier, 
and both of you decide to drop your weap¬ 
on. Point made, a huge world of war opens 
up with choices of campaign ranging from 
the Western Front, to dogfights in the skies, 
war in the Alps, the Gallipoli campaign or 
the chance to fight alongside Lawrence of 
Arabia in the desert. Multi-player can involve 
up to 64 combatants. 

If you are a Batman fan, Warner Bros’ Bat¬ 
man: Return To Arkham is a treat. It packag¬ 
es together remastered versions of Arkham 
Asylum and Arkham City. 

The Bat’s twisted gothic world has never 
looked better as he confronts his most dan¬ 
gerous enemies, The Joker, Harley Quinn, 
Killer Croc, The Penguin, Bane and Poison 
Ivy, plus the unpredictable Catwoman. 

All these games are for older gamers and are available on 
a variety of platforms but were reviewed on Xbox One by 
Leon Burakowski. 


Why why why Aunt Delilah? The witch grabs the throne in Dishonored 2 


A War Horse moment from Battlefield 1, the war game’s reboot 



The chokes on you Joker, says Batman, from Return To Arkham 


























































Deputy Mayor Councillor Susan Downing chats to Charlie Valentine Hickman 


Steve Melia, Deputy Mayor Susan Downing, Charles Hickman 


Councillor Steve Melia chats to traders during a tour of the market 


Birmingham singer-songwriter Spence Cater in performance 



It’S 

for 


Christmas 
all the fun of the fair 


SANDWELL’S first-ever mini con¬ 
tinental-style festive market has 
opened in West Bromwich town 
centre and will be running for 
six days a week in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

Sandwell Council market bosses have 
come up with something a little differ¬ 
ent for the town, and each day from 


Monday to Saturday there will be a vari¬ 
ety of interesting stalls in the pedestri¬ 
anised area of the High Street between 
Kings Square and Queens Square. 

Visitors can also listen to a traditional fair¬ 
ground organ, which is providing music to 
add to the festive spirit, and ride a traditional 
Ferris wheel. 

The organ and Ferris wheel are being run 
by the Jones family, who also run the Victo¬ 


rian funfair at the Black Country Living Mu¬ 
seum. 

Councillor Steve Melia, town lead member 
for West Bromwich, said: “It’s great that the 
usual attractions of the busy shopping cen¬ 
tre have been increased with a slice of con¬ 
tinental-style foods, confectionery and other 
festive items.” 

For information about Christmas trading 
in West Bromwich, contact the council’s mar¬ 
kets service on 0121 553 3074. 


The traditional fairground organ, providing festive music 


Beards in 13 
seven-year 
jail term 
over killing 

A WOMAN has been jailed for more 
than seven years for the ‘shock¬ 
ing’ manslaughter and rape of her 
friend after luring the victim to her 
home where she was assaulted and 
murdered. 

Julie Beards admitted inviting 
20-year-old Susan Whiting to her 
bungalow in Heather Close, Blox- 
wich, in August last year knowing 
that her husband planned to rape 
her. 

The two women, both with learn¬ 
ing disabilities, had met at Walsall 
Adult and Community College. A 
judge said Beards, 36, was ‘suggest¬ 
ible’ and controlled by her husband 
but knew what she was doing was 
‘very wrong’ and had done nothing 
to prevent it. 

Steven Beards was jailed for 33 
years in May after being found 
guilty of the rape and murder of 
Ms Whiting. The same jury cleared 
his wife of murder under joint en¬ 
terprise, instead convicting her of 
manslaughter, but failed to reach a 
verdict on the charge of aiding and 
abetting rape. 

She faced a fresh trial but at the 
last minute pleaded guilty on the 
basis that she played a lesser role 
than was originally stated. 

Susan Whiting was found 
dead under a bed at the Beards’ 
home two days after visiting for a 
sleepover. She had been drugged 
before being raped by Steven Beard 
who then strangled her and deliv¬ 
ered three fatal hammer blows to 
her head. 

At Birmingham Crown Court last 
Wednesday, Mr Justice Green ac¬ 
cepted that Julie Beards was ‘genu¬ 
inely scared’ of her husband. 

He concluded her culpability was 
low but that she could have per¬ 
suaded Susan not to come. He also 
said she also knowingly helped her 
husband hide the body and lied to 
the police. 


Advertisement 



Party food Hell for poor 
dentures - seeded breads 


Ill-fitting dentures and 
nuts just don’t mix 


Dry turkey can also be a Royal icing on Christmas 

problem for ill-fitting teeth cake - too hard for some 


Will it be a difficult 
denture Christmas? 


The heralds of Christmas are all around us - lights, crowds of shoppers and the 
first flush of works’ parties. For most people it all promises to be loads of fun, but 
for some who wear dentures, the seasonal frivolity is no laughing matter. Principal 
of the Denture Clinic and North Street Dental and Implant Clinic, STEVEN 
BURCHELL DipCDT RCS(Eng) GDC 108353, offers a timely message of hope 


Tkere Is absolutely 
iao reasoK to put up 
u>Ctk poor deKtures 

- Steven Burchell 


Offering hope - 
Practice 
principal 
Steven 

Burchell with 
Denture Clinic 
nurse, Lydia 



W ORKS’ parties, fairy lights, 
expectant youngsters writing 
gift lists, creative school 
Nativity plays where the wise men are 
replaced by aliens - it must be Christ¬ 
mas soon. 

A time defined by more frenzied family activity 
than any other celebration on our calendars, stress 
levels begin to soar from the beginning of 
November. 

But for a special group of people the normal 
irritating distractions that hinder festivities are 
magnified. Gift-buying, crowded store check-outs, 
seemingly ceaseless TV advertising for celebrity- 
branded perfumes and carols being played in 
shopping centres all too early, are no more of a 
problem to them than the rest of us. 

For these people, the real ‘Ba humbug!’ moments 
are deeply personal - secrets that have been 
cleverly hidden away for years. 

Often feeling foolish at the very thought of a 
‘confession’ they continue every Christmas to 
stoically endure the celebrations, aching for them 
to finish soon. 

But the truth is, things really could be very differ¬ 
ent for those countless denture wearers whose 
teeth are no longer able to function the way they 
should. 

Hidden smiles 

The natural harmonious fit that should exist be¬ 
tween prosthetics and the soft tissues of the mouth 
can be lost over time and the consequence is at best 
miserable, but regularly life-changing for worse. 

How do I know? For nearly 30 years I’ve been 
involved in denture provision and have been re¬ 
sponsible for helping to resolve some of the worst- 
case scenarios ever seen presented in a surgery. 

If you have denture issues and are reading this, 
chances are I’ve encountered your denture prob¬ 
lem many times. 

Poor dentures can steal spontaneity - even the 
natural response to those Christmas joyous mo¬ 
ments can be stifled as laughing can be perilous, 
with the lower prosthetic tilting and slipping. 

Sadly, laughing can also present an opportunity for 
the very worst of ‘denture moments’ when the 
prosthetic loses all adhesion. 

And as for seasonal colds . . . coughing is some¬ 
thing that, certainly for some, needs to be done 


with teeth out. Stifled laughter, smiles hidden be¬ 
hind hands; is this any way to live when an answer 
can be so close at hand? 

There are those too, whose days are strategically 
planned around the need to replenish dental fixa¬ 
tive on their teeth. 

Copious supplies are needed, secreted away in 
handbags, bathrooms, kitchens, cars, pockets, bags 
and other hiding places. 

Just the simple task of eating a Christmas meal 
can become a hurdle which demands these ‘must- 
have’ strategies to survive the event. 

Do you recognise any of the following? 

The need for plausible excuses to leave the 
dining table to reload the dental fixative 
halfway through a meal 

That you must be seated where as few people 
as possible can see you eating 


Have excuses already in mind for missing out 
on that hard, royal icing Christmas cake, or 
Christmas pudding infused with brandy ... 
and nuts 

Ensuring you don’t have an extra glass of 
wine for fear of forgetting those dangerous 
dentures which seemingly have a mind of their 
own 

Struggling with sore spots and longing for 
the meal to end soon. Just too much pain 

Needing to go home early, just to get your 
teeth out 

Embarrassed by sunken cheeks and pinched 
lips and looking older than your years because 
your teeth are orally misplaced 

Ashamed by the aesthetics of your dentures 
which look like they just don’t belong to your 
face 


Simply not wanting to join in the celebra¬ 
tions; always having to find a reason to avoid 
socialising 

A life ruled by dentures that just don’t work 
- especially where there’s party food 

No longer able to enjoy your favourite foods 
Restricted diet and generally a poor nutri¬ 
tional intake on a daily basis 

I once encountered a tragic case where a lady in 
her 80s had lived her whole adult life as a “con¬ 
summate actress” because of failing false teeth. 

She went out only to work, had no social life and 
rarely spoke to anyone. 

She was deeply troubled by her ill-fitting den¬ 
tures and the issues relating to them eclipsed her 
whole life. 

A complex clinical case, I was privileged to help 


transform her life for the better many years ago. 

She learned to live again in the latter years, 
making new friends, going to restaurants and 
stopping for conversations in the street. 

Her regret - and mine too - that she just accepted 
her problem. Afraid of the dentist and fearful her 
appointment with me would disappoint, she 
suffered in silence. 

Call now 

Her defining quote: “How I wish I could have 
done this years ago.” 

For those seeking something extra from their den¬ 
tures we offer the ever-popular Suction Solution 
Dentures and a variety of implant retained options 
that guarantee an end to stability problems. Call us, 
please. First consults with me are complimentary. 
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14 Relief as rescue deal saves dozens of jobs 


A RESCUE deal has saved the jobs of 
78 Black Country workers at a firm 
run by five generations of a local fam¬ 
ily- 

H&E Knowles (Lye), which has fac¬ 
tories in Quarry Bank and Cradley, 
collapsed into administration, but 
a deal has now been done to sell the 
business to two family members. 


Administrators from the restruc¬ 
turing services division of Mazars, 
the international professional services 
firm, were called in just 24 days before 
Christmas. They have secured the 
sale to Peter and Daniel Knowles, who 
have created a new business, H&E 
Knowles (Manufacturing), to buy cer¬ 
tain parts of the business and assets 


from the administrators and save all 
the jobs of the 78-strong workforce. 

Daniel Knowles said: “We are deeply 
saddened at the demise of our old fam¬ 
ily business. We have tried hard to 
save the jobs of the entire workforce. 
We are now looking forward to work¬ 
ing together with the existing custom¬ 
ers and suppliers.” 


Council awarded for Armed Forces efforts 



Major-General Richard Stanford, presents the Mayor of Sandwell, Julie Webb, with the Employer Recognition 


SANDWELL Council has won a pres¬ 
tigious silver award for its support for 
the Armed Forces Community. 

The council, which has also just 
secured a £92,000 bid for a Covenant 
grant to support Armed Forces leavers 
and their families, was nominated for 
the Ministry of Defence’s Employer 
Recognition Scheme Silver Award. 

It was given the Silver Award for its 
support of defence personnel in line 
with the Armed Forces Covenant. 

The award acknowledged the coun¬ 
cil’s initiatives including employing re¬ 
servists and service leavers, providing 
advice on housing, leisure discounts, 
schools and learning, jobs and volun¬ 
teering, welfare and financial support 
and health. 


Sandwell is also backing Royal 
British Legion’s Count Them In cam¬ 
paign. This calls for extra questions to 
be added into the 2021 census to im¬ 
prove understanding about the Armed 
Forces community and help ensure 
politicians, charities and services fully 
meet the needs of our serving person¬ 
nel, veterans and their families. 

And it has successfully bid for a 
Covenant Grant of £92,000 to sup¬ 
port community integration through 
residential arts and outdoor adven¬ 
ture courses. Sandwell Council leader, 
Councillor Steve Eling, said: “We are 
proud to support our Armed forces and 
it’s good to know our support is recog¬ 
nised in this prestigious award.” 

Earlier this year Sandwell Council 


pledged its ongoing support for people 
who serve or have served in the Armed 
Forces and their families. 

The council is also encouraging local 
businesses, community groups and in¬ 
dividuals to pledge their support too. 

Go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/armed- 
forces to find out more. This webpage 
has advice on housing, leisure dis¬ 
counts, schools and learning, jobs and 
volunteering, welfare and financial 
support and health. 

If you would like to pledge your sup¬ 
port to the Sandwell Armed Forces 
Community Covenant, please call Bal 
Dhillon on 0121 569 5177 or email bal_ 
dhillon@sandwell.gov.uk. Your pledge 
will be added to our covenant book of 
support. 


Stamp of approval for 
car park as post office 


Kitted out for all seasons 



Sedgley Scorpions East under-7s show off their new all-weather 
coats thanks to sponsorship from Jacopa 


A MOBILE post office is being 
drafted on a pub car park in Hag- 
ley from this week. 

The innovative move is seen as solution 
to the temporary closure of the village 
branch on Worcester Road. 

From yesterday (Wednesday), a post of¬ 
fice van will be situated at the Station Inn, 
on the same road. 

Manageress Georgina Jackson said she 
was happy to help out. “If I can do anything 
to help the community then I will do,” she 
said. 

Hagley Parish Council chairman Steve 
Colella said: “A lot of people use that post 
office, including to collect their pensions 
and send parcels. We were concerned 
about not having that important service 
for around four to five months, especially 
during Christmas when it is needed more 
than ever.” 

The village’s branch, shut on November 
23 in order for refurbishments to be carried 
out, including a new extension. 

Alternative 

The Station In car park was seen a good 
alternative location until the branch reo¬ 
pened. Post Office then approached Geor¬ 
gina Jackson, manageress of the nearby 
Station Inn, after identifying that her pub 
car park was a good alternative location. 

She said: “They asked me if they could 
use the car park, and I was happy to help 
out.The mobile post office will be parked 
outside the pub from 10am to 3pm every 
Wednesday and Friday. 

A Post Office spokesman said: “We ex¬ 
pect the modern new branch to open in 
March 2017 and posters will be displayed 
locally at least two weeks before the branch 
opens to let customers know the exact date. 

“After the refurbishment Post Office 
services will be offered from two open plan 
style service points, integrated into the re¬ 
tail counter. “ 

The new branch will be open seven days 
a week from 7am to 8pm, as opposed to the 
previous opening times of 9am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Friday and Saturday mornings. 

The Post Office spokesman added ser¬ 
vices would continue to be available at 
Stourbridge, Kidderminster and Merry Hill 
branches in the meantime. 


A JUNIOR football team has 
been given a helping hand by West 
Bromwich-based wastewater treat¬ 
ment specialist Jacopa. 

The firm has sponsored Sedgley 
Scorpions East under-7s, supplying 
all-weather coats to keep the lads 
dry during training and matches. 

The team plays in the Walsall 
Junior Youth Football League and 
Jacopa were particularly keen to 
show the company’s support for 
the youngsters as team manager 
Adrian Lewis is both an employee 
and father to one of the team’s play¬ 


ers Jacob. Adrian said: “I’m really 
committed to these youngsters who 
may be our future superstars so I 
approached my MD to ask if the 
company would like to be involved. 

“I was therefore delighted when 
he kindly offered to provide the 
boys with all-weather coats, I can’t 
thank Jacopa enough for their sup¬ 
port.” 

Jacopa Managing Director Alex 
Lloyd said: “We are keen to support 
the local community and our spon¬ 
sorship of Sedgeley Scorpions East 
allows us to do just that.” 



Mica Paris as Mama Morton 


Velma Kelly (Sophie Carmen-Jones) with the chorus of Chicago 


Hayley Tamaddon as Roxie Hart 



Billy Flynn (John Partridge) with 
Roxie Hart (Hayley Tamaddon) 


Sultry, sexy Chicago! 


Chicago, New Alexandra Theatre, Birmingham 
THEY’RE giving it the old razzle daz¬ 
zle at the Alex this year, turning it into 
a joint where the gin is cold and the 
piano is hot for the latest revival of 
ever-popular jazz age musical Chica¬ 
go. 

The 1920s-set story about femme fatales 
turned into paparazzi celebrities is a delirious 
blend of vaudeville, cynical humour and sex ap¬ 
peal. 

The dangerous dames of the Cell Block Tango 
have seldom been more sultry than in this tour¬ 
ing production, that takes up residence as an 


alternative to panto in the second city until its 
final performance on New Year’s Eve. 

The choreography of Bob Fosse sizzles as the 
scantily clad girls and boys of the chorus slink, 
slide and stretch in the most provocative dance 
routines this side of Cabaret, that other Kander 
and Ebb classic. 

But can soap stars cut it in the major roles? 
The answer is a resounding yes. Hayley Tamad¬ 
don, best known for roles in Emmerdale, Coro¬ 
nation Street, and her skating exploits, is a real 
song and dance woman with a nice edge of quirky 
humour as Roxie Hart. What she lacks in stature 
to Sophie Carmen-Jones’s high-kicking Velma 
Kelly, she more than makes up for in chutzpah. 

Former EastEnder John Partridge brings a 


manic hint of menace to the role of supersmooth 
shyster lawyer Billy Flynn, whilst Mica Paris 
brings soul power to the role of Mama Morton, 
prison fixer and ‘countess of the clink’. 

Strong support comes from Neil Ditt as the 
hapless Amos Hart - his Mister Cellophane 
number is excellent - and A D Richardson as the 
alarmingly pseudo-operatic rose-tinted column¬ 
ist Mary Sunshine. Having a jazz band on stage 
as part of the action adds to this production’s 
kinetic energy. 

The first night audience on Monday loved it. 
Chicago is a sure bet for satisfaction if you’re 
looking for a grown-up showbiz spectacular, and 
all that jazz, this festive season. 

Leon Burakowski 



A scene from Billy Flynn’s big num¬ 
ber All I Care About 








































Queen Square, Wolverhampton, around 1920 Star & Garter, Victoria Street, Wolverhampton 


Dudley Zoo’s bear pit and viewing platform in 1930 


Waiting anxiously for news after the Hamstead pit disaster 1908 



A bustling Dudley Street, Wolverhampton, around 1900 



Smethwick’s Chance Glassworks from around 1920 


Chronicling the birth 
of the Black country 


BLASTS of hot air billowed 
from furnaces while the 
streets rang out with the 
pounding of great steam 
hammers and the shriek of 
whistling boilers. 

This was the Black Country at 
the height of Victoria’s reign and 
beyond as the rapid rise in manu¬ 
facturing exploded across the face 
of England. 

Between 1820 and 1914, Britain was 
transformed on a scale unprecedented 
in its history. By the start of the First 
World War, it was a staggeringly 
wealthy country. 

A century earlier, England was a 
very different place, with little over a 
third of its population living in towns 
and cities. By the outbreak of war, 
industrialisation had seen that num¬ 
ber soar to almost 80 per cent. A new 
book, The Lost Country, has recorded 
the changing face of England over six 
tumultuous decades from 1870 to 1930 
in images from national archives. 

A crowded Dudley Street in Wolver¬ 
hampton taken around 1900 shows a 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


prosperous town with shops offering 
factory-produced consumer items. 
Freeman Hardy & Willis, on the right 
of the picture, was opening its chain of 
shoe shops at the time. 

A horse and carriage stands outside 
the 16th century Star & Garter Hotel 
in Victoria Street where Charles I al¬ 
legedly took shelter on the march to 
Edge Hill, hence the ‘Royal’ reference. 
The historic inn was sold and demol¬ 
ished in 1904. 

A picture of Queen Square with 
St Peter’s church in the background 
shows a woman pushing a pram as 
she walks through a bustling market 
place. The book also features an image 
of the zoo’s bear pit and viewing plat¬ 
form, which were considered innova¬ 
tive and modernist for the time. 

Workers are seen at machines in 
two pictures taken inside the Beans 
factory, Dudley. In 1907 George Bean 
became chairman of the company 
which had been founded by Absolom 


Harper in 1822. Originally a supplier 
of car parts, during the Great War the 
company made aero engines, shrapnel 
and shell cases for the Government. 
After the war, the firm manufactured 
the Bean Motor Car. 

A photograph taken around 1920 
shows Chance Glassworks in Spon 
Lane South, Smethwick, which pro¬ 
duced the window glass for the Houses 
of Parliament. 

In darker scene, an image captures 
families at the pithead of Hamstead 
Colliery, Great Barr, in 1908, as they 
waited for news of victims of a mining 
disaster. The deep veins of coal were 
mined with some risk, as was proven 
when a fire broke out underground 
and 26 men died form inhaling poison¬ 
ous fumes. 

One of the earliest photos features 
Bilston Town Hall in Lichfield Street 
in around 1880. The building reflected 
the growth of the status of the town 
from a village on the outskirts of Wol¬ 
verhampton to a burgeoning coal min¬ 
ing area and later a centre for steel 
production. 

* Lost England, price £45, by Philip 
Davies is published by Atlantic. 



Bilston Town Hall, Lichfield Street, circa 1880 



Young boys working at the die shop at Beans, Dudley, 




West Brom’s First Ever 

mini continental 

MARKET 



Kings & Queens Square 
Mon-Sat 1st December until Christmas 


£ ^ 




Further details along with details of all Christmas 
trading opportunities are available from the 
Council’s Markets Service on 0121 553 3074 


Sand well 
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Simply Confident, 
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For an information 
brochure coll us on 

01902 664634 
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16 Christmas Countdown 


New titles 
to educate 
and adorn 
coffee tables 

THINKING of buying your loved one a 
gardening book for Christmas? Hannah 
Stephenson leafs through a flurry of new 
titles ranging from coffee table tomes to 
practical guides and reference stalwarts. 

AS winter beckons and thoughts of the festive season 
are upon us, now is a good time to plan new beds and 
borders, find inspiring ideas for your garden and work 
out how you want your garden to look next year. 

Gardening books provide a wealth of inspiration - so 
whether you’re looking for a gift to put under the tree 
or simply want to examine a new or traditional garden 
style yourself, here are a few of the books which should 
get the green-fingered creative juices flowing... 

:: Thenford: The Creation Of An English Gar¬ 
den 

By Michael and Anne He- 
seltine (Head of Zeus, £40): 

This coffee table tome tells the 
story in words and pictures of 
Michael and Anne Heseltine’s 
Northamptonshire home, 
charting the development of 
the garden over 40 years. It 
started off as an overgrown 
woodland, but today there’s 
an arboretum with more than 
3,000 varieties of trees and 
shrubs, medieval fish ponds, a 
rill water feature and a beau¬ 
tifully restored walled garden. 

:: RHS A-Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants 

Edited by Christopher Brickell (DK, £75): This is a 
Christmas gift to end all Christmas gifts for garden¬ 
ers, a beautiful reference tool packed with fantastic 
images and clear descriptions and growing advice for 
more than 15,000 plants. It’s been updated with more 
than 5,000 new plant entries and new photographs and 
comes in a majestic presentation box. 

:: House Of Plants: Living With Succulents, Air 
Plants And Cacti 

By Caro Langton and Rose Ray (Frances Lincoln, 
£20): If you love indoor greenery with the minimum of 
fuss, this book focuses on houseplants that are perfect 
for urban living, showing both the aspiring and experi¬ 
enced plant enthusiast how to nurture, share and enjoy 
them, as well as arranging them stylishly in the home. 

:: The Quest For Shakespeare’s Garden 

By Roy Strong (Thames & Hudson, £14.95): Pub¬ 
lished in association with Shakespeare Birthplace 
Trust, Sir Roy Strong’s lively account traces the ori¬ 
gins of the Elizabethan garden and tells the story of 
the Bard’s own garden. Accompanied by quotations 
from Shakespeare’s works, it features beautiful illus- 

- trations of his gardens, past 

and present. 

:: Gardenista: The De¬ 
finitive Guide To Stylish 
Outdoor Spaces 

By Michelle Slatalla with 
the editors of Gardenista 
(Artisan, £28.99): Full page 
pictures illustrate the terrific 
ideas offered by this first book 
from the team behind Gar- 
denista.com. With more than 
1.1 million visitors a month, 
Gardenista has become one of 

-- the online destination source 

books for garden and exterior 
design fans. It features tours of 12 outdoor spaces in¬ 
cluding a fairy-tale garden, a cottage garden and a posh 
and pampered greenhouse. 

:: Plant Love: The Scandalous Truth About 
The Sex Life Of Plants 

By Michael Allaby (Filbert Press, £14.99): Want to 
know about botanic sex? Find out in this revealing 
stocking-filler, an expose of more than 200 of nature’s 
most unseemly liaisons. There’s nectar and pollen, but 
there are also teasers which deliver nothing and cheat¬ 
ing among plants takes many forms. Find out how avo¬ 
cado flowers are female one day and male the next, how 
the violet really does shrink and how giraffes pollinate 
certain trees. 

:: Garden Flora 

By Noel Kingsbury (Timber Press, £29.99): Did you 
know that epimediums contain a compound similar 
to that which you find in Viagra? Or that ancient ar¬ 
mies were reduced by eating poisonous rhododendron 
honey? This fascinating book examines the cultural 
and natural history of 133 of the most beloved garden 
plants, revealing their survival strategies, growth habit 
and uses. It includes everything from the acer to the 
zinnia. 

:: Vertical Gardens 

By Leigh Clapp and Hattie Klotz (New Holland 
Publishers, £16.99): Gardening no longer needs to 
be confined to the ground. If you have limited space, 
this innovative guide offers quirky low-maintenance, 
space-saving, water-smart solutions, with ideas for ver¬ 
tical gardening on your balcony, your rooftop or court¬ 
yard. Learn how to turn bare garden spaces, such as a 
blank wall or fence, into living walls. 




A brisk walk for every mince pie could become a new family tradition An hour’s fast swim will burn off that Christmas pudding with custard and brandy butter 

Don't forget to factor 
in the festive workout 



Christmas dinner with all the trimmings? You’ll need to do two hours of running to burn off the extra calories 



Six Quality Street chocolates will give you around 260 calories A glass of bucks fizz is around 10 minutes of skipping 


By Abi Jackson 

WANT the Christmas treats but 
not the seasonal weight gain? 
Simple - just factor in some win¬ 
ter wonderland workouts. 

Healthy eating has never been 
trendier - and that’s fantastic. But, as 
those really in the know will tell you, 
it’s all about the balance, and there are 
certain occasions when treats should 
well and truly be on the menu. 

And the ultimate example of this? Christ¬ 
mas, obviously. 

Feasting is part of the festive fun, and life 
is too short to never indulge. This is about 
far more than the joy of semi-permanently 
affixing a tub of Celebrations to the end of 
your arm for the Christmas weekend. For 
many, this is also part and parcel of having 
some quality time with family and friends, 
and clinking glasses and good grub can help 
bring the celebration to life. 

There’s always a flip-side, of course, and 
nobody’s saying it’s a good idea to gorge 
mindlessly - especially as it’s estimated the 
average Brit consumes a whopping 7,000 
kcals on Christmas Day alone, and will 
gain 61bs between Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Day (eek!). 

Thankfully, keeping active (is there any¬ 
thing lovelier than a walk on a crisp, peace¬ 
ful winter’s morning?) will help offset the 
calorific damage. 

Here are five Christmas Calorie Kings - 
and what you’d need to do (bearing in mind 
that the exact amount of calories burned 
will depend on your weight, muscle mass 
and exercise intensity levels, of course) to 
burn them off... 

One mince pie - approx 200 kcals 

Burn it off - brisk one-hour walk 

One of the great things about walking 
is that although it can feel like more of a 
pleasure than exercise, it still works won¬ 
ders for health and fitness - and gets you 
out in the fresh air. A family walk would 
make a wonderful new tradition. It gets 
people out of the house and lets the kids 
run around a bit. Walking is also a fairly 
easy exercise that most of the family can do 
together. Another option would be bowling 
or ice-skating. 

Glass of bucks fizz - approx 100 kcals 

Burn it off - 10 minutes of rope skip¬ 
ping or a ‘living room workout!’ 

Can’t afford or get to the gym? No fancy 
exercise equipment? No excuse! Get crea¬ 
tive and do a quick workout at home. Skip¬ 
ping with a rope is a fantastic way to get 
your heart rate up - it gets you breathless 
in no time - or you could achieve similar 
results by doing a short session of burpees, 
star jumps and some body-weight exercises. 
You could also make these short bursts of 
exercise friendly competitions with family 
members - another new family tradition! 

Six Quality Street chocolates - ap¬ 
prox 260 kcals 

Burn it off - Half an hour dancing 

Go on; turn the TV off for half an hour 
and crank up the festive tunes. Whether 
you’re by yourself, with the stuffy in-laws 
(oo-er) or have the whole clan round for the 


holidays, a bit of a living room boogie will 
work wonders for offsetting the seasonal 
stress and sluggishness. It might feel a bit 
daft at first if you’re not used to letting 
your hair down, but what have you got to 
lose? (Well, those extra festive calories for 
a start...) And, do you know what? We bet 
you’ll be laughing by the end. 

Big Christmas dinner with all the 
trimmings - 1,500 kcals 
Burn it off - Two-hours of running 
(or lots of regular exercise!) 

It takes a fair bit of effort to burn off the 
average Christmas dinner, when portion 


control goes out the window and many of 
us eat until we need to lie down and undo 
our waistbands. It is possible to burn 1,500 
kcals in one workout, but attempting that 
isn’t really a good idea unless you’re already 
very active and used to that level of inten¬ 
sity. A better approach, for most, would be 
to aim to do regular, moderate-vigorous 
exercise such as an hour-long friendly foot¬ 
ball match in the park with mates, where 
you put effort into sprinting to the ball, an 
indoor cycling class, bootcamp class or a 
parkrun. 

Another option to get heart rate up is 


manual labour - shovelling snow, garden¬ 
ing, clearing out the garage or vacuuming 
the house. 

Christmas pudding with custard 
and/or brandy butter - approx 900 
kcals 

Burn it off - one-hour fast swim 

Low-impact, and therefore gentle on 
joints, accessible and often suitable for 
those living with disabilities or chronic pain 
conditions too, swimming really is a fantas¬ 
tic form of exercise. If you can’t manage a 
fast, one-hour swim, simply break it down 
to regular, manageable chunks. 
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OFFEI^ 

((JOIN 4 FREE. 1ST MONTH1FREE. 

OCERCISE4LESS smet v 

400 PIECES OF KIT. 200+ FREE CLASSES. FREE PARENT & CHILD CLASSES. 
SELF-CONTAINED LADIES ONLY GYM. CARDIO ZONE. SPRINT TRACK. 

EXTENSIVE FREE WEIGHTS AREA. COMBAT ZONE. MMA CAGE & BOXING RING 


GYM MEMBERSHIP FROM 


PER MONTH 


0121 272 7373 

CRYSTAL HOUSE, SANDWELL BUSNESS PARK, CYRSTAL DRIVE, SMETHWICK, SANDWELL, B66 1QG 

XERCISE4LESS CO.UK 

^Single site usage only. 12 month peak membership. Offer valid until 31.12.2016 
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GOOO 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Desk Edition 
Crossword Solver 


Only £34.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



SEIKO 


Word phrases and anagrams all 
become clear with this Seiko Oxford 
crossword solver. With a 250,000 
word database from the Oxford 
crossword dictionary, you can find 
the answers you are looking for in 
seconds. Check a name, date or 
fact and search through its 256 
general knowledge lists for 
the answer. 


The spellchecker provides 
instant phonetic correction, 
plus there’s 10 word games, a 
thesaurus, calculator, an 
abbreviation solver and an 
imperial metric converter 
featuring lengths, weights, 
temperature and liquid 
measures. Presented in an 
attractive desktop case with 
large high contrast display, 
clear fonts, large buttons and auto 
power off. Batteries included. 


D6447 Desk Edition Crossword Solver 


Multi Music Centre 
Player & Recorder 


Only £249.99 plus £4.95 P&P 




Listen to all your favourite music formats and record songs onto CD, SD or USB without the need for a PC. This 
multi-function player and recorder allows you to play vinyl, CDs, cassettes, radio and other external devices and 
record them all at the touch of a button to your chosen digital media. Featuring a turntable for your 33s, 45s and 
78s, an FM radio with a fine tuning dial and integral aerial and a twin front-loading CD player with built-in 
recording function, 
plus there’s even a 
cassette deck. 


The aux-in function allows 
you to play and record other 
devices such as reel to reel, 
8 track cassettes and MP3 
players through your music 
centre and record these 
digitally also. 

The hi-fi measures W31 x 
D30 x HI 9cm and includes 
two speakers each 
measuring W14 x D13 x 
H22cm. 


D7253 Multi Music Centre 
D7928 Spare Stylus £9.99 
D8950 Vinyl Restoration & 
Cleaning Kit £15.99 



Only £32.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Steiff Fynn Teddy Bear 


Made by world famous German toy 
maker Steiff, this beautifully made 
teddy bear will make a wonderful 
Christmas gift. Full of character, he 
comes with a packed suitcase, 
ready for any adventures that might 
await him. He is made from a beige 
soft-woven plush and includes 
Steiff’s trademark gold button in 
his left ear. Machine washable at 
30°C. Height: 28cm. Ages 3+. 
D9470 Teddy Bear 
and Suitcase 


Order by the 19th of December for Christmas delivery 



Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


8-24 x 50 Binoculars 


Watch a range of wildlife, 
sky lines, spectator sports 
with these fantastic 
binoculars. With a 
powerful 8x - 24x 
magnification they can 
focus up to 1000m at 8x 
zoom. The 50mm objective 
lens gives you clear 
definition viewing. With an 
adjustable bridge for 
comfort these binoculars 
are great for beginners and 
experts alike. 

The binoculars come with 
a carry case and strap. 
There is also a polish cloth 
and protective caps to 
keep the lenses in perfect 
condition. Measures 
L19x W18.5x H6cm. 

Weight 835g. 

D9206 Zennox 
Binoculars 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 

68649 


Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 05th September and 05th December 2016. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (68649), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTni i i i \ m i i i i i i 22 m/m 2? m/m sss rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£4.95 
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NATIVE 

MONSTER 


i.nmcn: 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 


WAGGON & HORSES 




GUEST ALES 


Brand New Pool 
Table Newly 
installed 



INCLUDING BATHANIS 


Christmas 
Opening Hours 

Christmas Eve 12pm-11pm 
Christmas Day 11am-2pm 
Boxing Day 12pm-11pm 
New Year’s Eve 12pm-Late 
New Year’s Day 12pm-11pm 


JOIN OUR 
NEW 
LOYALTY 
CARD SCHEME 




s hi 



10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Real Ale Public House Church Street, Oldbury B69 3 AD 


15, 201 
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Listings for December 16-22 



* Every Monday and Tuesday 

v I • Curry, Rice & Chips 

(Various options available) 

v • Cheeseburger Meals • Chicken Sizzlers 
| • Chicken & Rib Combo Sizzlers 
• Jacket Potatoes - Choice of fillings 
I • Selection of Pies • All Desserts 

MU I I 

DRINK SPECIALS 2-4-1 

Desperado • Carlsberg • VKS 
j • Jager+Mixer 


it 



l Ml 

h BUY 6*GET ONE FREE I 


WHITE SWAN 

5 Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD 
0121 544 0045 




Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 OSD 


CARVERY 

£3.89 Monday - Saturday 
• £5.99 Sunday 


FUNCTION 


James 

Arthur 



Wednesday, 7pm 
02 Institute, Birmingham 
Tickets sold out a while ago for the 
return of the 2012 X Factor champion 
who has won over new fans with his 
Back From The Edge album. 

Visit academymusicgroup.com/o2in 
stitutebirmingham 


Festive 

Favourites 



Friday and Monday, 7.30pm, 
Sunday, 3.30pm, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Actress Jessica Flynes (pictured) 
presents a series of Christmas concerts 
featuring the CBSO’s various choral 
groups, conducted by Simon Flalsey. 
Visit thsh.co.uk 


Tinned 

Astronaut 



Saturday, 7pm 

Slade Rooms, Wolverhampton 
Wolftown put on another showcase of 
the best new bands in the city, includ¬ 
ing Tinned Astronaut, Blick Black and 
the Chilliholers, Second Fland Genes, 
FIDS and Runaway Flounds. 

Visit wolvescivic.co.uk 


Katherine 

Jenkins 



Thursday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
The celebrated Welsh soprano joins 
the London Concert Orchestra for a 
celebration with songs from her recent 
album celebrating the Queen’s 90th 
birthday plus festive favourites. 

Visit thsh.co.uk 


CHRISTMAS 

Kick up the 80’s 
Christmas party night! 

Tonight - tomorrow, £8 
The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
Or 07986 577 661 

Traditional Christmas Evenings 

Tonight - Sun, 

The Black Country Living 
Museum, Dudley, DY1 4SQ. 

Call 01215 579643 

Festive Favourites 

Tonight, Sun - Mon, various 
Birmingham Symphony Flail, 
The International Convention 
Centre, Birmingham, B1 2EA. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Roving Canal Traders 
Floating Christmas Market 

Today - tomorrow, 

Barclaycard Arena, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Christmas Charity Concert 
with Birmingham Festival 
Choral Society 

Tomorrow, 

Ladywood ARC, Birmingham, 
B16 8TF. 

Call 0121 4540973 

Christmas Crafts 

Tomorrow, 

Sandwell Valley Nature Reserve, 
West Bromwich, B43 5AG. 

Call 0121 357 7395 

Christmas storytelling 
in the house 

Tomorrow, 

Croome Court, High Green, 
Worcester, WR8 9DW. 

Call 01905 371006 

Christmas Ramble 

Sun, 

Weston Park, 

Weston-under-Lizard, Shifnal, 
TF11 8LE. 

Call 01952 852100 

Solihull Photographic Society 
- Christmas Knock Out 

Tue, 

Solihull Women’s Institute, B91 
3DQ. 

Call 07815 165438 

Carols and Sunday Lunch 

Sun, 

Weston Park, 

Weston-under-Lizard, Shifnal, 
TF11 8LE. 

Call 01952 852100 

Christmas Crafts 

Sun, 

Sandwell Valley Nature Reserve, 
West Bromwich, B43 5AG. 

Call 0121 357 7395 

Woodland Father Christmas 

Sun, 

Clent Hills, B62 ONL. 

Call 01562 712 822 


Ex Cathedra: Christmas 
Music by Candlelight 

Mon - Wed, 

St. Pauls Church, St. Pauls 
Square, Birmingham, B3 1QZ. 
Call 0121 236 7858 

Andy Williams Christmas 
Extravaganza 2016 
starring The Osmonds 

Thu, 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

Fred Zeppelin Xmas Bash 

Thu, £10-£12 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

ROCK & 

METAL 

Hells Bells-the UK’s 
best AC/DC tribute 

Tonight, £8 - £9 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Bowie Experience 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Status Quo: The Last 
Night of the Electrics 

Tonight, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Dark Side Of The Wall 
- a tribute to Pink Floyd 

Tomorrow, £8 - £10 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Madness 

Tomorrow, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Wolftown ft. Tinned 
Astronaut + others 

Tomorrow, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 HR 
Call 01902 552122 

The Stones 

Tonight, 

Theatre on the Steps, Bridgnorth, 
WV16 4BD. Call 01746 766477 

Touchstone - Christmas Bash 

Sun, £17.50-£20 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Sweet featuring Andy Scott 

Mon, £20 - £22.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Hair Rock Experience 

Thu, £5 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 


FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Kit Hawes & Aaron Catlow 

Tonight, 

SpArC Theatre, Bishops Castle, 
SY9 5AY. 

Call 01588 630321 
or 01588 638038 

Hollis & Hawkes 
Live Acoustic Set 

Tonight, 

Six Eight Kafe, Birmingham, 

B2 5HG. 

Call 0121 448 8089 

Traditional Music Session 

Sun, 

The Prince of Wales Moseley, 
Birmingham, B13 8EE. 

Call 0121 4494198 

JAZZ. SOUL. BLUES. 

MOTOWN & REGGAE 

Red Lemon Electric Blues Band 

Tonight, 

Stourbridge Town Hall, DY8 1YE. 
Call 01384 812960 

Soul City 

Sun, £18 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Urban Intro 

Mon - Wed, £5 - £10 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Detroit Soul 

Thu, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 


POP 

Spice Girls Tribute 
Night at Bel Air Nightclub 

Tonight - Thu, 

The Belfry Hotel & Resort, 
Wishaw, Sutton Coldfield, 

B76 9PR. Call 0844 980 0600 

Showaddywaddy 

Tomorrow, £20 - £22 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Sunday Classics 

Sun, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

James Arthur 

Wed, 7pm 

02 Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 437 4150 


CLASSICAL 

Stourport Choral Society 

Wed, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, Areley 
Common, Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 0NB. 

Call 07939 318973 

Katherine Jenkins 

Thu, 7pm 

Birmingham Symphony Hall, 

The International Convention 
Centre, Birmingham, B1 2EA. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

COMEDY 

Ken Dodd - Happiness Show 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

King Kong Comedy Club 

Thu, 

Gunmakers Arms, Birmingham, 
B4 6HG. 

Call 0121 236 8486 

THEATRE 

Robin Hood: The Panto 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Ludlow Assembly Rooms, 

SY8 1AZ. 

Call 01584 878141 

Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland 

Tonight, £8 - £16 
Number 8 Community Arts 
Centre, Pershore WR10 1BG. 
Call 01386 555028 

Treasure Island 

Tonight - Thu, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2EP 
Call 0121 236 4455 

Chicago The Musical 

Tonight - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Faulty Towers The Dining Expe¬ 
rience 

Tonight - tomorrow, £50 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2EP 
Call 0121 236 4455 

A Christmas Carol 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Aladdin 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Hall Green Little Theatre, 
Birmingham, B27 7RY. 

Call 0121 707 1874 

Robin Rood: The 

Panto (relaxed performance) 

Sun, £5 - £22 

Ludlow Assembly Rooms, 

SY8 1 AZ. Call 01584 878141 


The Muppet Christmas 
Carol (film screening) 

Sun, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Bolshoi: The Nutcracker 

Sun, £11.20-£13.44 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 

A Christmas Wassail 2016 

Sun - Tue, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

Snow White - The 
World’s Biggest Pantomime 

Mon - Thu, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Dick Whittington 

Mon - Thu, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Moscow State Circus 

Tue - Thu, 

Star City, Birmingham, B7 5SA. 
Call 0121 270 4455 

ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Furs, Fire and Ice 

Tonight, 

Dewsall Court, Dewsall, Hereford, 
HR2 8DA. 

Call 01432 276 724 

The Roaring 20s Party 

Tonight - Sun, Thu, 

The International Convention 
Centre, Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 200 2000 

Short Introductory Talk: Help 
& Healing on the Spiritual Path 
through the teaching of Bruno 
Groening 

Tomorrow, Free 

The Polish Millenium Centre, 

Birmingham, B5 5PH. 

Call 0121 643 3577 

Cellar Tour 

Erasmus Darwin House, Lichfield, 
WS13 7AD. 

Call 01543 306260 

Whyley Dance 

Tue, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, 

Areley Common, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 

DY13 0NB. 

Call 07939 318973 

Chance to Dance 

Thu, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, 

Areley Common, 
Stourport-on-Severn, 

DY13 0NB. 

Call 07939 318973 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 21 


EastEnder caught 
acting bug in Brum 

STEVE ‘Phil Mitchell’ McFad- 
den is a total rat. He’s a dirty 
rat. He’s King Rat. 

From Monday to January 29 he’ll 
be hamming it up with John Bar- 
rowman, comedy duo The Krankies, 
comedian Matt Slack, Over The Rain¬ 
bow winner Danielle Hope and I’d Do 
Anything winner Jodie Prenger in 
Birmingham’s biggest panto. 

Audiences can expect plenty of 
laughs, outrageous costumes, won¬ 
derful sets and scenery, and some 
amazing special effects in Dick Whit¬ 
tington. 

“It’ll be good fun,” he says. “I cut 
my teeth in panto working with Matt 
Slack. We’re good mates. We hang out 
together and go for drinks. He’s been 
on EastEnders as well.” 

Steve, Matt and co have spent sev¬ 
eral weeks getting the show in shape. 

Steve’s professional career has 
mostly centred in London. He hails 
from Maida Vale, learned how to act 
at Rada and played EastEnders hard- 
man Phil Mitchell at the BBC’s Lon¬ 
don studios. Birmingham, however, 
may well have put him on the road to 
his acting career. 

Back in the 1970s he visited the 
Second City regularly to flog perfume 
and jewellery as he tried to earn a few 
bob as a Del Boy-style market trader. 

“I used to work with my dad on the 
walkway to the Bull Ring,” he says. 

“We used to park the old Austin Mor¬ 
ris and have a bit of kit in the back. 

Then we’d do the walkway. I just re¬ 
member this big wide concourse and 
we’d sell out every time. 

“If it was raining in London we’d 
come up at the weekend and sell in 


Sweet 70s 
memories 

BLOCKBUSTER! Hellraiser, Teenage Rampage, Ballroom 
Blitz... solid gold glam rock 1970s hits that put The Sweet 
on Top Of The Pops and the cover of teenybopper mags 
more than 40 years ago. 

Sweet are back on the road with original guitarist and 
co-singer Andy Scott (pictured left), including a gig at Bil- 
ston’s Robin 2 venue on Monday. Original lead singer Brian 
Connolly died in 1997. Andy Scott’s version of the band 
features lead vocals from bassist Pete Lincoln, who previ¬ 
ously worked with Shakin’ Stevens and Sir Cliff Richard. 
The band also features two former members of melodic 
hard rock outfit Praying Mantis, keyboards/guitarist Tony 
O’Hora and drummer Bruce Bisland. 

Sweet are also special guests at the Bay City Rollers’ 
Shang-a-Lang-a-Xmas Show at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall tonight (Thursday), featuring original Rollers Les 
McKeown, Alan Longmuir and Stuart Wood. 

The Sweet’s 70s Black Country rivals Slade, featuring 
originals Dave Hill and Don Powell, have sold out their 
‘Ome Town gig at the Robin tomorrow (Friday). 

Fans of rock ‘n’ roll can join 70s hitmakers, Showaddy- 
waddy, at the Robin on Saturday. The retro outfit had ten 
top five hits - Hey Rock and Roll, Under the Moon of Love, 
When, You Got What It Takes, Three Steps to Heaven, 
Heartbeat, I Wonder Why, Dancin’ Party, A Little Bit of 
Soap, and Pretty Little Angel Eyes. Ex-singer Dave Bar- 
tram has been the band’s manager for 30 years and Andy 
Pelos took over as lead singer five years ago. The group fea¬ 
tures original members Romeo Challenger and Rod Deas. 




Steve ‘Phil Mitchell’ McFadden with Hippodrome panto co-star and pal Matt Slack 


Birmingham instead. We’d smash it 
and we’d have a good laugh with the 
people.” 

The gear was straight up guv. 
Honest. And working as an out-of- 
the-suitcase trader helped turn Steve 
onto acting. 

“We had a bit of a Del Boy thing 


with my dad and his partner. We’d 
turn the milk crates upside down 
and sell off the top. I’d always have 
a laugh with the Brummies. In many 
ways, that was my first steps into act¬ 
ing, the first time I was dealing with 
the public face-to-face. I got confident 
doing that.” 


Region’s rockers 
in showcase gigs 

CHECK out young bands tipped 
to break out of the West Mid¬ 
lands scene in 2017 at the show¬ 
case gig run by Baddies Boogie 
at the 02 Institute in Digbeth 
tomorrow night (Friday). 

The five band line up in The 
Blue Room features Kung Fu 
Rin Tin Tin plus Brum outfit 
State, Wolverhampton four- 
piece Shush, Kidderminster’s 
Plastic Scene and the Black 
Country’s Rebellion. 

It’s the same night Wolver¬ 
hampton powerhouse rock trio 
God Dam have a late finishing 
gig at the Hare and Hounds pub 
in Kings Heath. Also on that bill 
are Johnny Foreigner, Youth 
Man, False Grails and Matters. 


Red hot and blue 
with the Lemons 

RED Lemons Electric Blues 
Band, one of the top live bands 
in the Black Country and Brum 
back in the ‘80s, have got the 
band back together for another 
reunion concert. 

Following the success of last 
year’s 30 year reunion shows, 
the Red Lemons are going to 
bring their good time R&B and 
soul back to Stourbridge Town 
Hall tomorrow night (Friday). 

The band fronted by Big Jim 
Merris has celebrity fans includ¬ 
ing brief former member Adrian 
Chiles and Suzi Perry. The gig 
is on its way to being a sell-out. 
Tickets cost £22, on 0870 320 
7000, or see www.dudley.gov. 
uk/entertainment website. 


Jungle Joel jokes 
at Slade Rooms 

COMEDIAN and actor Joel 
Dommett will bring his new 
show to Wolverhampton next 
year. The runner-up in this 
year’s I’m a Celebrity... Get Me 
Out of Here, will perform at the 
Slade Rooms on March 2. 

Starting out on the comedy 
scene in 2007, the 30-year-old 
has gone onto receive critical ac¬ 
claim for his Edinburgh Fringe 
shows and in numerous televi¬ 
sion shows. 

Meanwhile, satirical come¬ 
dian Andy Zaltman brings his 
Plan Z to the same Broad Street 
venue on February 24. 

For tickets call 0870 320 
7000, or email boxoffice@wolves 
civic.co.uk. 







All football 


PERRY BARR STADIUM 


o®o 


NOWON! 


HUGE savings on all of our January and February 
2017 packages including dining and entertaining! 


JOIN US AT PERRY BARR DOGS 

PERRY BARR STADIUM, ALDRIDGE ROAD 
BIRMINGHAM B42 2ET 


BOOK NOW 

lovethedogs.co.uk 0870 840 7411 


umcKen specials 

Full spit roast chicken - BBQ/Grilled/ 
Charcoal Only £4.99 (Plain or Spiced) 
Sunday-Friday from 4pm-10pm 
Any chicken dish only £4.95 

includes either rice, chips or naan 


Excellent menu available - just ask 
if your favourite isn’t on there and we 
will do our best to accommodate 


matches shown 
! live on Sky Sports 


Saturday Special 
I Carling £2.50 a pint I 


Catering Service 

For all small or large functions 

Only £4.99 per head 
(minimum 25 people) 

FREE delivery within 10 miles 
Established 1982 


Function Room available - 
holds up to 150 guests 


89 High Street, West Bromwich 0121 525 2769 - 07815 571402 


THUR 15/12/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 16/12/16 
MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE 
SAT 17/12/16 
UB40 TRIBUTE 
SUN 18/12/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 19/12/16 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 20/12/16 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 21/12/16 
CHAD WHITE 
THUR 22/12/16 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


in 




DAILY CARVERY 

roTrfW 


We also serve 

GREAT i 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


£ 3:45 
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SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 17 


CHOICE 



Darcey Bussell 


Strictly Come Dancing 
(BBC1, 6.40pm) 

Over the past 13 weeks, we’ve 
experienced highs, lows and Ed 
Balls performing a salsa to 
Gangnam Style, but hopefully 
Strictly has still got some 
surprises in store as the 
remaining celebrity finalists 
face one last ballroom battle to 
see who will be lifting the 
famous trophy. Some viewers 
pegged Danny Mac as the 
winner following his impressive 
week one cha cha cha, but we 
could be in for an upset as the 
stars perform three routines- 
their favourite number from the 
series, the judges’ choice 
(which in previous years has 
usually been one the celebrity 
didn’t quite nail to see if they 
can improve) and the no-holds- 
barred showdance. There’ll also 
be group number, a 
performance by Emeli Sande. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin - Home 
Comforts at Christmas. (R) 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Sports Personality 2016: 
The Contenders. (R) 2.15 Bargain Hunt. 

3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00 
Final Score. 5.30 BBC News. 5.40 
Regional Programme. 5.50 Pointless 
Celebrities. 

6.40 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman host the 
live grand final, which sees the 
remaining three celebrities and 
their partners performing three 
routines each - a spectacular 
showdance, a routine from the 
series chosen by the judges and 
the one routine they hope will help 
them lift the glitterball trophy. Len 
Goodman, Bruno Tonioli, Craig 
Revel Horwood and Darcey 
Bussell give their comments and 
score the performances, but they 
are for guidance only - the 
decision as to who waltzes off with 
this year’s title is strictly down to 
the viewers’ vote. Last in the 
series. 

8.55 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

Jack Whitehall joins Michael on 
stage at London’s Theatre Royal 
on Drury Lane, along with Sting, 
who performs some of his classic 
hits, and music from his new 
album 57th & 9th. Plus, Ricky 
Gervais’s insufferable middle- 
manager-turned-musician David 
Brent makes a special appearance. 
Celebrity chef Jamie Oliver risks 
the ire of his friends and family as 
Michael seizes his phone in Send 
To All, and two people from the 
same family receive the surprise of 
their lives in Unexpected Star. 

9.55 BBC News; Weather. 

10.15The National Lottery Live. The 
all-important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Crystal Palace v Chelsea 
and West Bromwich Albion v 
Manchester United; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.45 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman 
looks at the major stories shaping 
the NFL world, joined by former 
Super Bowl winners Osi 
Umenyiora and Jason Bell. 

12.15 Film: Old School. (2003) 1.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.50 Film: Holiday Affair. (1949) 8.15 
Film: The Bishop’s Wife. (1947) 10.00 
This Farming Life. (R) 11.00 This 
Farming Life. (R) 12.00 Wild Japan. (R) 

I. 00 Wild Japan. (R) 2.00 Wild Japan. 
(R) 3.00 Film: The Odd Life of Timothy 
Green. (2012) Fantasy, starring Jennifer 
Garner. 4.35 Film: Nativity 2: Danger in 
the Manger! (2012) Comedy sequel, 
starring David Tennant. 

6.25 Dad’s Army. First-ever episode of 
the classic comedy, in which bank 
manager George Mainwaring 
assembles a motley crew of 
volunteers to protect Britain from 
Nazi invasion. Arthur Lowe stars. 

6.55 Operation Snow Tiger. Part two of 
two. Cameraman Max Hug 
Williams follows a tiger to see if 
she has new cubs, while Liz 
Bonnin searches for another 
female that has gone missing. (R) 

7.55 Walt Disney-Part Two. 
Documentary exploring the life, 
career and legacy of Walt Disney, 
presenting a portrait of the 
animator as an ambitious 
entrepreneur whose masterpieces 
defined an industry. 

8.55 Film: A Christmas Carol. (2009) 

A foul-tempered Victorian miser 
who hates the festive season is 
visited on Christmas Eve by a 
series of ghosts. The spirits intend 
to make him mend his wicked 
ways by showing him visions of 
the past, the present and what the 
future will hold for him if he does 
not change for the better. 

Animated fantasy based on 
Charles Dickens’ novel, featuring 
motion-captured performances by 
Jim Carrey and Gary Oldman. 

10.25 Ql XL. Sandi Toksvig quizzes 
guests Miles Jupp, Deirdre O’Kane 
and Phill Jupitus and regular 
panelist Alan Davies on a series of 
subjects involving non sequiturs in 
this extended episode. 

II. 10 Porridge. Fletch discovers fellow 

inmates at Slade Prison are 
planning an escape over 
Christmas. Festive edition from 
1975, with Ronnie Barker. (R) 

11.50The Making of Young Men. 
Documentary going behind the 
scenes of BalletBoyz’ first feature 
film, a re-working of the 
company’s hugely successful 
stage production of the same 
name that premiered in 2015. 

12.20 Balletboyz - Young Men. (R) 1.20 
Film: Chances Are. (1989) 3.05 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 6.40 Thunderbirds Are 
Go. (R) 7.00 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.20 Oddbods. (R) 7.25 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.30 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Film: Carry On Follow That Camel. 
(1967) Comedy, with Jim Dale. 11.20 
Judge Rinder. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 This Time Next Year. (R) 

1 .35 Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder 
Emporium. (2007) Fantasy comedy, 
starring Dustin Hoffman and Natalie 
Portman. 3.20 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
3.45 Regional Programme; 
Weather.4.00 ITV News; Weather. 4.15 
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The 
Fellowship of the Ring. (2001) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Elijah Wood. 

7.30 Film: The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey. (2012) Unassuming 
hobbit Bilbo Baggins is pulled out 
of his comfortable life when 
Gandalf the wizard volunteers him 
for a dangerous quest. He joins a 
party of dwarves who are on a 
mission to reclaim their lost 
homeland, which has been taken 
over by a dragon. When the group 
journeys into the Misty Mountains, 
Bilbo becomes separated from the 
dwarves and falls into a cave, 
where he finds himself confronted 
by Gollum and forced to play a 
riddle game. It is set in Middle- 
earth 60 years before the events of 
The Lord of the Rings and is the 
first part of Peter Jackson’s 
fantasy adventure trilogy based on 
JRR Tolkien’s novel, starring 
Martin Freeman, Ian McKellen, 
Richard Armitage, James Nesbitt, 
Ken Stott, Cate Blanchett, Ian 
Holm and Christopher Lee. 

10.40 ITV News; Weather. 

10.55 Film: Private Benjamin. (1980) A 
society widow enlists in the army 
in the hope of finding a new 
direction, but comes into conflict 
with her tough commanding 
officer. Comedy, with Goldie Hawn 
and Armand Assante. 

12.55 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 Three Peaks Yacht Race. 7.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Frasier. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 The 
Morning Line. 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 11.15 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.45 Film: The Dog 
Who Saved the Holidays. (2012) 
Premiere. Comedy sequel, starring 
Shelley Long. 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 
Live coverage from Ascot and Haydock 
Park. 4.05 The Simpsons. (R) 4.35 The 
Simpsons. (R) 5.05 Ice Age: A 
Mammoth Christmas. (R) 5.40 Film: 
Arthur Christmas. (2011) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of James 
McAvoy. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Tree of the Year with Ardal 
O’Hanlon. The comedian and 
former Father Ted actor visits 
some of the UK’s most 
remarkable trees, before 
revealing the winners of the 
Woodland Trust’s prestigious 
Tree of the Year awards from a 
28-strong shortlist. Each winning 
specimen from England, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Wales is then put to a panel of 
experts, who select just one of 
the four to take the overall title of 
UK Tree of the Year. 

9.00 It Was Alright in the 1970s. Matt 
Lucas narrates this look at the 
programmes that flirted with 
danger during the decade, 
including Blue Peter, which 
carried on filming as a fire broke 
out live on air, while The Fun of 
the Fair showed teenage girls 
riding motorcycles through 
burning hoops. At the same time 
government-produced public 
information films petrified 
viewers with scary scenarios of 
possible accidents in the home. 
Contributors include Robin 
Askwith, Liza Goddard, Oona 
King, Clive Anderson, Philippa 
Perry, Samira Ahmed, Ellie Taylor 
and Angela Barnes. 

10.00Film: Escape Plan. (2013) A 
security expert is incarcerated 
after being duped and tries to 
break out with the help of a fellow 
convict. Thriller, with Sylvester 
Stallone and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

12.15 Film: The Guest. (2014) 2.00 
Bear’s Wild Weekend with Jonathan 
Ross. (R) 2.50 The Last Leg. (R) 3.45 
Hollyoaks. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.15 Film: A Cinderella 
Christmas. (2016) 1.05 Film: Christmas 
Cookies. (2016) Premiere. Romantic 
drama, starring Jill Wagner and Wes 
Brown. 2.50 Film: Love Always, Santa. 
(2016) Premiere. Festive romance, 
starring Marguerite Moreau. 4.35 Film: 
Christmas Under Wraps. (2014) 
Premiere. Drama, starring Candace 
Cameron Bure. 

6.25 Film: Space Cowboys. (2000) A 
former Air Force test pilot, who 
was sidelined from space 
exploration because of his difficult 
character, is recruited 40 years 
later to help America’s post-Cold 
War Russian allies. Teaming up 
with three fellow veteran airmen, 
he uses his expertise in navigation 
to stop a malfunctioning Soviet 
satellite from crashing to Earth. 
Adventure, directed by and 
starring Clint Eastwood. With 
Tommy Lee Jones, James Garner, 
Donald Sutherland and James 
Cromwell. Includes 5 News at 
7.25pm. Edited for language. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Burton 
Albion v Newcastle United at the 
Pirelli Stadium, Birmingham City v 
Brighton & Hove Albion at the 
AMEX Stadium and Blackburn 
Rovers v Reading at Ewood Park. 
10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in the Leagues 
One and Two, including 
Scunthorpe United v Millwall. 

10.30The Funny Thing About 
Christmas. A selection of 
comedians and celebrities, 
including Anthea Turner, Vanessa 
Feltz, Carl Fogarty and Kerry 
Godliman, discuss everything they 
love and loathe about the festive 
season. 

11.30 Greatest Ever Christmas Songs. A 

celebratory compilation of some of 
the biggest festive songs over the 
last 50 years, featuring a wide 
variety of artists including the 
Pogues, Johnny Mathis and the 
Darkness. 

1.25 SuperCasino. 3.10 All New Traffic 
Cops. (R) 4.00 The Secret Life of 
Puppies: Terrible Twos. (R) 4.50 House 
Doctor. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 

5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Queen Elizabeth I: ATimewatch 
Guide 8.00 Last Journey of the Magna 
Carta King 9.00 Modus 10.30 Top of the 
Pops: 198211.00 Ultimate Number Is at 
the BBC 12.00 Agnetha: Abba and After 

I. 00 Kings of 70s Romance 2.00 Burt 
Bacharach: A Life in Song 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

II. 35 Catchphrase Celebrity Special 

12.35 You’ve Been Framed! at Christmas 

1.35 Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas 2.35 
Film: Peter Pan (2003) 3.35 FYI Daily 

3.40 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 4.45 Film: 
Snow Dogs (2002) 7.00 You’ve Been 
Framed! at Christmas 8.00 Scorpion 
9.00 Film: A Very Harold & Kumar 
Christmas (2011) 10.50 Family Guy 
12.15 Mom 12.40 American Dad! 1.10 
Film: Bring It On (2000) 3.00 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

1.50 Foyle’s War 3.50 Midsomer 
Murders 5.55 Midsomer Murders: 

Ghosts of Christmas Past 8.00 Doc 
Martin 9.00 The Booze Cruise III 11.00 
Inspector Morse 1.15 Wycliffe 2.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.40 Film: The Great Outdoors (1988) 

1.45 FYI Daily 1.50 Film: The Great 
Outdoors (1988) 2.30 Film: Bill & Ted’s 
Excellent Adventure (1989) 3.30 FYI 
Daily 3.35 Film: Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure (1989) 4.15 Film: Bill & Ted’s 
Bogus Journey (1991) 5.15 FYI Daily 
5.20 Film: Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey 
(1991) 6.10 Film: On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service (1969) 7.15 FYI Daily 7.20 
Film: On Her Majesty’s Secret Service 
(1969) 9.00 Film: The Specialist (1994) 
10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: The 
Specialist (1994) 11.10 Film: Inside Man 
(2006) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: 

Inside Man (2006) 1.50 Hell on Wheels 

2.45 Movies Now 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.05 Melissa & Joey 1.00 Black-ish 
2.00 Film: Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010) 
4.00 The Goldbergs 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: The Twilight Saga: 
Breaking Dawn-Parti (2011)11.20 
Gogglebox 1.25 Rude Tube 2.30 The 
Inbetweeners 3.25 New Girl 5.00 
Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Black Nativity (2013) 1.00 Step Up 
(2006) 3.05 Carry On Regardless (1961) 
4.55 Chalet Girl (2011) 6.50 Men in Black 
3 (2012) 9.00 Bridesmaids (2011) 11.25 
Devil’s Due (2014) 1.10 Terminator 
Salvation (2009) 3.30 Close 
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CAROUSEL 


BAT OUT OF HELL 

THE MUSICAL 


GLOWING LIKE THE METAL ON THE EDGE 
OF A KNIFE 


Jim Steinman’s epic rock and roll theatrical fantasy 
BAT OUT OF HELL THE MUSICAL, the inspiration for one of 
the most iconic and successful albums in history, is set to 
explode onto the London Coliseum stage in 2017. 

BAT OUT OF HELL is a romantic adventure about rebellious 
youth that tears through over 15 of Jim Steinman’s 
classic songs. 


55 performances only June - July 2017 


AT THE LONDON COLISEUM 

KATHERINE JENKINS AND ALFIE BOE WILL 
STAR FOR THE FIRST TIME TOGETHER IN THE 
WEST END 

Fifteen years after getting caught up in an armed robbery 
and taking his own life, the charming carousel barker 
Billy Bigelow gets a chance to return to earth and make 
amends. Discovering that his daughter Louise has grown 
into a lonely, troubled teenager, haunted by her father’s 
legacy, Billy vows to restore pride to his family in the 
musical voted by Time as the greatest of the 20th Century. 
Features much-loved classic songs ‘You’ll Never Walk 
Alone’, ‘If I Loved You’, ‘Mister Snow’ and ‘June is Bustin 
Out All Over’, 

5 weeks only - from 7 April 2017 


ALFIE KATHERINE tN 
BOE JENKINS O 

RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN'S 

CAROUSEL 


DREAMGIRLS 

THE MOST ANTICIPATED MUSICAL OF THE YEAR 

Thirty-five years after the groundbreaking original 
Broadway production, this UK and West End premiere of 
the sensational and iconic Tony Award®-winning musical 
DREAMGIRLS comes to London, starring Amber Riley. 
DREAMGIRLS transports you to a revolutionary time in 
American music history and charts the tumultuous journey 
of a young female singing trio from Chicago, Illinois called 
‘The Dreams’. They learn the hard lesson that show business 
is as tough as it is fabulous. 

Booking until 6th May 2017 


JIM HERMAN'S 

B4t 

fl :l,t I 

Hell 

▼ mmiisui 

IOMOON Cr>J 


Theatre breaks by coach, rail or go as you please 


From only 
£169 .95pp 


For more information 

or to book, please call: U 19^4 d/9vv 


Quote: WOLIO 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 0me 9 aHols @omegaHois omegaHois 
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SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 18 


CHOICE 



Gabby Logan 


Sports Personality of the 
Year 2016 
(BBC1, 6.40pm) 

Gary Lineker, Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan present this 
year’s ceremony live from the 
GentingArena in Birmingham. 
Tennis star Andy Murray was 
presented the prestigious 
main award in 2015 and is in 
contention once again after a 
stellar year that saw him win 
Wimbledon, claim his second 
Olympic gold medal and 
remarkably overhaul Novak 
Djokovic to end 2016 as world 
number one. However, he is 
likely to face stiff competition 
from other Rio medallists, such 
as Mo Farah, Laura Kenny and 
Alistair Brownlee. The Team of 
the Year, Lifetime 
Achievement, Young Sports 
Personality of the Year and 
Unsung Hero awards will also 
be handed out. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Fern Britton Meets Rebecca Ferguson. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Flog It! (R) 2.10 Elizabeth 
at 90 - A Family Tribute. (R) 3.40 Planet 
Earth II. (R) 4.40 Songs of Praise. 5.15 
BBC News. 5.30 Regional Programme. 

5.40 Countryfile. 

6.40 Sports Personality of the Year 
2016. Gary Lineker, Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan present this 
year’s ceremony live from the 
Genting Arena in Birmingham. 
Tennis star Andy Murray was 
presented the prestigious main 
award in 2015 and is in contention 
once again after a stellar year that 
saw him win Wimbledon, claim his 
second Olympic gold medal and 
remarkably overhaul Novak 
Djokovic to end 2016 as world 
number one. 

9.00 The Apprentice. After 11 weeks of 
challenges that have seen the 
teams selling sweets, 
crowdfunding and becoming 
personal shoppers in a leading 
department store, the final two 
battle it out to go into partnership 
with Alan Sugar. Their final task is 
to launch their businesses and 
present their ideas to an audience 
of industry experts at City Flail, 
London. But they need assistance, 
so former contenders return to 
help each finalist as they come up 
with brands, devise campaigns 
and make TV adverts. Will the 
industry bigwigs like their ideas? 
And who will have done enough to 
convince Lord Sugar to pick them 
as his partner? Last in the series. 
10.00 The Apprentice: You’re Hired. 
Rhod Gilbert is joined by the 
winner, the runner-up and Lord 
Sugar himself, as the business 
tycoon reveals the reasons behind 
his final decision. Last in the 
series. 

11.00 BBC News. 

11.20 Regional Programme. 
11.30Walliams& Friend. MeeraSyal 
becomes David Walliams’ latest 
“friend”, joining forces with him in 
a variety of sketches. A number of 
celebrities also make fleeting 
appearances. (R) 

12.00 Flave I Got a Bit More News for 
You. Gary Lineker hosts an extended 
edition of the satirical quiz. 12.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 12.50 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.20 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.05 
Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 8.05 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 Super Powered 
Owls: Natural World. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 A to Z of 
Christmas Cooking. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. 1.00 Tom Kerridge Cooks 
Christmas. (R) 1.30 Equestrian: Olympia 
2016. 4.35 Full Steam Ahead. (R) 5.35 
Film: The Terminal. (2004) An Eastern 
European en route to America is 
stranded after a coup in his homeland. 
Comedy, starring Tom Flanks and 
Catherine Zeta-Jones. 

7.40 Victoria Wood as Seen on TV 
Special. Comedy sketches written 
by and starring Victoria Wood, 
with Julie Walters, Celia Imrie, 
Duncan Preston and Susie Blake. 
(R) 

8.20 Best of British: Victoria Wood. 

The comedian and writer looks 
back on her career in a programme 
originally broadcast in 1998. She 
reflects on her childhood in 1960s 
Lancashire and her long and 
successful career as a performer. 
Featuring contributions from 
regular collaborators Julie Walters 
and Celia Imrie, and famous fans 
including Clive James, Thora Hird 
and Caroline Aherne. (R) 

9.00 Victoria Wood’s Midlife 

Christmas. A festive special from 
2009 that attempts to cram an 
entire night’s Christmas viewing 
into 60 minutes. Highlights include 
the Midlife Olympics 2009, 
popular costume drama Lark Pies 
to Cranchesterford and the 
adventures of soap star Bo 
Beaumont, played by Victoria’s 
long-time collaborator Julie 
Walters. Others joining in the fun 
are Delia Smith, Jayne Torvill, 
Christopher Dean, Reece 
Shearsmith and Anton Du Beke. 

(R) 

10.00 Victoria Wood: At it Again. A 

filmed performance at the Royal 
Albert Flail, taken from the 
comedian’s 2001 UKtour. 

11.30 Film: Last Chance Harvey. (2008) 
A miserable New Yorker falls for 
an equally unfulfilled woman he 
meets while in London to attend 
his daughter’s wedding. Romantic 
drama, starring Dustin Floffman 
and Emma Thompson. 

12.55 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.50 
Holby City. Essie’s feelings towards 
Parker lead her to make a questionable 
decision. (R) 2.50 This Is BBC Two. 
Preview of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.25 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.30 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 Film: All Stars. 
(2013) 11.20 Let’s Do Christmas with 
Gino& Mel. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.20 Off Their Rockers. (R) 

12.50 Film: The Incredible Hulk. (2008) 
Comic-book adventure, starring Edward 
Norton. 2.55 Film: National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation. (1989) Comedy, 
starring Chevy Chase. 4.45 Film: Santa 
Claus: The Movie. (1985) Family fantasy 
adventure, starring Dudley Moore. 

6.40 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.50 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 All Star Mr & Mrs Christmas 
Special. Phillip Schofield hosts a 
special festive edition of the game 
show, in which celebrity guest 
couples reveal how much they 
know about each other - or not, as 
the case may be. The contestants 
are Dominic Brunt (Emmerdale’s 
Paddy Kirk) and his wife Jo, boxer 
Lennox Lewis and his wife violet 
and T’Pau singer Carol Decker and 
her husband Richard. 

8.00 Midsomer Murders. Christmas 
special of the detective drama. The 
village of Little Auburn has stood 
abandoned since the Second 
World War, but now plans are 
afoot to restore it to its former 
glory. However, the grand 
reopening takes a grisly turn when 
a man is murdered. DCI Barnaby 
and his new partner DS Jamie 
Winter are soon on the case, and 
must unravel a web of lies 
connecting past and present to 
bring the killer to justice. Neil 
Dudgeon stars, with Nick Hendrix 
making his debut as Barnaby’s 
latest assistant. Guest starring 
Hugh Dennis and Sally Phillips. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Film: Hot Fuzz. (2007) A zealous 
policeman is relocated to a sleepy 
country village. Action comedy, 
starring Simon Pegg. 

12.35 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

6.45 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.10 Frasier. (R) 7.40 Frasier. (R) 8.05 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 8.35 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 9.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Lewis vs Nico: FI 2016.2.05 Film: 
Inkheart. (2008) Fantasy adventure, 
starring Brendan Fraser. 4.10 The 
Snowman. (R) 4.45 Channel 4 News. 

5.10 Film: Cars. (2006) Pixar animated 
adventure, with the voices of Owen 
Wilson and Paul Newman. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather. 
Footage of unusual weather 
conditions recorded in Britain 
during 2016, and exploring the 
factors that led to these incidents. 
The programme features footage 
recorded by people caught in the 
middle of floods, super-storms, 
tornadoes and lightning strikes, as 
well as a look at how a record level 
El Nino effect altered Britain’s 
weather. 

9.00 Humans. In the aftermath of the 
silo tragedy, Hester seeks revenge 
on Leo, while Karen decides she 
and Sam have no future, and 
decides to take matters into her 
own hands. Niska plans to return 
to Berlin with Astrid, but struggles 
with the idea of abandoning her 
family, and Joe makes a shocking 
confession to Laura. Last in the 
series. 

lO.OOGogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: About a Boy. (2002) A 

womaniser who poses as a father 
to meet single women changes his 
ways after befriending a lonely 
youngster. Romantic comedy, with 
Hugh Grant, Toni Collette and 
Nicholas Hoult. 

12.55 Film: Before I Goto Sleep. (2014) 
A woman who cannot retain her 
memories tries to piece together her 
past, and fears her husband is hiding 
something from her. Thriller, starring 
Nicole Kidman and Colin Firth. 2.25 60 
Days in Jail. Jeff pursues a friendship 
with a duplicitous inmate and ends up in 
a dangerous situation. Zac receives a 
visit from his wife and Tami’s feud with 
Barbra continues. (R) 3.20 Kirstie and 
Phil’s Love It or List It.(R) 4.15 Location, 
Location, Location. Kirstie Allsopp and 
(R) 5.10 Supershoppers. Claims of huge 
reductions by high-street discount 
stores. (R) 5.40 The King of Queens. 
Doug plans a Valentine’s Day meal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Monkey. 6.05 Bop Box. 
(R) 6.10 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.40 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack 
and Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 
7.05 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Pip Ahoy! 
(R) 7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.40 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 8.00 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy in Toyland. 

(R) 8.40 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 9.00 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 10.00 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.00 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 11.30 The Gadget Show. 
(R) 12.30 Film: A Perfect Christmas List. 
(2014) Drama, starring Ellen Hollman. 

2.15 Film: Lost Letter Mysteries for 
Christmas. (2014) Festive comedy, 
starring Eric Mabius. 4.00 Film: The 
Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey. 
(2007) Family drama, starring Tom 
Berenger. 5.45 Film: Scrooge. (1970) 
Musical fantasy, starring Albert Finney. 
8.00 Michael Buble at Christmas. The 

Canadian crooner’s fifth festive 
special sees him take to the stage 
of the Orpheus Theatre in Los 
Angeles, with guest appearances 
by Celine Dion, Sharon Jones and 
the Dap-Kings, and Tori Kelly. The 
music features classics such as 
White Christmas, Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas, Jingle 
Bells, This Christmas and Here 
Comes Santa Claus. Michael also 
performs the premiere of his new 
Christmas song, The More You 
Give (The More You’ll Have). (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Hercules. (2014) Premiere. 
The ancient Greek warrior 
becomes famous as highly 
exaggerated tales of his exploits 
spread throughout the land. He is 
forced to live up to his 
mythological status when he joins 
forces with a group of mercenaries 
to restore a deposed king to his 
rightful throne. Action adventure, 
starring Dwayne Johnson, Ian 
McShane and John Hurt. Includes 
5 News at 10pm. 

10.55Film: Snitch. (2013) Aman 
volunteers to become an 
undercover informant in a drug 
trafficking operation to save his 
son from prison. Crime thriller, 
starring Dwayne Johnson. 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire 
Vet: Winter on the Moors. (R) 4.00 Now 
That’s Funny! (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 

5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Danielle de Niese: The Birth of an 
Opera 8.00 The Barber of Seville from 
Glyndebourne 10.45 Lucy Worsley: 
Mozart’s London Odyssey 11.45 Horizon: 
Solar Storms - The Threat to Planet Earth 

12.45 How to Build a Jumbo Jet Engine 

1.45 Inside Porton Down: Britain’s Secret 
Weapons Research Facility 2.45 Howto 
Build Britain’s Secret Engineers 3.45 
Close 

ITV2 

12.20 You’ve Been Framed at Christmas! 

1.20 The Smurfs: A Christmas Carol 1.45 
Film: Santa Paws 2: The Santa Pups 
(2012) 3.40 Film: Mickey’s Twice Upon a 
Christmas (2004) 5.05 Catchphrase 
Christmas Special 6.05 The X Factor 
Winner’s Story 7.10 Film: The Amazing 
Spider-Man (2012) 10.00 Family Guy 
11.55 American Dad! 12.55 The 
Cleveland Show 1.55 Bordertown 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.45 Agatha Christie’s Marple 1.45 
Film: Columbo: The Conspirators (1978) 

3.45 Film: Casablanca (1942) 4.45 FYI 
Daily 4.50 Film: Casablanca (1942) 5.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 8.00 Meet the 
Penguins 9.00 Alexander Armstrong’s 
Land of the Midnight Sun 10.00 Wycliffe 

11.10 Film: Wimbledon (2004) 12.10 
FYI Daily 12.15 Film: Wimbledon (2004) 
1.05 Lewis 2.55 Wycliffe 3.45 May the 
Best House Win 5.30 You’re Only Young 
Twice 5.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

1.25 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 4.15 Film: 

The Horse Soldiers (1959) 6.40 Film: 
Diamonds Are Forever (1971)9.00 Film: 
The Deer Hunter (1978) 10.05 FYI Daily 

10.10 Film: The Deer Hunter (1978) 

12.45 Hell on Wheels 1.40 Quincy ME 

2.45 Ironside 3.40 Tommy Cooper 4.10 
The Wine Show 

E4 

12.00 Film: Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 
Rodrick Rules (2011) 2.00 Ice Age: A 
Mammoth Christmas 2.25 The 
Goldbergs 5.05 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn - Part 2 (2012) 11.20 Tattoo Fixers 

12.25 Gogglebox 1.30 The Inbetweeners 
2.35 New Girl 3.45 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Mr Popper’s Penguins (2011) 1.00 
The Tale of the Princess Kaguya (2013) 

3.50 Miracle on 34th Street (1994) 6.05 
The Karate Kid (2010) 9.00 Knight and 
Day (2010) 11.10 August: Osage County 
(2013) 1.30 Before the Devil Knows 
You’re Dead (2007) 3.50 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 





FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

A Christmas Reunion, Channel 5,5.15pm 

High-flying executive Amy inherits half of her aunt’s 
bakery, but the catch is the remaining share has been 
left to her former high-school sweetheart. The pair are 
reunited in their home town just in time to organise the 
annual Christmas cookie contest. Romantic drama, 
starring Denise Richards and Jake Busey. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Forgetting Sarah Marshall, ITV, 10.40pm 

A musician is devastated when his actress girlfriend 
leaves him, and he tries to cure his broken heart with 
a holiday in Hawaii. Unfortunately, his efforts to forget 
the past are scuppered when his ex turns out to be 
staying at the same resort with her new boyfriend - a 
successful rock star - in tow. Romantic comedy, 
starring Jason Segel and Kristen Bell. (2008) 


WEDNESDAY 
Wanted, ITV, 10.40pm 

A disillusioned man learns his father was a member 
of a secret society of superpowered assassins 
dedicated to eliminating people who are destined to 
commit acts of evil in the future. Having inherited his 
father’s special abilities, he is recruited into the 
organisation and must take on a former member who 
has betrayed it. Action adventure, starring James 
McAvoy, Angelina Jolie and Morgan Freeman. (2008) 


THURSDAY 

Alan Partridge: Alpha Papa, BBC2,11.05pm 

The hapless local radio DJ ends up in the centre of a 
crisis when a colleague gets fired by the station’s new 
owners, only to respond by returning to the studio with 
a shotgun and taking hostages. The police enlist 
Alan’s aid as a negotiator, giving him the chance to 
revive his own flagging public profile. Comedy, starring 
Steve Coogan and Sean Pertwee. (2013) 


FRIDAY 

Saving Mr Banks, BBC2, 8.30pm 

Premiere. Walt Disney tries to persuade the creator of 
Mary Poppins to part with the movie rights to her 
beloved creation. Fact-based drama, with Emma 
Thompson, Tom Hanks, Paul Giamatti and Colin 
Farrell. (2013) 


Series proves it is far 
from an amateur affair 


MONDAY 

Sir Lenny Henry - A Life on Screen 
BBC2, 9pm 

When Lenny Henry won the New Faces talent show 
in 1975, those watching probably never expected 
him to go on to be an acclaimed Shakespearean 
actor and knight of the realm. In fact, we boldly 
suggest that Henry himself probably thought that 
such a twist in his life and career seemed highly 
unlikely. But during his 41 years in the public eye, Sir 
Lenworth George Henry, to give him his full name, 
has used his talents in a wide variety of genres, 
from comedy to drama, to writing and stand-up, not 
to mention TV presenting, music and, of course, 
Shakespeare. As a result, Henry fully deserves this 
tribute to his career, which features clips from 
various projects, as well as interviews with friends 
and colleagues, and with the man himself. 

TUESDAY 

Hilda Ogden’s Last Ta-ra - A Tribute to Jean 

Alexander 

ITV, 8pm 

She may have moved out of Coronation Street in 
1987 after a 23-year stint, but Hilda Ogden remains 
one of British soap’s most iconic characters. So it’s 
only fitting that ITV is paying tribute to the actress 
who played her, Jean Alexander, who died in 


FRIDAY 

Strictly Len Goodman 
BBC1,7pm 

It’s the end of a Strictly era - head judge Len 
Goodman is hanging up his ‘seven’ paddle and 
stepping down from the panel. We’ll still get to see 
him offer his opinions on the Christmas special, but 
this programme serves as his goodbye as he looks 
back over his time on Strictly - and seeing as he’s 
been there since the first episode, it also functions 
as a history of one of Britain’s most popular shows. 
Few people could have guessed when the pro¬ 
celebrity ballroom challenge began in 2004 as part 
of Sport Relief that it would become such a ratings 
juggernaut, turning the judges and many of the 
professional dancers into celebrities in their own 
right. Here, some of the cast members past and 
present share their memories of the Strictly 
experience - and Len. 

Wild Tales from the Village 
BBC2, 7.30pm 

Documentary following the animals that live near a 
remote rural French village, including red squirrels, 
dormice and stone martens. As the wildlife struggles 
to survive the winter, they take full advantage of 
living so close to unsuspecting humans in their 
search for food, while trying not to be detected. 


T hey say that roles for people 
of a certain age are rare, and 
that if you’re an actress over 
the age of 40, you may as well 
forget it. 

Well, try telling that to Sally 
Wainwright, the woman behind two 
of the BBC’s biggest drama hits of 
the last five years - Happy Valley 
and Last Tango in Halifax. 

The former won’t be back on our 
screens for a couple of years, 
apparently, because Wainwright is 
so busy working on other projects, 
but it’s provided Sarah Lancashire, 
who is 52, with arguably the best 
role of her career, that of gritty 
policewoman Catherine Cawood. 

She also appears in Last Tango 
and has been Bafta-nominated for 
both parts (winning for Happy Valley 
in 2014). 

“When you read Sally’s scripts, 
they’re not like scripts, they’re like 
transcripts of people’s lives and they 
breathe immediately,” says 
Lancashire of Wainwright’s work. 
“Her words do it for you, you don’t 
have to think about it too much; in 


fact it’s often best to let her writing 
do it for you. She’s just top of her 
game really.” 

But Lancashire isn’t the only actor 
to benefit from Wainwright’s Last 
Tango - its leads are portrayed by 
Anne Reid (81) and Derek Jacobi 
(78), while Nicola Walker (46) also 
appears. 

If you haven’t caught the series by 
now, what have you been doing? 
You’ve certainly been missing a treat 
- the tale of seventysomething 
former teenage sweethearts Alan 
and Celia finding love again after 60 
years apart is touching, moving and, 
at times, hilarious. It’s also inspired 
by Wainwright’s own mother who 
reconnected with an old flame she 
hadn’t seen since she was 15. 

It’s almost two years since we last 
caught up with them, and this new, 
two-part episode picks up where the 
previous series left off, with Celia’s 
daughter Caroline (Lancashire) still 
coming to terms with the death of 
her wife Kate. 

Perhaps it’s her struggle to cope 
that inspires Caroline to consider a 


fresh start away from the Harrogate 
home she shares with Alan and 
Celia. Regular viewers will be aware 
that Caroline bought her ex-husband 
out of the property with financial 
help from her mother and stepfather 
- so where will her decision to move 
on leave them? 

For now, that remains a mystery, 
and the couple don’t seem unduly 
concerned about their fate either - 
perhaps because they are too 
wrapped up in the local amateur 
dramatics group to notice; Celia’s 
debut in a leading role in Noel 
Coward’s Blithe Spirit seems to be 
taking all their time, attention and 
energy. 

Meanwhile, somebody should 
keep an eye on Alan’s daughter 
Gillian. She’s a bit of a loose 
cannon at the best of times, but she 
seems to be sailing close to the 
edge as mysterious goings-on in her 
farm’s barn lead her to believe that 
the past is coming back to haunt 
her. 

The concluding part airs on 
Tuesday, but there is some good 
news - a fourth is on its way. 


Derek Jacobi stars in Last Tango in Halifax, Monday, BBC1, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


October. The documentary features contributions 
from former colleagues William Roache, Michael Le 
Veil and Sally Dynevor, who also enjoy watching 
classic moments in a special recreation of Stan and 
Hilda Ogden’s famous living room. Younger 
members of the Corrie cast also celebrate Hilda’s 
legacy and famous fans, including Paul 
O’Grady, provide their own memories. 

WEDNESDAY 
This Time Next Year 
ITV, 8pm 

Davina McCall meets Rebecca and 
Richard Francis from Camarthen in 
Wales who are hoping to finally be 
able to extend their family and 
have a child. After suffering a 
number of miscarriages and 
unsure if this is linked to Rebecca’s 
diabetes, the couple are hoping a new 
treatment method will allow them to finally 
have the baby they long for. The presenter also 
meets Luke Reeson who was hoping to make the 
GB Paralympic swim team and head to Rio. The 
27-year-old from Cumbria took up swimming after 
suffering a gunshot wound to his 
leg and groin whilst serving in 
Afghanistan and found a new 


The 


career path. Will Luke be able to achieve his dream 
and earn a place on Team GB? 

THURSDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

BBC1,8pm 

Royle Family star Ricky Tomlinson 
ets out to trace his family tree. 
The actor is well known for 
playing the archetypal scouser 
- and it turns out his Liverpool 
roots run deep. Ricky discovers 
that he comes from generations 
of carters, who transported 
goods on Liverpool’s docks 
when the city was the 
British Empire’s busiest 
port. Ricky’s rage and 

■ sorrow grow as he 
discovers how 
l dangerous 
| conditions were for 
[ his ancestors, eerily 
I echoing his own 
l fight for workers’ 

I rights as a trade 


Hilda Ogden’s Last Ta-ra - A Tribute to Jean 
Alexander, Tuesday, ITV, 8pm 



We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 
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NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
®New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock •Steel Reinforced 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



CHRONICLE 


Are 

you 

in the 

picture? 

Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 
Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 
Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper | MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 
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No.408 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Helps to define 
the goal of angry 
lawyers (8) 

5. Pick out the place 

(4) 

9. It turns on an 
opponent (4) 

10. Subdued, having 
arrived after it’s 
finished (8) 

11. Wordy form of gift 

(5) 

12. Horsemen surround 
a group of attackers 

(7) 

13. Device that should 
catch on, if handled 
properly (9,4) 

18. Gives information 
which could head 
to making an arrest 

( 8 ) 

19. French girl returns 
if encored (4) 

20. Understand and 
cash in (7) 

21. A rash sort of girl 
(5) 

22. The ultimate in 
saltshakers (4) 

23. Living wages? (8) 


Down 

2. Sounds like a 
private bitterness 
that’s harboured (7) 

3. It’s important to 
one’s standing as a 
rider (7) 

4. Meet and strive to 
make some display 
(13) 

6. One in a seaside 
feature breaks new 
ground (7) 

7. Crime that no tears 
can undo (7) 

8. Making an attempt 
to be difficult (6) 

13. Not a specific officer 
(7) 

14. Overhead lines (7) 

15. Serene number in 
tartan (6) 

16. Ian felt unusually 
swell (7) 

17. Casual worker not 
on duty (3-4) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 


. For common use (8) 

2. Total (7) 

■■ Lave (4) 

3. Least (7) 

L Sharp (4) 

4. Retaliation (2,3,3,2,3) 

L Pertinent (8) 

. Soothes (5) 

6. Greed (7) 

:. Building (7) 

7. Heat (7) 

i. Alluring beauty (13) 

8. Careless (6) 

L Upright (8) 

13. Rules (7) 

L Pit (4) 

14. Coming (7) 

L Income (7) 

. Wrath (5) 

15. East (6) 

:. Sediment (4) 

16. Titular (7) 

L Remembered (8) 

17. Genuine (7) 



Niner 


How many gallons are there in a 
bushel? 

With which composer is the Malvern 
Festival associated? 

Who succeeded Robin Cook as Foreign 
Secretary in 2001 ? 

The Lourdes shrine is a shrine to which 
saint? 

What is a mandrill? 


6. Who won a Victoria Cross for leading 
the Dam Busters’ raid? 

7. Which journalist wrote Princess In Love 
with the assistance of James Hewitt? 

8. Of which range do the Tatra Mountains 
form a part? 

9. What was Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick I’s nickname? 

10. In medicine, what does the acronym 
SIDS stand for? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Mitford sisters; 2 Sea lion; 3 Japan; 
4 Arnold Wesker; 5 Modulator-demodulator; 
6 Uma Thurman; 7 Plato; 8 City of London; 
9 Requiescat in pace; 10 St James. 

Niner: ATROPHIES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


56123 gives an African country, 
4382564 gives a Eurasian country, 
97365482 gives a Latin American country. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Blench; 4 Hither; 9 Keep 
open house; 10 Natural; 11 Beech; 12 Jiffy; 14 
Stare; 18 Amour; 19 Outcast; 21 Regimenta¬ 
tion; 22 Tenant; 23 Stages. Down: 1 Baking; 2 
Electric organ; 3 Choir; 5 Inhabit; 6 Housebreak¬ 
ing; 7 Re-echo; 8 Bells; 13 Fireman; 15 Carrot; 
16 Bound; 17 Stands; 20 Tract. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Riddle; 4 Abound; 9 Dispas¬ 
sionate; 10 Clotted; 11 Incur; 12 Ducat; 14 
Shame; 18 Erect; 19 Radiant; 21 Premeditation; 
22 Resist; 23 Heyday. Down: 1 Reduce; 2 Dis¬ 
soluteness; 3 Least; 5 Bookish; 6 Unaccompa¬ 
nied; 7 Dreary; 8 Aside; 13 Artless; 15 Helper; 16 
Frail; 17 Stingy; 20 Drape. 



Coffee Lounge & Bar - Live Events Venue 

nouns 

SUNDAY-WEDNESDAY 

llam-llpm 

THURSDAYS 

11am-2am 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
llam-Late 


KITCHEN NOW OPEN 

Food available 7 days a week 
Mon - Thurs 12pm - 8pm, 
Fri-Sun 12pm - 6pm 
3 Course Dinners £5.50 (Kids £3) 
Sunday £6.50 (Kids £3) 

West Indian Cuisine from £5.00 
Homemade Patties £2.00 
Hot Sausage Rolls £1.00 


38 Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 0AQ | Telephone: 0121 502 2111 | Available for private hire 


DECORATORS WANTED 





L> 




GLinds 

Vertical Blind Specialist 


www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 
_ Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ 

Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 
Suitable for any room and environment 
i/ Light control in all situations 
Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


5 Days 
from Factory 


to Fitting 


10% discount up to 
Christmas! 



Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 15, 2016 











































































































































thefastticket 


travel 









The Lowry houses a gallery dedicated to the artist’s work and two theatres Salford Quays in all its night-time splendour 


The Imperial War Museum North is a must-see attraction for Quays visitors 




The Lowry Outlet mall is popular with shoppers 


Nothing to match this Lowry spot 
as the Quay to brush up on history 


SO I saw this fellow in Man¬ 
chester with a picture frame and 
asked him where he’d got it. “It 
fell off the back of a Lowry,” he 
said. 

Welcome to Salford, where the artist 
is key - or should that be quay? - to a 
great deal of what this corner of the 
north west has to offer. 

Home to MediaCityUK, where 27,000 
BBC staff are employed, and where ITV 
favourites such as Coronation Street are 
filmed, Salford Quays is a big draw. 

An idyllic waterside destination, it boasts 
entertainment, arts culture, a myriad of 
places to eat and shop and attracts around 
seven million visitors a year, bringing in 
£400m to the local economy. 

Located alongside the Manchester Ship 
Canal, the quays has a gallery dedicated to 


By Mark Shipp 


the work of the painter LS Lowry, who has 
many pieces depicting the city’s industrial 
landscape. It’s a fascinating insight into his 
life and works, with video footage to boot. 
Visitors will see that there was more to the 
artist than his matchstick men figures, with 
seascapes a particular feature. 

The Lowry also houses two theatres and a 
drama studio. With its 1,730 seats, the Lyric 
also has the largest stage of any UK thea¬ 
tre outside London. My partner and I were 
treated to a show at the smaller venue. The 
Quays, with the terrific Opus 7 combining 
circus acts with accomplished musicianship. 

For our short break, we stayed at the 
four-star Copthorne Hotel, enjoying its 
comfortable rooms and views overlooking 
the quayside. It is ideally located, being less 
than a mile away from the top tourist at¬ 


tractions, which also include the Imperial 
War Museum North and the Lowry shop¬ 
ping outlet, housing the likes of M&S, Body 
Shop and Gap. 

Just a short walk across the canal took 
us to all these major sights. But if football 
is your thing, you cannot escape the shadow 
of Old Trafford - home to the Salford lot, as 
I like to call them. 

Rooftop 

There, fans can enjoy the Manchester 
United Museum and tour, while Hotel Foot¬ 
ball, the world’s first soccer-themed hotel 
is located opposite the stadium and offers 
matchday hospitality and a rooftop football 
pitch. 

The award-winning Imperial War Mu¬ 
seum North is an absolute must, particu¬ 
larly in such a poignant year of the Battle 
of the Somme’s centenary. From a timeline 


of conflicts, to talks and displays, it provides 
an important lesson for children, to learn 
of the sacrifices made and about genuine 
times of hardship and fighting spirit. 

The exhibition, Fashion on the Ration: 
1940s street style gave a glimpse at mili¬ 
tary uniforms and how civilians dressed 
throughout the decade. 

Further sightseeing is on offer with 
cruises along the canal. And if venturing 
into Manchester itself, call in at Ziferblat. 

A Russian concept, Ziferblat is a pay-as- 
you-go cafe where everything is free, except 
for the time spent in there. For 6p a min¬ 
ute, one can help themselves to as much 
tea, cake and biscuits as they want, chill 
out with their laptops or even play board 
games. But do your own washing up. 

One of only three UK cities where a 
Ziferblat can be found, it is located in Edge 
Street in the city’s northern quarter. 


CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR FAMILY 
BUT I DON’T HAVE ONE... 


ho ? 


could ^ive homeless 
like v*e CViYiStvwaS 
^New Year divmev 
to u-S 

^ -Feel loved 


HOC 


L A 


^Birmingham 

Dogs 

Xome 

Sunnyside 


[ DONATE 
P iY TEXT 

XMAS28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070* 

CALL 

0121 643 5211 

iY POST 

Birmingham Dogs Home 
Dark Lane, Cross Green, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 


OR DONATE ONLINE 


www. bir minghamdogshome. org. uk 

Giving stray dogs happier tomorrows 

jxt costs donation plus a standard rate message. Must get bill payer’s permission. Registered Charity No: 222436 



ONLY £9.99** 



5 GREAT REASONS TO SELL YOUR 
CAR IN THE EXPRESS & STAR 

1. *91% of CUSTOMERS would RECOMMEND our services. 

2. We reach over 680,000 potential buyers a week. 

3. At only £9.99 we give UNRIVALLED value for money 

4. The price you see is the price you pay NO HIDDEN COSTS. 

5. For your convenience you can TALK TO US, or BOOK ONLINE. 


Call us on 01902 317878 

or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


135 customers surveyed July 2016) 
* Private advertisers only 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Much-improved 
detached is ideal for 
a growing family 

This impressive detached four-bedroomed 
modern family home is a great space ideally 
suited to meet a growing family’s needs. 

Situated in a popular location in a good 
catchment for local schools it is also within 
comfortable reach of local amenities, shops, 
and public transport links together with good 
road networks for the commuter. 

It is for sale through Flint & Co at £249,950. 

The accommodation briefly comprises an 
entrance hall, a guest WC, a lounge, a study, 
a newly fittted kitchen, a utility room, a dining 
room, a conservatory, a master bedroom with 
en-suite, a further three bedrooms incorporating 
fitted wardrobes and a family bathroom. 

The property also has double glazing, gas 
central heating, a driveway and a garage with 
electricity supply. In more detail the block paved 
driveway provides ample parking. 

The entrance hall has stairs off to the first floor 
landing. The lounge has a bay window and a 
feature gas fire set in a contemporary surround 
and carpeted flooring. 

The dining room has laminate flooring and is 
open plan through to the conservatory which 
has an insulated ceiling, laminate flooring and 
French doors leading to the rear garden. 

The kitchen comes with an integrated double 
oven with a four ring gas hob and extractor over, 
integrated dishwasher, integrated microwave 
radiator, integrated fridge and freezer and floor 
tiling throughout. 

The utility room has a sink, units and floor 
tiling and a door to the outside. 

The study/playroom has a window to the side, 
as does the guest cloakroom/WC. 

The master bedroom overlooks the front 
and has an en-suite shower room including a 
chrome designer radiator and contemporary 
fittings. 

Bedroom two has built-in wardrobes and 
overlooks the front. 

Bedroom three has views over the rear, 
laminate flooring and a built-in storage 
cupboard. 

Bedroom four overlooks the front and has 
laminate flooring and a storage cupboard. 

The bathroom has a contemporary suite 
including a bath with a shower over, a glazed 
side screen and tiling. 


CANNOCK £249,950 



KEY FEATURES 

Modern family home 
Refitted kitchen 
Refitted bathroom 
Refitted en-suite 
Good school catchment area 



^COVEYOUR® 

POSTCODE 

Focus on achieving more™ 
Speak to our experts on 0121 544 9595 



Local homeowners' are in for a treat this winter. 

Our trademarked product is completely free for the seller 

Focus on achieving 99% with a 0% fee. 

#No. I local selling estate agent in 2016 based upon information provided by Get Agents.Terms and conditions apply. 














POSTCODE Focus on achieving more (with a 0% fee 


Dayhouse Bank, Romsley 


Perry Hill Road, Oldbury 


Oxford Street, Stirchley Bromford Lane, West Bromwich Spon Lane, West Bromwich 



• DELIGHTFUL TWO BEDROOM COTTAGE 

• PRIVATE MATURE REAR GARDENS 

• LOVELY PERIOD FEATURES 

• EPC RATING: F 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• OPEN PLAN LIVING / DINING 

• REAR GARDEN WITH DECKED TERRACE 

• EPC RATING: E 


• THREE BEDROOM MID-TERRACED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• REAR OUTHOUSE/ GARDEN 

• EPC RATING: E 


• TWO BEDROOM TERRACED HOME 

• FULLY REFURBISHED 

• LARGE REAR WELL-KEPT GARDENS 

• EPC RATING: D 


• TWO BEDROOM BUNGALOW 

• PERFECT FOR FIRST FAMILY HOME 

• TWO OFF ROAD PARKING SPACES 

• EPC RATING: C 


Sales Valuation 

0121544 9595 



Offers in Excess of £169,950.00 


Offers invited over £164,950.00 Offers in Excess of £149,950.00 


Titford Road, Oldbury 


Hudson Road, Tipton 


Hurst Lane, Tipton 



• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• THREE RECEPTION ROOMS 

• MODERN KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: E 


• SPACIOUS THREE BEDROOM TERRACE 

• DECORATED TO A TASTEFUL STANDARD 

• NEWLY INSTALLED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


• MODERN THREE BEDROOM HOME 

• DETACHED GARAGE & OFF ROAD PARKING 

• MODERN FITTED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


Offers in the Region Of £134,950.00 Offers in Excess of £129,950.00 

Bodenham Road, Oldbury Hobart Point, West Bromwich 



• FOUR BEDROOMS TERRACED PROPERTY 

• IMPRESSIVE GARDENS 

• LOVELY VIEWS 

• EPC RATING: D 


• GROUND FLOOR TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED 

• SECURED GATED ACCESS 

• EPC RATING: C 


# No1 

IN BIRMINGHAM 
-ACHIEVING 99% 


£124,950 


Offers in Excess of £119,950.00 Offers in Excess of £119,950.00 


Guide Price £114,950.00 


Guide Price £114,950.00 


The Appleton, Forge, Oldbury The Rufford 2, The Forge, Oldbury 


Capesthorpe, The Forge, Oldbury 



• MODERN FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED 

• LEASEHOLD 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• OFF ROAD PARKING/ SINGLE GARAGE 


• MODERN THREE BEDROOM DETACHED 

• LEASEHOLD 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• OFF ROAD PARKING/ SINGLE GARAGE 


• THREE BEDROOM END-OF-TERRACE 

• BRAND NEW BUILD 

• STUNNING MODERN INTERIORS 

• FITTED KITCHEN 


Fixed £239,750.00 


Fixed £227,750 


£204,750.00 


Morris Street, West Bromwich 


Cheshire Road, Smethwick 


Tower Road, Tividale 



• FOUR BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• FULLY REFURBISHED & EXTENDED 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

• GAS CENTRAL HEATING 


• FOUR BEDROOM MID-TERRACE 

• OPEN PLAN LARGE THROUGH LOUNGE 

• SPACIOUS PROPERTY OFFERING POTENTIAL 

• EPC RATING: D 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• PROJECT. FULL MODERNISATION REQUIRED 

• GARAGE & WORK SHOP 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 


Offers In Excess Of £179,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £134,950.00 Offers in Excess of £114,950.00 


COMING TO THE MARKET SOON 

RESIDENTIAL SALES: 

Carlyle Road, Rowley Regis, B65 9BG 
Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury, B68 9NJ 
Augustus Road, Edgbaston, B15 3PQ 
Baldwin Street, Smethwick, B67 7NL 
Wilmot Drive, Tipton, DY4 9TA 
Larchmere Drive, Hall Green, B28 8JB 
Navigation Way, Hockley, B18 5RU 
Courtway Avenue, Hollywood, B14 4PP 
Chaffcombe Road, Sheldon, B26 3YD 
Brennand Road, Oldbury, B68 OSH 

RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS: 

Honduras Wharf, Hockley, B19 3RZ 
Ryland Street, Edgbaston, B16 8FS 
So what’s your perfect postcode? 

Most of these homes will be offered “off portal” next month. 
So please register your interest with our group today. Be 
notified of new instructions in advance. Some of these will 
never see Rightmove or Zoopla. 

Stop competing for your perfect home with our new trade 
marked concept. 

Here to reward our loyal club members. 

Email us at sales@loveyourpostcode.com or call 0121 285 5005. 


Lightwoods Road, Bearwood 


Attlee Close, Tividale Hagley Road West, Oldbury The Hub, Stone Street, Oldbury Little Lane, West Bromwich 



NEW 


• TRADITIONAL THREE BEDROOM TERRACED 

• MODERN INTERIORS THROUGHOUT 
•GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS 

• WALKING DISTANCE OF LOCAL AMENITIES 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• LARGE OPEN PLAN LOUNGE 

• REAR SECLUDED GARDENS 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 


• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• MODERN INTERNAL DECOR 

• SECURE ENTRY SYSTEM 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 


• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOM MODERN APARTMENT • THREE BEDROOM MID-TERRACED PROPERTY 

• SECURE ALLOCATED PARKING • TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• SITUATED ON TOP FLOOR • GROUND FLOOR FAMILY BATHROOM 

• EN-SUITE SHOWER ROOM • CENTRAL HEATED & DOUBLE GLAZED 


Monthly Rental Of £725.00 


Monthly Rental Of £625.00 


Monthly Rental Of £600.00 Monthly Rental Of £595.00 


Monthly Rental Of £575.00 


FREE PREMIUM 
ADVERTISING 



21 DAY 

OFFER PROMISE 


Rental Valuation 

0333 344 7772 


FREE SET UP & 7% 
MANAGEMENT 




fer 


£ 10,000 

RENTAL DEFAULT 
GUARANTEE* 


n 

4i h 



Bobby Singh Guy Vaughan Sukhi Chall 

Co-founder Senior Valuer Finance Manager 


© 



Tom Michaels 

Rentals Manager 



Asif Kola 

Head of Sales 


Steve Hunt 

Mortgage Advisor 


lift 

David Price 

Photographer 


CELEBRATING 1,000+ 
PRIVATE CLUB 
MEMBERS 

HTRUSTPILOT 

QQQQQ 


RATED“EXCELLENT” 


*With our corporate package 

























Carpets 


J. J. Digital Aerials m 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite JJ 

WE GUARANTEE TO SOFA c 

BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE .... nn ' 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST llpln mnvP hi 



Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


HUNTER BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Soffits‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 I 0121 555 7203 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work undertaken: 
Bathrooms / kitchens / Plumbing / Extensions 
Plastering / Tiling / Roofing 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


■ZSBH 

Cs/~eet 

Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MRS Pract 
Foot Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@14al100.co.uk 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MBf) electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: r— 


SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. F# Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take a- Free Quotations and Measuring , 

away old carpets free of charge We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. — bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

from coco £6.99 sq yd 

£549 1 was £14 99 


Electric 

Beds 



PLUS— ro\ 


Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


I Bleach 
Cleanable 
Carpets 

from 

£3.99sqyd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


GUARANTEED FITTING FOR CHRISTMAS 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burtnn Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 888 7116 



Fencing 


Gardening 


\ 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 



OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


Flooring 




Quality Doors 
& Hardwood 
Flooring 



*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 




Dudley Road, Oldbury, Birmingham, West Midlands, B69 3DA 
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 0121 544 7186 E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 


Garage Doors 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 

• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 

1 Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 




L M S 
GARAGE DOORS] 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repaind 

For a free survey 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 118707 


Locksmiths 


JtickRite 

Local Locksmith & Security Services 

V Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 


and daughter 
business 


V Emergency lock & door opening 

V uPVC specialist 

V Key Cutting on site 

V British Standard insurance 
approved locks used- Bs3621 

V Double Glazing Unit Repairs 


24 


NO CALI 
OUT 

CHARGE 


■*1 debit cards accepted 


CALL NOW 01902 582028 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtomimentalironwoitco. uk 



Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LEM 

H A I RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms et£ 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


CJL Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Plumbing 




OUSEHOLD 

l_ U IVI BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ^est^ 
& Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994y 



TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Rubbish Removal 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


ROB’S 


RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

We load, 

No Skips 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033 

L _____ J 


X 
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Plumbing & Heating 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 
Bathroom Installations 
Power Flushing 
Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 


Roofing 


ffiSEMK: 

Solutions 

\T)i(Mond ac.CJie.diie.d 

* V S^ORCESTER 




Bo«h GtOM# 

Visit our new showroom 

Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


MEESm 


ICCSTCR 




MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 

Servicing and Repairs jgj 

Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 



INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Jon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 



A1 Little Job Man 0 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


i 


Esn i 

nil 

[fair trades approved] 



Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

NATURAL & LPG G AS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 



Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 








































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 




Leisure Time 


a 

a 

a 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


FreeAds 



Place a paid for advert 


By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

|| | 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Leisure 

Time 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY 

Appointments, Home visits & Tele¬ 
phone readings 01902 334 224 


Home & 
Services 


A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec¬ 
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge 
freezers, tumble dryers, built in 
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


aerials 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


KraBsgHBa 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




B v/sa| 

EL 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


A DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all ,lV 
building & alteration work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 




building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


carpentry & 
v,_ joinery 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £350. 
07958 552625, 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


jt . . 
to your home, no job too small, free 

§ uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


Christmas 

trees/wreaths 


fencing 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

^PORTWfiy 

^FENCING 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


RTWIRy 

hjcinjc 


SPECIAL OFFER 


0121 531 5250 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.3 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W' 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


handyman 
y services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


c 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


DECORATOR 

I ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957 346 059 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


plans prepared 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments. Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


GRINSRLS 
SKIP HIRE 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


A 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



commercial 
V premises 


iial ^ 

«I 


STORAGE UNITS 
TO LET 

800sqft and 1600sqft. 
Burntwood area. 

Ring Michael Bailey, 
07538 867585. 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 






Property 




J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


mmsasasa 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

TIPTON 1 & 3 bed flats available. 
DSS may be considered. 07572 
144637 or 07961 301577. 



Anvj 

Prop 
Watr 

PROUDLY REGULATED BY: 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Brought to you by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 


PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY *Terms and 

Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


for great business results call Brought to you by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


Jobs 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 


FULLY SKILLED MECHANIC - 

West Bromwich area. £25-£30k 
plus bonus. Tel Tim 07974 938001. 


ACCOUNTS/ 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Up to 16 hours per week 

Experience of Sage software 
or similar is preferred 

Good numeracy and literacy 
skills are essential 

Flexible working hours are 
available 

To apply call 
07703 787744 
or 

0121 505 1132 


full time - general 


Cheshire Care Services 
Flexible Support Worker Vacancies 

Full Time and Part Time Opportunities Available to work across the 
different provisions including Independent Living and Respite. 
Desirable specifications: 

• NVQ Level 2 in Health and Social Care 

• Minimum of 6 months experience 

• Understanding of Complex Needs 

• MAPA Trained 

• Ability to be flexible across all the services 

You will need to be fully flexible over a 7 day period working alternate 
weekends. 

(Part time contract - will consist of 16 hours and include 1 steep per week) 

(Full time contract - will consist of 37.5 hours and include 2 sleeps per week) 
Competitive rates of pay. 

If you would like to be considered for this opportunity then please 
contact John Fogarty on 0121 552 5552. 



Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 




FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

JANUARY SPECIAL OFFER 

Book a January recruitment package and get a 
second package at half price within 6 months 



*All prices are subject to VAT 




Motoring 




BARGAIN 


BLACK CORSA 

1.2, 3 dr, 5 seats, recent MoT 
due end 2017, lady owner, 
80,000 miles, Aux/CD player. 
Sold as seen. 

£1,800 ono 
07890 387533. 



CHEVROLET 
SPARK PLUS 

62 Reg., MoT August 2017, 
5Dr, fsh, light blue, 13,700 
miles, still under warranty, lady 
owner, cheap tax, low 
insurance group. 

£3,300 o.n.o. 

07984 207513. 


MUST BC SEEN 


SUZUKI JIMNY 

53 reg, MoT October 26, 2017, 
blue/silver, alloys, new front 
tyres/battery, 48,000 miles, 
excellent runner and 
mechanics. 

£2,500 ono. 

01785 715886. 


VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8 
VVT 


2009, 94,000 miles, 6 months 
MoT, good all round condition. 


£2,750 o.n.o. 
07909 229016. 


■SB 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN PICASSO 


05 Reg., MoT to July 2017, 
reverse parking sensors, 
71,000 miles, good condition. 


£850 o.n.o. 
07803 314129. 


PEUGEOT 206 
QUICKSILVER 

02 reg, Silver/grey, 97,000 
miles, new front suspension, 
new battery, new clutch and 
cable, 11 months MoT, good 
little runner. 

£500 ono. 

0121 5597864 or 07578 
776587. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 75 CONNOISSEUR 
TOURER 

02 Reg., silver with blue leather 
interior, all electric, MoT March 
2017. 

Very good condition. 

£550 ono. 

07459 073762. 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
ENVOY 12V 

10OOcc, X Reg., petrol, MoT 
November 2017, 58,000 miles, 
completely genuine car, 
green metallic paintwork. 

£400. 

07974 961659. 


Free 


ITS FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



VAUXHALL CORSA SXI 


2005, 93,500 miles, black, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, MoT, central locking, 
alloys, CD. 

£750 ono. 

07909 847769. 


Homer’s 


10 Hours £125! Four Hours £40! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100/01562 870050 
01384 234954/0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrlvingschool.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


price for your unwanted cars/v. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


U 


Local 

Information 


ANGELLA DAVIS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 23 Woodfield Avenue 
Oldbury West Midlands B69 4TB, who 
died on 11/05/2016, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
24/02/2017, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

BACHES LLP 

Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 
West Bromwich West Midlands B70 7PL 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/16/60069 Junction Propco Gallagher Retail Park 
S.A.R.L Axletree Way 

Wednesbury 


This is a major application. 

DC/16/60083 MrJesJutla Darlaston Builders 
Darlaston Builders Merchants Black 
Merchants Lake West 

Bromwich 
B70 OPL 


Proposed 1 No. retail 
unit (Class A1) with 
associated works 
and landscaping. 


Proposed removal 
of condition 2 
(DC/16/59746) for 
change of use to 
builders merchants with 
ancillary showroom. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Falcon Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Falcon Road, Oldbury (Fairway Road - Ferndale Road). Traffic will be diverted via Falcon 
Road, Kestrel Road, Ferndale Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, 
but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be 
completed by 17/02/17, effective from 26/01/17. Purpose - works to a gas main by 
Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Tame Valley Canal, Great Barr) (Temporary Public 
Right of Way Closure) Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit pedestrians 
from proceeding via Tame Valley Canal (public right of way) between Old Walsall Road and 
Hill Farm Bridge. Pedestrians will be diverted via Newton Road, Monksfield Avenue, 
Longleat, Wilderness Lane to Rushall Canal and vice-versa. Work is expected to be 
completed by 31/03/17, effective from 09/01/17. There will be no diversion route signed 
for pedestrians. Purpose - works to resurface the footpath by Canal and River Trust. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sabell Road and Ford Street, Smethwick) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit 
vehicles from proceeding along the following roads in Smethwick: 1) Sabell Road - 
Totnes Road to High Street. Vehicles will be diverted via Sabell Road, Silverton Road, 

White Road, High Street and vice-versa (anticipated dates 03-16/01/17); 2) Ford Street 
- Kelia Drive to High Street. Vehicles will be diverted via Ford Street, Bleak Street, 
Devonshire Road, Dibble Road, High Street and vice-versa (anticipated dates 
06-17/02/17). The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 17/02/17, effective 
from 03/01/17. Purpose - gas main replacement by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 


THOMAS HENRY FURNIVAL 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 20 Bristnall 
Hall Road Oldbury West Midlands B68 
9TS, who died on 30/10/2016, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 17/02/2017, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LIMITED 
27 Lombard Street Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS13 6DP T489072 
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Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



FEMALE, 70 PLUS YEARS 

Happy, youthful, GSOH, 
seeking male to accompany 
lady, to share dining out, 
occasional day activities, 
possible dancing, theatre, n/s 
necessary, believes in mutual 
respect, honesty and sincerity. 

Cannock and surrounding 
area. 

Photo please (returned) 

Box Number P20649, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SLIM, FIT, EX 

PROFESSIONAL WIDOW IN 
70’s 

WLTM Man with car, 50-70 for 
Friendship and Fun. 

Box Number P20644, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 
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THINK 
YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD A 
NEW CAR? 


£ 2 , 000 ' 

SCRAPPAGE 


Well give you up to £2,000* scrappage for 
your old car to put towards a brand new 
Vauxhall from across the range. 


PROUD SPONSOR OF OUR 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAMS 



Sandwell Garages 

0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Midlands 
B706AR 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 83.1 (3.4), 
Extra-urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 91.1 (3.1). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 82g/km. # 

*Up to £2,000 Scrappage Allowance towards selected new cars is offered on condition that the traded-in car must have been registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document must be in your name and address. Offer is for vehicles ordered from 15 November 2016 to 18 December 2016 which are 
subsequently registered by 31 December 2016. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer available at participating Retailers only. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental 
data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. Vauxhall Motors reserve the right to amend or withdraw this offer at any time. 
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2013/13 CORSA 1.2 

ENERGYA/C, 5-dr. White, 

KL 

9 i'-t 

47,780 miles 

H ^ ^. 

£5450 


NETWORK Q VEHICLES 


ADAM 

2014/14 ADAM 1.2 JAM Red, 6,875 miles . £7350 

2016/16 ADAM 1.2 SLAM Tech Pack, Black, 1,000 miles . £11,995 

ANTARA 

2016/16 ANTARA 2.2 EXCLUSIVE White, 1,294 miles . £15,995 

ASTRA 

2012/62 ASTRA 1.6 SRi 18” Wheels, 5dr, White, 32,387 miles . £6995 

2013/63 ASTRA 1.6 SE 5dr, Black, 31,097 miles . £7888 

2015/65 ASTRA 1.6 EXCITE 5dr, White, 13,125 miles . £8995 

2015/15 ASTRA 1.6 SRi 5dr, Silver Lake, 17,224 miles . £8995 

2015/65 ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN EST Parking Sensors, Silver, 5,717 miles . £9750 

2016/16 ASTRA 1.4T ENERGY New Model 5-dr, Silver, Demo, 

850 miles . £14,995 

2016/16 ASTRA 1.0T Ri New Model 5dr, Red, Demo, 1,000 miles . £15,995 

CASCADA 

2014/14 CASCADA 1.4TSE CONVERTIBLE Black, 13,123 miles . £12,695 


CORSA 

2013/13 CORSA 1.2 ENERGY AC, 5dr, White, 47,780 miles . £5450 

2013/13 CORSA 1.2 ENERGY 3-dr. Red, 28,393 miles . £5695 

2013/63 CORSA 1.2 SXi AC, 5dr, Start Stop, Red, 28,973 miles . £6450 

2014/14 CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3D Grey/Black Roof, 15,432 miles . £7250 

2014/14 CORSA 1.4 SRi A/C, 3dr, Red, 20,114 miles . £6995 

2015/65 CORSA 1.2 DESIGN Alloys, 5dr, White, 14,760 miles . £7888 

2015/65 CORSA 1.2 DESIGN A/C, Alloys, 5-dr. Grey, 12,803 miles . £7995 

2015/65 CORSA STING R 3dr, 1,0T Olympic White, Demo, 4,000 miles . £7995 

2016/16 CORSA 1.4T SRi 3dr, VX Line, Red, 1,559 miles . £10,650 

2016/65 CORSA VXR 1.6 Sensors, Performance Pack, White, 3,011 miles.. £15,995 
2016/16 CORSA 1.4 LIMITED EDITION 5dr White/Black Roof, 1,345 miles. .£11,695 
2014/14 CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION Red, 3-dr. 14,693 miles . £7250 

INSIGNIA 


2016/65 INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi ENERGY Sensors, White, Demo, 3,000 miles £16,995 

MERIVA 

2014/64 MERIVA 1.4 TECHLINE Parking Sensors, Grey, 18,260 miles . £7995 


MOKKA 

2015/15 MOKKA 1.6 SE Leather, Boracay Blue, 6,130 miles ... £12,250 

2015/15 MOKKA 1.6 SE Leather, Alloys, Boracav Blue, 14,661 . £11,850 

2015/65 MOKKA 1.6 SE CDTi DIESEL Olympic White, Demo, 1295 miles £16,995 

VIVA 

2016/16 VIVA 1.0 SL WINTER PACK 5dr, Silver, Demo, 1,000 miles . £8995 

ZAFIRA 

2013/63 ZAFIRA 1.8 DESIGN Nav 7 Seats, Grey, 23,931 . £7850 

2015/65 ZAFIRA TOURER 2.0 SRi CDTi XP KIT White, Demo, 8,340 miles£1 6,995 

NON NETWORK Q 

2005/05 CORSA 1.2 LIFE 5-dr. Rubens Red, 36,750 miles ... £1995 

2006/56 MERIVA 1.4 ENERGY 5-dr. Metro Blue, 43,555 miles . £2695 

2006/56 ZAFIRA 1.8 SRi 5-dr. Silver, 57,129 miles . £3995 

OTHER MAKES 

2015/15 RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5CDi MEDINAV ENERGY 

Orange/Black 31,619 miles . £9750 


LOW RATE FINANCE AVAILABLE ON ALL OF OUR USED CARS 


Sandwell Garages 

0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Bromwich 
West Midlands 
B706AR 


Jb follow us on 

Facebook 



VAUXHALL 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 15, 2016 


















































MOTORING 


ROAD TEST 


Skoda to the four... award-winners 


By James Parker 

SKODA’s remarkable awards collection has 
been added to once again with no fewer 
than four new titles. The Citigo, Fabia, Yeti 
and Superb have all been named as the 
best in class by CarBuyer - one of the UK’s 
most respected online motoring websites. 

Unlike many industry awards, CarBuyer 
avoids the jargon that comes with traditional 
sectors and categories, concentrating instead 
on the kind of criteria that real-world motorists 
use when buying a car. 

The Citigo was named Best First Car for the 
second year running, confirming its status as 
one of the most affordable and easy to drive 
small cars in the business. 

Value 

Commenting on the award, CarBuyer 
editor Stuart Milne said: “With prices starting 
at less than £8,300 and a range of stunning 
finance deals, it’s great value to buy, and 
with 68.9mpg fuel economy possible 
and insurance groups as low as IE, its 
running costs are among the lowest in the 
business.” 

Not to be outdone by its smaller sibling, 
the Fabia saw off strong competition to be 
named Best Small Car. The CarBuyer judges 
praised the supermini’s refinement and high 
equipment levels, and commended its wide 
range of engine options. 

“Practicality, value for money and reliability 
are essential ingredients for today’s small-car 
buyer, and with those factors in mind, you 
simply can’t do better than the Skoda Fabia. 
Interior space is remarkable, with a 330-litre 



Skoda Fabia was named Best Small Car Taking Best Car for Under £150 a Month was the Yeti 


boot and plenty of head and legroom for four 
or five passengers” commented Stuart Milne. 

In what was Skoda’s most successful 
CarBuyer Awards to date, the Yeti was also 
honoured - driving off with the ‘Best Car for 
Under £150 a Month’ title. 

Explaining the decision, said: “The Skoda 
Yeti is one of our favourite small SUVs thanks 


to its superb build quality, efficient engines 
and engaging driving experience. 

Remarkable 

“So it’s all the more remarkable that you 
can park a Yeti outside your house for less 
than £150 a month on a Personal Contract 
Purchase (PCP).” 


v Completing remarkable haul of titles, the 
Skoda’s Superb Estate was named Best 
Estate Car. The judges praised the Superb’s 
exceptional 660 litre boot and welcomed the 
attention to detail that marks the estate model 
out from its sector competitors. 

Stuart Milne added: “The best estate cars 
offer more than just plenty of space for your 


luggage. They provide well thought-out 
solutions to all kinds of everyday problems. 

No car does this better than the Superb 
Estate. 

“Umbrellas in the doors and grippy cup- 
holders that allow you to unscrew bottles 
one-handed all contribute to making this such 
a brilliant car.” 


ffifrORSHOW 
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YOU TEST DRIVE! 
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Cannock’s Graham Machin, Clubman of the Year, receives his award from league president John Priest 


Umpire of the Year Trevor Cotton collects his award from John Priest at the Banks’s Stadium 



Junior Performance winner Chris Becker with John Priest 


Milford haul bowls over 
Staffs Clubs cricket rivals 


MILFORD HALL walked off with an im¬ 
pressive haul of silverware at the Staffs 
Clubs’ awards night. 

The league brought the curtain down on an¬ 
other successful summer at Walsall Football 
Club’s Banks’s Stadium with former England, 
Leicestershire and Kent wicketkeeper Paul 
Nixon the guest of honour, entertaining the 
100-plus audience with tales from his 23-year 
playing career. 

League secretary Kevin Herbert said: “Paul was 
very good. He spoke for about 40 minutes about his 
playing days and then did a lengthy question and an¬ 
swer session with the audience. 

“He signed a load of books throughout the evening 
and never refused a photograph or an autograph. He 
was very amenable. 

“It was a very good and enjoyable evening and a 
great way to end a successful season.” 

Milford had most to celebrate after a fine summer 
that saw them clinch promotion to the Birmingham 
League after winning the Premier Division title. 

Crowned 

They also doubled up by lifting the first team 
Knockout Cup while the second team were crowned 
Premier A champions. For good measure talented 
youngster Chris Becker picked up the Junior Perfor¬ 
mance of the Year award. 

Among the other accolades that were dished out, 
Cannock stalwart Graham Machin was a worthy win¬ 
ner of the Clubman of the Year award while Trevor 
Cotton was Umpire of the Year. 

The night capped an impressive season for the 
league that saw the introduction of a new playing for¬ 
mat in the top three divisions with 11 games played 
under the old system that included the possibility of 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“It was a very good and en¬ 
joyable evening and a great 

way to end a successful sea- 
P/>M » 


a draw and 11 played on a straight win or lose basis 
with restrictions on the number of overs a player 
could bowl. 

“The switch in playing format was well received by 
the clubs,” said Herbert. “It was obviously new to the 
captains and teams but the feedback we have received 
has been very good. 

“You obviously need a minimum of five bowlers in 
the win or lose format. And I think you end up with 
the strongest team coming out on top as opposed to 
the team with the strongest overseas player. 

“The plan was for the format to run for two years 
and it will be reviewed over the winter. 

“We are slightly concerned at the number of con¬ 
ceded games, especially in the lower divisions, but all 
in all it was a successful season. 

“I think Milford were worthy winners in the end 
and as a league we wish them all the best for next 
season in the Birmingham League,” added Herbert 

Springvale and Rugeley will be playing top flight 
cricket next season after gaining promotion from 
Division One with just one side, Bloxwich, relegated 
due to the fact no Staffordshire sides came down from 
Division Three of the Birmingham League. Elford are 


joining the league next season while Springvale are 
entering a third team and Wight wick will a fourth. 

Staffs Clubs roll of honour: 

Premier Division: Winners Milford Hall; runners-up 
Beacon. 

Premier A: Winners Milford Hall; runners-up 
Aldridge. 

Division 1: Winners Springvale; runners-up Rugeley. 

Division 2: Winners HGBU; runners-up Old Wulfs. 

Division 3: Winners Wolverhampton; runners-up 
Burntwood St Matthews. 

Division 4: Winners Wombourne; runners-up 
Rushall. 

Division 5: Winners Wightwick & Finchfield; run¬ 
ners-up Beacon. 

Batting - Premier Division: Brian Barnard (Cannock) 
1044 runs. Premier A: Shafqat Hussain (Aldridge) 
671. Division 1: Stuart Jones (Coseley) 849. Division 
2: Mohammed Ajmal (HGBU) 734. Division 3: Hassan 
Touqeer (Wolv) 758. Division 4: Tim Davis (Milord Hall) 
588. Division 5: Michael Jones (W+F) 519. 

Bowling - Premier Division: Ejaz Nawaz (Milford Hall) 
51 wickets. Premier A: Matthew Richards (Penn) 32. 
Division 1: Mohammed Sultan (Rugeley) 57. Division 2: 
Ben Hallam (OWT) 51. Division 3: Joey Brew (Wolv) 42. 
Division 4: Ryan Dewsbury (Wightwick & Finchfield) 
46. Division 5: Neil Walker (Beacon) 40. 

Clubman of the Year: Graham Machin (Cannock 
CC). 

Performance of the Year: Muhammad Sultan (Ruge¬ 
ley). 

Junior Performance of the Year: Chris Becker (Mil¬ 
ford Hall). 

Umpire of the Year: Trevor Cotton. 

Knockout Cup - First team: Winners Milford Hall; 
runners-up Cannock. 

Second team: Pelsall; runners-up Penn. 

Third team: Wednesbury; runners-up Burntwood St 
Matthews. 



Rugeley’s Muhammad Sultan is presented with his Performance of the Year award 


Paul Nixon, Milford Hall skipper Harry Flowers and Alex Williams, director of league sponsors Cicada Sports 
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Boss wishes 
skipper well 
as he leaves 

BIRMINGHAM boss Graham Drury 
says double title winning skipper Tom 
Perry leaves the club with his best wish¬ 
es. Perry has returned to local rivals 
Cradley for the 2017 season after two 
memorable years with the Surestop 
Brummies. 

Drury admits it will be “strange” not 
having Perry in his own side for next 
season but insists Birmingham will 
still build a team more than capable of 
making it a trio of consecutive National 
League titles. 

Said Drury: “Being the league Cham¬ 
pions with seven outstanding riders 
always means you’re going to have to 
make some pretty big changes. We were 
always realistic with the fact that we 
would have to lose three, potentially 
even four, of that title winning side. 

“Unfortunately, Tom Perry is the first 
rider who we have lost and when Cradley 
decide that they wanted him back, it was 
out of our hands in many respects. 

“On his average, it was proving hard 
to put a draft team into place where Tom 
fitted in nicely and the numbers game 
can be cruel in this sport. 

“However, there are no hard feelings 
whatsoever; Tom has been an abso¬ 
lutely fantastic servant to Birmingham 
Speedway and he will always be popular 
among our supporters. 

“He has been an outstanding captain 
of the team and he has always given it 
110 per cent out on track. Tom leaves 
with our best wishes. 

“The AGM takes place this Tuesday 
and once rules and regulations have 
been finalised, we will be able to crack 
on with our own team planning. 

“I think some clubs have been quite 
foolish in being presumptuous regard¬ 
ing the rules for 2017 and I’ve been in 
this game long enough to know that can 
come back and bite you on the backside.” 

ivip Valerie to kick 
off new stand for 
reborn Darlaston 

WALSALL MP Valerie Vaz will be help¬ 
ing Darlaston Town (1874) celebrate yet 
another landmark with the official open¬ 
ing of the club’s new 50-seat spectator 
stand. It is further helping the club get 
over the dark days of 2013, when the 
original Darlaston Town FC folded after 
139 years in existence. 

After a 12-month fundraising cam¬ 
paign a group of supporters reformed the 
club in 2014 and the phoenix club regis¬ 
tered with the West Midlands Regional 
League in 2014/15 and was promoted in 
its first season and are currently lying 
6th in the West Midlands League Divi¬ 
sion One. The club moved to its current 
home at the Paycare Ground, Bentley 
Leisure Pavilion in January 2014 and 
since then has spent more than £30,000 
improving the dressing rooms, clubhouse 
and ground and spectator facilities. 

The MP is carrying out a ceremony be¬ 
fore the team’s Birmingham County FA 
Vase game against Midland League Alvis 
Sporting FC on Saturday at 1.15pm. The 
new development has allowed the club to 
meet the required FA National Ground 
Grading Criteria. 


Karate trio have eyes on Olympic prize 



From left, Emily, Jessica and Chloe 


THREE teenage karate stars are 
eyeing up the 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
after picking up a glut of medals at 
the European championships. 

Between them Chloe Machin, 
aged 18, Emily Johnson, 16, and 
Jessica Whitehead, 13, came back 
from Belgium with three golds, two 
silvers, and four bronze medals for 
Wadokai England. 

All three girls hope to be picked 
again for the next European cham¬ 
pionships in 2017 in Sardinia, Italy, 
followed by the 2018 worlds in 


Leicester. The bigger prize for the 
three Mushindo Wadokai members, 
who train at Bradley Senior Citi¬ 
zens Centre in Bilston, is that ka¬ 
rate will be included in the summer 
Olympics for the first time in 2020. 

“It means a lot representing Eng¬ 
land at European and World Cham¬ 
pionships but representing Great 
Britain at the Olympics would be 
a step above,” said Machin, of Wal¬ 
sall. 

She attended Pool Hayes Com¬ 
prehensive, in Willenhall, and Wal¬ 


sall College and has been practising 
karate for seven years, representing 
England at four European Champi¬ 
onships. She has eight European 
medals. 

Johnson, a second Dan black 
belt, from West Bromwich, attends 
Sandwell Academy. She holds five 
European medals. 

Whitehead, from Heath Hayes, of 
Erasmus Darwin Academy in Cha- 
setown, has been in the England 
squad for three-and-a-half years, 
winning seven European medals. 


BAGGIES DON'T 
FEEL THE BLUES 


WHEN Manchester City blitzed 
Albion at The Hawthorns, I 
wrote that better teams would 
be blown away by Pep Guardi- 
ola’s team this season. 

Despite the one-sided scoreline, that 
was not an embarrassing result. But 
based on Sunday’s performance at 
Stamford Bridge, perhaps it’s time to 
start reconfiguring Albion’s expecta¬ 
tion levels. 

City themselves were outplayed by Chelsea 
a week previously, and the league leaders have 
swept allcomers aside ever since Antonio Conte 
switched to a 3-4-3 formation. 

The Baggies, however, were not swept any¬ 
where and they arguably gave the best team in 
the country their toughest match in weeks. 

It was hardly surprising; Tony Pulis is a mas¬ 
ter at this. Before the game, Darren Fletcher de¬ 
scribed him as a ‘tactical genius’, and there’s no 
doubt the Welshman would have been rubbing 
his hands in anticipation for this game. It posed 
him an exciting new challenge; how to deal with 
Chelsea’s marauding wing-backs. 

The answer lay in two incredibly disciplined 
performances from Matt Phillips and Chris 
Brunt. As soon as Chelsea won possession, Albi¬ 
on’s wingers immediately dropped back alongside 
the back four to create an inpenetrable back six. 

In many ways, this was a retro Pulis perfor¬ 
mance, a backs-to-the-wall masterclass that 
showed Pep and the rest of the league how to 
defend properly. 

Chelsea only mustered one shot on target from 
open play, and they scored from it. 

The difference though, between this season 
and last, has been the counter-attacking. Chris 
Brunt and Salomon Rondon both went close in 
a first half where Albion had the best chances. 

Just as important for the supporters is the fact 
this sort of performance is no longer the norm. 
Albion have been far more adventurous over the 
past few weeks, which gives Pulis the chance to 
set his team up defensively for games like this. 
Last season, sticking 10 men behind the ball and 
failing to find the net got tempers flaring. But 
this season, the team are praised for their com¬ 
mitment and Pulis is praised for his tactical nous. 


Cup windfall aids junior team 



Wood Green Athletic Under-17s have had a share of the sale price of the Wednesbury Charity Cup 


A JUNIOR football team are celebrating a sur¬ 
prise £1,000 windfall - thanks to the sale of one 
of English football’s oldest trophies. 

The 136-year-old Wednesbury Charity Cup, 
recently restored to its former glory, was 
bought at auction by the National Football Mu¬ 
seum for £7,250. 

The sale boosts Wednesbury-based Wood 
Green Athletic Under-17s, who were promised 
15 per cent of any price it fetched. 

The cash will be enough to pay off this 
season’s pitch fees and more. Manager Pete 
Mansell said: “It is hard to find the words to 
explain feelings when you know everything this 
season is already paid for. 

“The money will mean a huge amount.” 

Wood Green, who play in the Bilston Youth 
Partnership League, were contacted by jeweller 
Aaron Sheldon, who had the cup restored to its 
former glory. 

“We expected it to go at around £4,000 but 


there was a bit of a bidding war and it went for 
a lot more.” 

Mansell said: “It was a shock when Aaron 
first called and said he wanted us to have some 
money. It was an even bigger shock when he 
called to say how much the cup had sold for. 
The money will be a huge chunk of our budget 
for the rest of the season.” 

In addition to paying off their pitch fees, 
Wood Green plan to spend the rest of the cash 
on club trophies and training tops. 

Originally purchased by Wednesbury busi¬ 
nessman Isaak Griffiths in 1880 for £100, the 
cup predates the Football League and was de¬ 
vised in order for charities to benefit from grow¬ 
ing popularity in the sport. Nottingham Forest 
and Wolves were among the early winners, 
while non-league Cradley Town were the last 
in 1991, with the cup spending most of its later 
history as a tournament for semi-professional 
teams. 


Wellborn’s 
ticking over 
for next bout 

ROWLEY Regis’ Jason Welborn marked 
11 years as a professional boxer after re¬ 
cording victory in his 25th paid bout on 
Saturday night. 

Welborn is closing in on his 20th pro 
success after a 19th win on the MGM 
Birmingham promoted show in Solihull, 
writes Craig Birch. 

The 30-year-old dropped late replace¬ 
ment Casey Blair twice en route to a 
resounding four round points verdict at 
the Tudor Grange Leisure Centre. 

He now reflects on the result some 

11 years on from when he first stepped 
through the ropes as a paid pugilist on 

12 December 2005. 

Welborn, aged 19 at the time, took just 
one minute and 43 seconds to remove 
Jamie Ambler, in what was supposed to 
be a six-round contest at middleweight. 

He has since become a two-weight 
Midlands champion but national 

honours have eluded him, challenging 
for the British title twice and the WBC 
International crown. He’s now settled 
back into the super welterweight divi¬ 
sion and is ready to go strong again, as 
he recalled memories of his debut. 

He said: “I remember Audley Harrison 
had boxed Danny Williams (Common¬ 
wealth heavyweight title fight, Harrison 
lost on a points split decision) a couple 
of days before. The Express & Star re¬ 
ported that I’d thrown more punches in 
that one round of my fight than Audley 
had managed in 12!” 

Welborn only managed four more 
fights between that night and 2011, 
due to work commitments with his own 
landscaping business. 

But the powerful puncher has stayed 
active since 2011 and featured in bouts 
on BoxNation and Sky Sports, the stage 
he’s looking to get back to. He said: “I’ll 
be sensible over Christmas and keep my¬ 
self ticking over, then I’ll be ready to go 
again in the New Year.” 

Hughes loses out 
toDurrant in final 

TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes has been 
thwarted again by Glen Durrant after 
they contested the final of the BDO 
Finder Darts Masters final in Holland. 

Their fourth of meeting of 2016 saw 
Durrant again come out on top 5-3. 

The 30-year-old Hughes began his 
challenge in a competition he won two 
years ago at the Hotel Zuiderduin in Eg- 
mond aan Zee on Friday night seeing off 
Martijn Keermaker 5-3. 

He then defeated Darius Labanauskas 
5-2 to set up his best-of-five sets quar¬ 
ter final with Martin Phillips, winning 
3-0, to reach the last four, where he van¬ 
quished Geert de Vos 3-1, with check¬ 
outs including finishes of 150 and 117. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, December 15, 2016 
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SPECIAL OFFER 

FOR THE 


LESS ABLE 


Remove Exisiting Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1895 

including VAT 


SPECIAL OFFER 
LUXURY 
MAKEOVER 


Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(up to 8 sqm) 

All Rubbish Removed 


ONLY FROM £2995 

including VAT 


|^\ Q PROPERTY 
L J MAINTENANCE 

West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Fully Fitted Kitchens>^£4,995 

FREE DESIGN AND PLANNING 

Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 (PI 

www.db-maintenance.co.uk 
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Read by more than 61,000 people 


Price when sold 60p 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



January Enrolments 

Learn something new in 2017 



Telephone 0121 557 0837 

to find out how to enrol 
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Sandwell Adult and Family Learning can help you! 


We offer an adult learning experience, focusing on your 
personal needs and abilities. Whether you want to improve 
your: 

• English or maths 

• employment skills 

• or start a new hobby 

We can help you: 

. make important decisions about your future 
« develop new skills 
« find training for work 

. make the most of workplace opportunities 
> look at career options 
« help you gain a qualification 

Courses for 2017 

For a full list of courses for January visit our website 
www.learnsafl.ac.uk or drop in to one of our centres 
and pick up the latest prospectus. 



Tattoo Art at Central Sixth 





ICT Courses 



Would you like to improve 
your IT skills? 


Learn the secrets of tattoo art and how to create 
your own personalised tattoo design. 

Tuesdays 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

17th January 2017 to 28th March 2017 

Course Fee £70 (Concessions of £35 or £0 may apply) 


We provide entry level 
courses for absolute 
beginners up to level 2 
Functional Skills. 

Getting started with 
ICT 


Enrolment - Tuesday 10th January 2017 - 6.30pm 


Hateley Heath FETC 



4th March 2017 to 
8th May 2017 

Ring to arrange an initial 
assessment : 

0121 556 7426 

V J 
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Available at Tipton College and Ron Davis Centre and now 

CENTRAL SIXTH, WEST BROMWICH _ 


Employability courses to help you on the road 
back to work. 

With tutor support, take the steps you need to get 
closer to your desired career. 

• improve your IT skills 


Online job search and 
interview skills workshops 
begin at Central Sixth in 
January. Ring 0121 557 0837 
for further information. 


• create a stand-out CV 


• learn to effectively search online for work (including using the Universal Job 
match site) 

• prepare for interview 


Book yourself on to an initial assessment which run fortnightly starting: 

16th January 2017 at Tipton College and 17th January 2017 at Ron Davis Centre 


Textiles 

9th January 2017 to 13th February 2017 
Great Bridge Primary School 3.20pm - 4.50pm or 
Tipton College 5.30pm - 7.30pm 

This course helps develop basic skills in crochet, knitting, weaving and basic macrame, 
supporting parents with their children to practice their techniques and have a portfolio of 
stitches that they are confident to use. Learners will read a commercial pattern and 
complete a project. 



Family 


Ring 0121 557 0837 to arrange a time to enrol 
This course is free of charge. 


Paediatric First Aid Ring 0121 557 0837 for further information 

This course is ideal for parents, guardians, grandparents and anyone who would like to 
learn basics of first aid that relates to both adults and children. 

Running at: 

Singlepoint 
Tipton Green School 
Blackheath Library 


Tipton College 
Hateley Heath FETC 
Wednesbury Library 
St Francis School 
£5 for parents or carers of a child 
in a Sandwell School £29 all other learners 
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Tipton College 

Alexandra Road 
Tipton 

West Midlands 
DY47NR 

Tel: 0121 557 0837 


Hateley Heath FETC 

Huntingdon Road 
West Bromwich 
West Midlands 
B71 2RP 

Tel: 0121 556 7426 


Ron Davis Centre 

Ballot Street 
Smethwick 
West Midlands 
B663HH 

Tel: 0121 555 6255 


Opening 

Hours 

Monday 

9am - 8pm 

Tuesday 

9am - 8pm 

Wednesday 

9am - 8pm 

Thursday 

9am - 5pm 

Friday 

9am - 4.30pm 

Saturday 

Closed 

Opening 

Hours 

Monday 

9am - 8pm 

Tuesday 

9am - 5pm 

Wednesday 

9am - 5pm 

Thursday 

9am - 5pm 

Friday 

9am - 4.30pm 

Saturday 

10am - 12pm 

Opening 

Hours 

Monday 

9am - 8pm 

Tuesday 

9am - 4.30pm 

Wednesday 

9am - 4.30pm 

Thursday 

9am - 4.30pm 

Friday 

9am - 4pm 

Saturday 

Closed 




Fees and Concessions 


All of our courses are funded by the Skills Funding Agency which provides a subsidy 
towards the actual cost. It is therefore expected that where learners are able to pay a 
contribution towards their courses, they should do so. For the academic year 2016 - 2017, 
the following fee discounts/concessions will apply: 


• Employability/English/Maths courses are free of charge Level 2 and below. 

For all other courses/programmes learners: 

• In receipt of Job Seekers Allowance, Employment Support Allowance and Universal 
Credit (100% discount). 

• Learners aged 60+ are entitled to a fee concession of up to 50%. 

Our staff will be able to tell you if you can receive a concession or discount. 


For further details about all of the courses on offer: 
Visit our website: www.learnsafl.ac.uk or 
follow us on twitter: @learnsafl 
















